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CANADA A PROMISING MARKET FOR BRITISH 
MACHINERY 


By E. H. GILPIN, Leader of the recent United Kingdom Engineering Mission to Canada, who was 
awarded a Knighthood in the New Year Honours List. 


E United Kingdom Engineering Mission to Canada has now 
issued its Report.* Based upon the inescapable premise that 
we cannot, under existing conditions, buy all that Canada 

offers us, much as we should wish to do so, unless she buys more 
from us, the Mission was appointed by the Government to explore 
the possibilities of increasing Canadian purchases of British capital 


equipment. 

The scope to be covered by the Mission, and its personnel, were 
most carefully planned. ‘The sections of the engineering industry 
for which openings were most likely to be found were settled in 
collaboration with the United Kingdom Trade Commissioners in 
Canada, and executive directors of firms specializing in those 
sections were invited to join in the work. In the end, six of such 
executives, three directors of engineering trade associations, a high 
officer of the Ministry of Supply and a member of the Executive 
Council of the Amalgamated Engineering Union made up the 
team, Together they formed a good cross-section of the industry. 


It should be noted that, whilst the Government paid trans- 
portation charges, the members of the Mission paid their own 
expenses and gave over two months of their time. 


An Outstanding Tour 


_ The Mission did its work with a thoroughness only limited by 
its seven weeks’ stay in the Dominion. The vast stretch of territory 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific was traversed. From Halifax and 
St, John in the East to Vancouver and Victoria in the West, every 
city of importance was visited and contacts were made with all the 
outstanding personalities in Government and industry. It is 
questionable, to say the least, whether any party of British visitors 
to Canada has ever been given a more remarkable conspectus of 





* Price 1s. net from H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, or through any bookseller. 


Canadian effort and achievement. Apart from the meetings with 
Dominion and Provincial Governments, Public Utility Com- 
missions, Boards of Trade and Chambers of Commerce, each 
member of the Mission made a study of his own section of the 
industry and its possibilities, visited plants and factories and 
examined the organization and performance of agents. Reports 
of these sectional activities, covering much of confidential import- 
ance, are to be circulated to the Trade Associations concerned. 


Virile Industry 


The Report shows that, whilst Canada has a virile and growing 
engineering industry, the Dominion imports at least £100,000,000 
of capital equipment annually. Before the first world war a fair 
proportion came from the United Kingdom. Our concentration 
upon war work inevitably lessened our share. But it was the second 
war, with the Western Hemisphere virtually closed to us by the 
conditions of Lend-Lease, which brought us down to the lowly 
position we occupy in Canadian import returns to-day. The 
Report indicates ways and means for improving that position. 


The Report does not gloss over the difficulties in the way. The 
United States is now very strongly entrenched. Its nearness to the 
Canadian market, its expert salesmanship, its great manufacturing 
potential, make its competition exceedingly powerful. But the 
Report shows that, in the opinion of the Mission, there is a potential 
market, a promising, stable and increasing market for a wide variety 
of United Kingdom equipment. It will not be won without 
strenuous and sustained effort, and the Report indicates the various 
ways, suited to the conditions of each case, by which the task may 
be approached. 


New Fund of Goodwill 


What the Mission has done is to establish a new fund of 
goodwill in Canada, and an understanding, not perhaps, as yet, 
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as complete as it should be, of the economic Position, 


It is difficult for a Canadian to understand why, 
has made such immense sacrifices for us, we shoul 
whole economy of the Dominion by reducing ou 
products of its farms and forests. The Canadian 
amazement, our trade agreements with nations which spend their 
energy in reviling us. The Mission did everything in its Power 
without a considerable measure of success, to explain why, ina . td 
more and more tightly laced in the strait-jacket of bilateral a 
the trading accounts of two nations must come into some sort of 
balance. At every meeting with statesmen and industrialists, jt ‘ 
explained bluntly but politely that, as things are in the world th 
only way we can pay Canada is by goods and services, and that the 
possibility of an increased volume of our purchases from he 
inexorably depends upon the increase of her purchases from us, 4 


Even the limited acceptance of this explanation has established 
goodwill. Particularly in the Western and Maritime provinces from 
which the bulk of supply to us has always come, the Canadian buyer 
subject always to acceptable price, delivery and service, is more than 
ready to buy British. It is now up to the British manufacturer to 
deliver the goods. 


d be UPsetting the 
T purchases of the 
sees, with Puzzled 


This whole task is much more than an ordinary commercial under. 
taking. It is no exaggeration to say that the limitation of Purchase 
from Canada, if long continued, might eventually threaten the whole 
structure of the Commonwealth. It becomes, therefore, a national 
duty, which the engineering industry must accept, to increase its 
service in Canada to the greatest possible extent. That stark byt 
exhilarating prospect is at the very centre of the Mission’s Message, 


A Great Venture 


It is admittedly a great venture, for both Britain and Canada, In 
recent years we have both followed the lines of least resistance, 
British order books have been filled from our easy and traditional 
markets, Canada has supplied her needs across the unguarded frontier 
of the 49th parallel. We have both to change our ways. 


It must not be expected that the venture will show immediate and 
spectacular results. ‘‘ Sweat and tears’’, although, fortunately, not 
“blood ’’ must be endured. The heights will not be “ attained by 
sudden flight’’. Operation Canada is no hit-and-run raid. It is 
to be a long-term enterprise, backed by all the resources of Govem- 
ment and industry. Meetings will be held in the principal centres 
of the industry, which members of the Mission will address. Each 
member is ready to give personal advice to individual firms and trade 
associations. ‘They feel that their tour of Canada was only the 
beginning of their task. As the leader of the Mission often said to 
Canadians, ‘‘ We came out as a Mission to Canada. We go back 
as a Mission to Britain ’’. 


A synopsis of the Report and the Mission’s recommendations 
appear below. The report will repay study, both by the engineering 
firms to whom it is primarily addressed and also by those engaged 
in many other industries, for the need to increase exports to Canada 
exists in all fields of commercial endeavour. It contains detailed 
advice on many industrial market features, two informative maps, 
statistical appendices, and a note on other useful sources of 
information. 


Operation Canada 


In conclusion, I might call special attention to the most novel 
of the Mission’s proposals, Much of Britain’s export trade is carried 
on by small firms who would find it impossible economically to make, 
by themselves, the intensive investigation of the market which the 
Mission holds to be a first essential. It is proposed, therefore, that 
members of sections of the industry should join together to send out 
technically qualified investigators. Even then the expense might be 
more than could be faced at once and the Mission proposes that, 
in view of the paramount importance of ‘‘ Operation Canada” and 
the extreme difficulty of the far-flung terrain, Government may 
well give some form of help to make action along such lines possible. 
This is a new and imaginative proposal, but it is in line with the 
general development of industrial policy, and it comes fittingly from 
a Mission which, in itself, was a remarkable instance of the way i 
which Government, industry and organized labour can and 4 
present a united front in the national interest, whatever may be theit 
political differences at home. 


(A synopsis of the Report and Recommendations appears on 
the next page.) 
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HE Report contains a Foreword by the President of the Board 
Teitrade, Mr. Harold Wilson, who, after stressing the high national 
rtance of the Canadian market for United Kingdom goods, 
o the unanimous opinion of the Mission, as the result of a 
thorough investigation lasting seven weeks, that Canada offers a solid 
and expanding long-term market for our engineering goods. The 
President thanks the members for the valuable work done and for 
their generous offer to give further detailed information to exporters 
st. 

rhe introduction to the Report mentions that the proposal to 
gnd the Mission to Canada originated with the Board of Trade. 
Its purpose was to investigate market possibilities for certain classes 
of engineering equipment for which there appeared to be a demand 
and to advise on the most suitable methods to adopt to secure a 
greater volume of exports from the United Kingdom to help redress 
the balance of trade between the two countries, — we 

The Mission, which included six engineering industrialists, three 
directors of engineering trade associations, a Tepresentative of the 
Amalgamated Engineering Union and an official of the Ministry of 
Supply, spent seven weeks in Canada in the autumn of 1948 and, 
travelling 8,500 miles, visited the most important centres from 
coast to coast. ; 
Canada is so well documented that the Report contents itself with 
asummary of the most important physical considerations, natural 
resources, communications, population and similar factors that were 
germane to the Mission’s purpose, but makes the point that although 
the greatest concentration of industrial activity is in the St. Lawrence 
River basin, opportunities in Western Canada should not be neglected. 
In dealing with the demand for engineering equipment and present 
sources of supply the Report emphasizes the importance of the 
Canadian engineering industry, which is both strong and versatile, 
and in certain directions is capable of supplying the requirements 
of the domestic market. But, as is confirmed by the appendix, there 
are many gaps that have to be filled by imports, most of which at 
present come from the United States. Whilst United States manu- 
facturers of engineering equipment enjoy many natural and other 
advantages which they have not been slow to turn to account, the 
United Kingdom exporter is not without counter-advantages. 
Asection of the Report on Canadian Buying Industries is devoted 
to brief reviews of the public utilities and fields of industry that 
provide openings for the classes of engineering equipment covered 
by the Mission and the opportunities they present for increasing 
United Kingdom exports to Canada. 


impo’ 
refers t 


Guidance to Exporters 
The Report sets forth in a section on ‘‘ What the Exporter Must 





Do” the steps that should be taken by those who seek to enter the 
market as follows :— 

The first step is thoroughly to investigate the market, which 
consists of four relatively separated areas—the Maritimes, the St. 
Lawrence River basin centring on Montreal and Toronto, the 
Prairie Provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta and, 
across the Rockies, British Columbia. 

The Canadian is a discriminating buyer. The performance of 
equipment offered must at least be equal to that offered by com- 
petitors ; the quality and finish must enhance the reputation that 
United Kingdom equipment has earned in the past. The price 
must be right ; the Mission came to the conclusion that United 

ingdom prices are now more competitive than they were. Delivery 
is the most serious stumbling-block ; earliest possible deliveries 
must be quoted to this hard-currency market. Canadian buyers are 
accustomed to and expect good servicing facilities and prompt 
delivery of replacement parts. 

United Kingdom manufacturers must adapt themselves to Canadian 
requirements and specifications, which are mostly based upon United 
States technical and dimensional standards and ‘“‘ eye-appeal ”’. . 

Prompt replies by cable or air mail are imperative ; quotations 
and catalogues should give all essential information. 

The question of local manufacture was repeatedly raised by 
Canadian interests. Every case should be treated on its merits but 
few United Kingdom firms can be expected to embark on local manu- 
facture until they are established on the market. 

With few exceptions it is impossible to do business with Canada 
Without effective representation on the spot, and the Report discusses 
alternative methods. : 
To supplement the work of representatives and agents the Mission 
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Synopsis of the Engineering Mission’s Report 


puts forward the proposal that appropriate sections of the United 
Kingdom engineering industry maintain technical representatives 
in Canada to comb out prospects of business, and hopes that where 
necessary H.M. Government may favourably consider some form 
of practical assistance to enable this to be done. 

Canadian buyers feel that they have been neglected by United 
Kingdom manufacturers of engineering equipment. They would 
welcome catalogues, which should bear comparison with United 
States literature. The distribution of United Kingdom technical 
and trade journals in Canada should be increased and consideration 
should be given to advertising in the Canadian technical press. 

United Kingdom exporters should make better use of the United 
Kingdom Trade Commissioner Service in Canada. It is extremely 
well informed and can be most helpful. 


Conclusions and Recommendations 


In a section on Conclusions and Recommendations, the Report 
says there is an important, stable and growing market in Canada. 
It is, however, a difficult market. The buying centres are far apart. 
The Canadian engineering industry is strong and versatile. The 
United States is a formidable competitor with whom it will need 
skill and energy to compete. The work of the Mission must be 
followed up by more detailed investigation and then by action. The 
national need demands that the United Kingdom manufacturer 
makes every possible effort to increase the export of engineering 
equipment to Canada. 

Finally, the Mission makes the following recommendations :— 

Delivery promises for Canadian orders in hand should be kept 
and, if necessary, improved. 

Immediate and special attention should be given to enquiries 
received from Canada. 

On publicity it is emphasized that : 

(a) Appropriate literature should be circulated to prospective 
customers in Canada, and 

(b) That publishers of United Kingdom technical and trade 
press should take steps to expand their circulation in Canada. 

Young Canadian engineers should be invited to put in a term at 
United Kingdom engineering works as a form of post-graduate 
training. 

United Kingdom manufacturers of engineering equipment should 
arrange to visit Canada in the spring of 1949 to explore the market 
for their products and arrange for effective representation. 

Every section of the engineering industry should take early steps 
to study the Canadian market for its products. 

And, finally, appropriate sections of the United Kingdom engineer- 
ing industry should maintain specialist representatives in Canada, 


Government Help to Exporters 


AFTER paying tribute to the work of the Mission, the President of 
the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, at a conference in London 
on Tuesday, mentioned that in 1948, only about 2 per cent. of our 
exports of machinery went to Canada. In the same year, 96 per cent. 
of Canada’s imports of machinery were from the United States ; only 
3-5 per cent. were from the United Kingdom. In 1938, 11 per cent. 
of Canada’s imports of machinery were from the United Kingdom. 
The President mentioned that the final recommendation of the 
Mission about appropriate sections of the United Kingdom engineer- 
ing industry maintaining specialist representatives in Canada 
expressed the hope that His Majesty’s Government might favourably 
consider some form of practical assistance. ‘The position was that 
the Government were consulted before this recommendation took 
final form and they were prepared to examine any suggestion, 
however unorthodox, for expanding our exports to North America. 
The Government had been greatly interested in this suggestion of 
the Mission, and practical schemes for putting it into effect were 
being examined. In 1948 the engineering industry played an 
important part in increasing our exports and in January 1949 it was 
evident that the increase was continuing. Canada should be treated 
as their most important single market, apart from the United States. 
The Minister of Supply, Mr. G. R. Strauss, alluded to the diffi- 
culties that confronted the engineering industry in endeavours to find 
a way into the Canadian market, but said that if the recommendations 
were followed up, and the Government would do their best to see that 
they were, we should have a steadily increasing export of engineering 
goods to Canada. ‘The Government were asking each section 














296 


of the industry to give sympathetic consideration to the Report and to 
do everything they could to carry out the recommendations. ‘The 
Government were prepared to give any assistance they could in the 
provision of raw materials and steel allocations, and in other directions 
to enable firms to meet Canadian orders, and everything possible would 
be done also to help potential exporters to do business there. 

Mr. Gilpin questioned whether any body of men had ever before 
been to Canada and got so complete a view of the political and indus- 
trial world of the Dominion in the time at the Mission’s disposal. He 
emphasized the difficulties of entering the Canadian market owing to 
the proximity of the 49th parallel to United States production centres, 
but said the Mission found a tremendous amount of goodwill, and as 
they proceeded further west this goodwill became greater and greater. 
They found it difficult at first to explain to Canadians why we could 
not buy from them the range and quantity of goods we bought before 
the war. In British Columbia, for instance, there was a slogan, ‘‘ Buy 
British and build British Columbia.”’ It was difficult to make the 
people of British Columbia understand why we could not buy from 
them the timber we took before the war. 

At present our exports to Canada were only paying for about 
one-third of the goods we imported from the Dominion. If the 
Mission had done any lasting good it was by being able to explain 
that the only way we could buy more fram Canada would be for us 
to sell her more. The Mission was a national crusade. Their appeal 
was at best not only to the engineering trade, but to anyone in this 
country who had a chance to do business in Canada. It was a national 
task of extreme urgency, and he believed its seriousness and impotance 
could not be over-estimated. He believed that unless we could restore 
the balance of trade between Canada and ourselves, or at any rate 
get it into a much better position, then Canada would inevitably be 
drawn closer to the United States and further away from us. 

Answering questions, Mr. Gilpin said that Canadians were not 
generally aware how far advanced our engineering was, because we 
had not blown our own trumpet sufficiently. Nevertheless, the people 
of Canada were more inclined to buy British than they were in the past. 

It was emphasized that the big lesson of the Report was the large 
field available for importing goods which were not manufactured 
locally. This particularly applied to the Western Provinces of 
Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and British Columbia, but there 
were markets in Eastern Canada, too. 


Exports of Pottery to the U.S. 


and Dominions 


OLLOWING a letter to the Staffordshire Sentinel by Grindley 

Hotelware Ltd., a Tunstall pottery firm, complaining of Govern- 
ment pressure on potters to increase exports to dollar areas at the 
expense of the Dominions, Australia particularly being mentioned, 
the Secretary for Overseas ‘Trade, Mr. A. G. Bottomley, has written 
to Mr. Ellis Smith, M.P. for Stoke, as follows:— 

“ Briefly, the position is that, thanks to the great efforts made by 
all concerned in the export drive, the United Kingdom’s total exports 
of china during the first eleven months of 1948 have amounted to 
some 260 per cent. by volume of the comparable pre-war (1938) figure, 
and were equal to nearly seven times the value of the pre-war exports. 
The major part of the additional exports have been shipped (and 
rightly so, as I am sure you will agree, bearing in mind our great 
need for dollars) to Canada and the United States, but this does not 
mean that Australia has been receiving less than before the war. 
This is borne out by the figures, published on page 158 of the Trade 
Returns for November 1948, of which the following is a summary :— 


Exports OF CHINA, INCLUDING TRANSLUCENT Porrery 

















Quantities in cwts. Value, £'000 
Destination Jan.—Nov. 11/12ths | Jan.—Nov. 11/12ths 
1948 of 1938 - 1948 of 1938 
Australia 8,948 5,772 283 62 
New Zealand 3,131 3,674 91 36 
Canada 22,587 7,948 1,124 163 
United States 12,038 2,173 608 58 
Total (inc. others)... 63,082 24,231 2,672 389 














(Continued in next column) 
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“The position in regard to Other Descriptions of E 
(including hotelware, in which Grindley’s are particularly inte 4 
is that the 1948 volume of exports (eleven months) shows an ome 
only to 160 per cent. of the 1938 figure. Earthenware expo 
Australia however, have increased proportionately by vey on 
more than this amount, the figures being 250 per cent. in a 
and over 600 per cent. in value :— me 


Exports oF EARTHENWARE OF ALL OrHER Descriptions 























Quantities in thous. ewts. Value, £7000 
Destination Jan.—Nov. 11/12ths Jan.—Nov. 12th 
1948 of 1938 1948 of 1938 

Australia 190-7 76-4 2,021 319 
New Zealand 40-7 34-1 437 136 
Canada... 146-7 117-2 1,695 483 
United States 57-5 36-7 823 197 
Total (inc. others)... | _736-3 | 459-1 7,929 1,833 











“‘T realize, of course, that Australia, like many other countries 
(including the United Kingdom itself), would very much like to be 
able to purchase more British made pottery, but since total supplies 
are inadequate to meet all demands we have to make sure that a3 
large a proportion as possible is exported to the hardest currency 
countries, particularly to North America. At the same time, we are 
doing our best to continue supplying our other good customers, such 
as Australia and New Zealand, with quantities which in practically 
all cases are quite considerably greater than pre-war. I think we 
need have no fear that our temporary inability to meet all their 
requirements of scarce consumer goods will prejudice our supplies 
of food from them. 


**In the case of New Zealand the import licensing policy pursued 
in respect of individual commodities is, of course, entirely a matter 
for the Dominion Government. ‘They have, as you probably know, 
announced that import licences for most types of pottery in 1949 
will be restricted to 50 per cent. of the 1948 value. When this 
announcement was published, we immediately made representations 
to the New Zealand authorities, asking them to reconsider the matter, 
and we are still pressing them to do so, but we have not yet received 
their reply. No one wishes to see valuable traditional markets lost 
to our exports, and there are obvious dangers in concentrating too 
exclusively on a few markets, but our dollar balance of payments 
problem is bound to persist for a long time and it will always be 
necessary for us to have the largest possible markets for United King- 
dom exports in dollar countries. In this case of pottery we are as 
usual trying to preserve our most important traditional market, but 
we must give dollar sales a marked preference.” 





ence and a guide to the Fair premises. This edition is six weeks 


part in attracting buyers to the Fair. 


The B.I.F. catalogue, which will be presented free of charge by} 


United Government Officials overseas, is in two parts totalling more 
than 2,000 pages in which the advertisements are indexed and linked 
with the advertisers stand numbers. Three thousand manufacturers 
will exhibit at the Fair from May 2 to 13 at Castle Bromwich, Bir- 
mingham, and at Earls Court and Olympia in London. The two 
London buildings are covered by one catalogue in which nearly 
2,000 manufacturers are listed and cross-indexed alphabetically, in 
classified trade groups, or under schedules of products. This 
accompanied by a separately bound general index in nine languages. 
Hundreds of orders are placed through this catalogue by buyers who 
do not actually visit the Fair. 


the number permitted by paper supplies. No copies of the catalogue 
will therefore be issued in the United Kingdom until the final edition 
is on sale at the Fair Buildings. 
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B.LF. Catalogue for Overseas Buyers} 


(THREE months before the opening of the British Industries Fair) 
nearly 10,000 copies of the catalogue have been despatched for the | 
use of trade buyers throughout the world. It is both a book of refer-/ 
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New Price Schedules for Utility 
Apparel 


N Order* has been made which brings into force on February 14 
A new Related Schedule and two Supplements to Related 
Schedules. ‘These are :— 

Supplement No. 1 to Related Schedule No. 3F (Women’s and 
Maids’ Outerwear). This provides increased overriding maxima 
for distributors in the case of certain items of women’s Utility 
light outerwear. In addition separate ceiling prices for short- 
sleeved blouses are no longer specified and the same ceiling price 
now applies to both long and short-sleeved garments. Distributors’ 
ceiling prices are now provided for women’s unlined jackets and 
skirts made from one or two additional cloths. 

Related Schedule No. 5E (Domestic and Industrial Overalls). 
This Schedule provides revised overriding maxima for distributors 
for industrial overalls. Some of the ceiling prices are unchanged, 
but the ceilings for garments made from certain cloths have been 
increased. ‘The maximum prices of all industrial aprons have 
been increased. 

Supplement No. 1 to Related Schedule No. 7C (Infants’ and 
Girls’ Apparel.) This Supplement contains amendments to 
references in Related Schedule No. 7C. ‘The maximum prices of 
infants’ napkins have been increased to correspond with increases 
last year in the price of the cloth used for making them. 

The Order also revokes Related Schedule No. 6G (Knitted Apparel, 
other than gloves) and Supplements Nos. 1, 2 and 3 thereto leaving 
distributors subject to marginal control alone. 

* S.I. 1949 No. 174, the Utility Apparel (Maximum Prices and Charges) 
(Amendment) Order, 1949, which amends the Utility Apparel (Maximum 
Prices and Charges) Order, 1945 (S.R. & O. 1945 No. 184, as amended by 
S.I. 1948 No. 2468). Copies of the new Order and supplements obtainable 
from H.M. Stationery Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and branches, 
price 1d., 2d., 6d., and 1d, respectively for 174, 3F, 5E, and 7C. Please add 
ld to each for postage. 


Coupon Floats for Clothing Makers 


AS a result of the recent rationing changes certain clothing manu- 
facturers may find they will shortly be unable to meet demands 


' from their cloth suppliers for coupons in respect of cloth ready for 


delivery either at once or shortly. 

The Board of Trade are prepared to assist such-manufacturers with 
an issue of coupons and application should be made on form C.S.15 
or ona firm’s own notepaper, providing the wording on form C.S.15 
is used. 

Manufacturers issued with coupons under these arrangements will 


' subsequently be required to complete form C.S.14D. 


Some clothing manufacturers, however, while not needing im- 
mediate assistance, may consider that their coupon capital is now 
In these cases applications for coupon issues should be 
made on form C.S.14D. 

All applications for forms should be made to the Assistant Secretary, 
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_ 1.M.2A. Division, Board of Trade, Thames House (North), Millbank, 
» London, S.W.1. 


Merseyside Development Area 
AS announced in the Board of Trade Fournal on October 23, 1948, 


it is the Government’s intention to schedule the Merseyside Area 
as a Development Area. 

The President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, informed 
a Liverpool audience on February 5 that the necessary Order will be 
laid before Parliament as soon as a definition of the boundaries has 
been agreed upon and all the Local Authorities affected have had the 
opportunity of expressing their views. Meanwhile a survey of the 
available industrial sites is being put in hand and all possible measures 
to attract new industry to Merseyside continue to be taken. 

The President said that North Western Industrial Estates Ltd., who 
are already responsible for Government factory building in the South 
Lancashire Development Area, will undertake similar work on 
Merseyside. It is intended to reconstruct the Board of the Company 
80 as to include directors who have special knowledge of Merseyside’s 
needs and problems. 
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Non-Utility Cloths for Utility 
Upholstery 


ARRANGEMENTS by which non-Utility wool coverings (including 

imported cloths) could be used on Utility furniture did not extend 
to the use of cotton, linen or rayon upholstery cloths, it was stated in 
the Board of Trade Journal of December 11, 1948. 

It has been decided that this restriction need no longer be main- 
tained. Manufacturers of Utility upholstery may now use non- 
Utility upholstery cloths of cotton, linen or rayon (including imported 
cloths) so long as they meet the requirements as set out in the General 
Specification for Utility Furniture. 

The Specification lays down that wool coverings used for Utility 
furniture shall contain not less than 25 per cent. wool by weight and 
shall weigh not less than 16 ozs. per linear yard of 48 ins. finished 
width. Cotton, linen or rayon covering materials shall not be inferior 
to the Specifications set out in the Schedule to the Upholstery 
Cloth (Utility) Order, 1948 (S.I. No. 881) as amended by any sub- 
sequent Orders. These arrangements do not affect the manufacturers’ 
maximum prices for upholstered furniture as laid down in the Furni- 
ture (Maximum Prices and Charges) Order, 1948, Related Schedule 
No. 2D. 


Jute Industry in Germany 


HE British Jute Trade Research Association of Dundee has re- 

viewed the B.I.0.S., C.1.0.S., and F.I.A.T. reports which deal with 
the German jute industry. Their survey has now been published 
by H.M. Stationery Office and deals with raw materials, processing 
of jute and alternatives, factory and mill equipment, flame and 
waterproofing of jute, bleaching and dyeing, anti-mould and anti- 
fungus treatment and finally with the testing of the finished materials. 
Interesting developments are described, such as using paper and 
regenerated cellulose as a raw material, Emulphors as substitutes for 
soap, and Preventols for protection against mildew attack. 

The use of certain phosphates for flame-proofing of jute and of 
P.V.C. for waterproofing is described and the results analysed. The 
report ends with a detailed analysis of the various testing methods 
employed in Germany. 

Thirty references are given and a subject index is included. 

Copies are obtainable price 6d. (post free 7d.), from H.M. Stationery 
Office, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, and branches. 


Jewellery and Silverware 


Development Council 


HE Board of Trade announces that Mr. H. Bunn and Mr. S. R. J. 

Rattey have been appointed to be members of the Jewellery and 
Silverware Development Council. This completes the representation 
of persons employed in the industry. 

Mr. Rattey is a silversmith, a member of the National Union of 
Gold, Silver and Allied Trades, He was a member of the Jewellery 
and Silverware Working Party. 

Mr. Bunn is a chaser and embosser, and a member of the National 
Union of Gold, Silver and Allied Trades. 


Mr. A. G. Bottomley Visits India and Pakistan 


MR. A. G. BOTTOMLEY, Secretary for Overseas Trade, left by air 
on February 3 for Karachi and Delhi for informal consultations with 
the Governments of Pakistan and of India on trade questions. He was 
accompanied by Mr. T. Cook, M.P., Parliamentary Private Secretary 
to the President of the Board of Trade, Mr. A. K. Cairncross, Economic 
Adviser to the Board of Trade, and two other officials. 


Cotton Yarn Production 


PRODUCTION of cotton and cotton waste yarns during the week 
ending January 22 was 18°16 million lbs. compared with 17-78 million 
Ibs. for the previous week. In the same week 1-22 mn. lbs. of spun 
rayon and mixture yarns was also produced. 
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Christmas Sales Made New High Records Throughout 


Retail 


HRISTMAS buying, although it started late, exceeded all 

expectations and the December sales peaks were well above 

those reached in December 1947 or any earlier month of 1948. 
Apparel sales, with coupons easier and prices higher, contributed 
more than in recent years to the rise in sales of all non-food mer- 
chandise and food sales rose abnormally sharply from the stable 
level of May to November. As a result, total retail sales in Decem- 
ber were 17 per cent. higher than in November and almost a third 
greater than the average for the preceding twelve months. 

The effect of these high sales was to reduce the value of stocks in 
total slightly below the level at the end of 1947. This movement 
was entirely due to non-food goods, although many of them have 
risen considerably in price over the year, as food stocks were more 
than a quarter higher in value. 


Rises in All Areas 


All areas shared in the December activity but Central and West 
End London reported falls compared with November for apparel 
and household goods, although the increases compared with the 
average of the previous twelve months were not unduly low. When 
all non-food merchandise is considered, however, including the 
miscellaneous categories for which no index numbers are prepared, 
there was a rise compared with November of 3 per cent. in Central 
London and from about a fifth to a third in the other areas. Compared 
with the average of the preceding twelve months, the increases were 
striking in all areas and ranged from 43 per cent. in Central London 
to over 80 percent. inthe suburbs. Rises in price are more important 
in these comparisons than in the changes from November. 

As was to be expected, the rises in food sales were much more 
modest and less spread. Compared with November the average 
increase was 10 per cent., but it was as low as 4 per cent. in the Midlands 
and South Wales and rose to 14 per cent. and 13 per cent. respectively 
in Suburban London and the South of England. ‘The rises over 
the previous twelve months were rather greater and in Central 
London amounted to 20 per cent. Compared with December 1947 
there was an average rise of 14 per cent., the smallest movement in 
this case being in Central London (4 per cent.). 

Comparisons of the first eleven months of the trading years 1948 
and 1947 show very even progress in the areas. Food sales were 
up by 12 per cent. and non-food by 16 per cent. giving a rise for all 
retail trade of 14 per cent. Among the areas total sales in Central 
London were up only by 7 per cent. while for the remainder the 
range was very small, from 13 to 16 per cent. 


High Apparel Sales 


The value of apparel sold in December was 15 per cent. above the 
high November figure and two and a half times as great as the monthly 
average in 1942. The rise over the month was in contrast with the 
fall in the last month of 1947 and considerably greater than the rise 
which took place at the end of 1946 and 1945. It was in part a return 
to the pre-war seasonal rise which took place at the end of the year, 
as rationing concessions and the greater availability of goods increased 
the kind of Christmas buying which had been very restricted since 
the introduction of coupons. The rise was widespread, but while 
Suburban London and the provincial areas showed considerable 
increases (up to 26 per cent.) a fall was recorded for Central London. 
Compared with the previous December and also the averages for the 
previous twelve months, the rises were substantial in all areas and in 
each case averaged more than a third, but price increases accounted 
for much of these movements. 

The rise from November was smallest in women’s wear (10 per 
cent.), men’s and boys’ wear was up by 18 per cent. and footwear 
by as much as 24 per cent. The increase in the value of footwear 
sales was undoubtedly due to the bigger supplies of slippers available 
for the first time coupon free and in the utility range. 

Compared with December 1947 sales of women’s wear were nearly a 
third higher by value. Of the sub-categories, outerwear and children’s 
wear showed average rises, underwear and stockings advanced by 
nearly a half while millinery and dress materials were up by 18 and 
13 per cent. respectively. In the case of dress materials, this rise 


Trade 


in value almost certainly meant a fall in quantity. No area sho 
a fall this month in any sub-category and half the rises were = 
than 30 per cent. For the first eleven months of the trading 
the rise in 1948 over 1947 was 18 per cent. for women’s wear in rl 
among the sub-categories the increases ranged from 7 per Cent, for 
dress materials to almost 30 per cent. for stockings. In all i 
the increases were much lower than for the month of December only 
Footwear sales were also about a third higher than a year earlies 
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with increases of more than a fifth in all areas. The cumulatin§ food and 
figures for February-December showed a rise of 27 per cent, in. Groceri 
pared with the previous year. Men’s and boys’ wear showed the Bakery 
greatest rise over the previous December—more than 50 per cent Wines, 
only Central London reporting less than 40 per cent. increase, Fy, Fresh 
the first eleven months of the trading years, the rise between {7 noe 
and 1948 amounted to about a third. Fruit, 
Lower Value of Apparel Stocks i 
The clothing and footwear groups are the only ones for which a 
indices of stocks are available. ‘These show that the heavy Christmy To 
sales resulted in a 17 per cent. fall in all apparel stocks during De. 
ember. ‘There is normally a seasonal fall in December in each of the 
apparel groups. Last year it was most serious in men’s and boy §} Non-food 
wear, stocks of which fell by nearly a quarter to a point lower tha} Womer 
any recorded earlier in 1948, although some 8 per cent. higher than g (i) 
the end of 1947. Stocks of women’s wear, down by 12 per cent., wer (ii) 
lower than at any time since March 1947, and were about 8 pe (il) 
cent. below the end-1947 level. Footwear stocks fell least during af 
the month (9 per cent.) and although about one seventh below the M4 
summer peak were still almost 30 per cent. higher than a year earlier 
Increased Sales of Household Goods ah 
Towards the end of 1948, sales of household goods, and in pat. (i f 
ticular of hardware, have tended to be lower than in the previous a) 
year. In December, however, increases in sales of both furniture Pymiti 
and furnishings and hardware raised the household goods index 8 perf} Hardw 
cent. higher than in the previous month and more than 5 per cent} Musica! 
above the December 1947 figure. Here also, there was a retump Books: 
to a seasonal end-year rise in sales. ‘The rise, compared with Nov- — 
Supplementary Index Numbers of Sales per Week Chemis 
(Average for 1942 = 100) Sports. 
Miscells 
Category December i 
Women’s wear — 255 
Men’s and boys’ wear 281 AL 
Footwear a _ 231 ee saaes 
Furniture and furnishings 310 
Hardware 295 
ember, was greater for hardware (11 per cent.), but sales by th of ood 
furnishing departments, which have kept up better throughout tha — 
year, established a new post-war peak, although they only rose by All merch 
4 per cent. over the month. For the first eleven months of th 
trading year sales of furniture, etc., were 10 per cent. higher in 1% 
than in 1947, but for hardware there was little change. 
Compared with December 1947 furnishing sales were up by 7p _ 
cent. and hardware sales by 4 per cent. Experience was varied 
among the areas and Central London for the seventh month recordeg All merc! 
falls in both sections. pet sa 
Stocks of these goods can be compared only with the level a ye 
earlier. Falls were reported in both sections, slight in the case 4 
furniture and furnishings, but as much as 14 per cent. for hardwart 
This was the first fall to be recorded for furnishings in the preselg; ———— 
series. Employn 
Oc 
Other Effects of Christmas Demand ore 
No index is available to measure the month-to-month movemell Decem 
in the remaining categories of non-food merchandise. It is appa] ——— 
(Continued on page il) *N 
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Changes in Value of Retail Trade 
Midlands London- 

It Scotland | North- | North- and South | Central | London | Great Great Great 
| East West South of and West| Sub- | Britaint Britainf Britain 
| Wales | England! End urban 

} 

om Percentage changes compared with a year earlier 

; re a ee rn 

INg Year 

N total; Cumulative 

ent, for weekly sales Stocks at 

ll cases WEEKLY SALES IN DECEMBER February- cost at end 

er Only December December 

eal ss EE SEE EEE eee 

nul Food and perishables :— 

t . Groceries and omgyel + 8-0 +13-2 -+- 8-3 +16-2 +18-3 +-10-5 +16-8 +14-2 +12-9 * 

Dang Bakery ... “Oe +16-2 + 8-0 + 59 +10-8 +33-6 +19-0 +10-1 +13-6 * 

Wed the Wines, spirits, beer, eto. " * +39-7 * +443 +19-7 +-24-9 +419 +25:8 * 

T cent, Presh meat +66 | +108 | + 5:0 | +19-2 | +13-:0 | +61 | + 9-0 | +108 — 49 * 

€ For! Fish, poultry and game. +24 / + 0-7 | +21 | —10-7 | —91 | —2-7 | —4-5 | — 5-2 + 4-0 * 

19478 Fresh milk ©... +19-4 | 423-5 | +17-9 | +23-2 | +265:5 * +30-3 | +24-2 -+17-8 * 

Fruit, vegetables and flowers . ec — 5:7 +30-3 +-41-5 +39°8 +21-2 — 10 + 1:3 +148 4- 91 * 
Sweets and chocolate ... ; +17°8 +218 +27°3 +23°5 +26-4 +11:8 +35°5 +23-1 + 55 * 
Tobacco and tobacconists’ goods +16-1 +11+1 + 9-2 + 9-0 + 8-7 — 13 + 6-0 + 83 +15-1 * 
which Cafe and restaurant + 7:3 + 71 + 8-0 +166 +11°5 — 2-6 -+- 6-4 + 5-7 +-13-4 * 
rhic he ee vee 
a Total—Food and perishables§ + 8: +14:0 + 9:8 +16-4 +17-1 + 4-0 +14-6 +14-1 | +-12-] +25-6 
& Dec. — — =| 
) | 
bo food merchandi 
Vs M Non-food merchandise :— se ’ f ; ; i as i 
t than en's and children’s wear§ +27-2 +29-4 +279 | +39-5 +341 +23-1 +42-7 +32-2 +181 —= Ss 
han a (i) Women’s outerwear +16-9 +31°8 +27°5 +42-5 +31-0 422-7 + 37. 9 +31-2 +16-0 —10-8 
. 7 (ii) Women’s underwear... +50-6 +48-4 +46-8 +45:7 +45-5 +52-6 +62-7 +48-1 | + 24-0 0:8 
~_ (iii) Women’s stockings and socks... | +32-0 | +360 | +325 | +46-8 | +58-6 | +28-7 | +60-9 443-8 +29-3 - 05 
i per (iv) Millinery, haberdashery, etc.. +156 | +146 | +422:8 +260 | +193 | +12-4 | +19-0 +18-3 +145 —14e1 
uring (v) Girls’ and children’s wear +296 +33-8 +29-9 +42-1 +34-6 + 23-1 +43-0 +33-7 +22-8 - 5:8 
Ww the (vi) Dress materials ... +42-9 +19-5 +10-3 +14-9 +14-1 +13-4 + 73 +13-4 + 6:6 — Es 
arlier, 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... +41-9 +44-8 +44:9 | +568 | +59-4 +-27-7 + 65-0 + 50-6 +33-8 2 7 8 
Footwear$ +23-0 +27-7 -+22-8 +38-8 +33°5 +27:1 +37-4 135-9 +273 28-7 
(i) Goods +24-2 +29-4 +25-4 +39-4 +33-6 +27°4 +29°-4 +37°3 -+28°6 * 
pare (ii) Repairs —i8-4 | —66 | —60 | + 09 + 92 | —4-2 | +108 | — 28 118-7 * 
vious 
riture Furniture and furnishings Po - 13-4 +15°5 +11°5 +12-7 ote 6-0 | — 51 f 1:3 a 6-9 4 9-6 — 1-8 
Sper’ Hardware, electrical and radio + 82 | +106 | + 58 ic | ABs | adh > Mae S- + 3-9 + 0-6 —14-2 
cent.® Musical instruments and music + 7-8 +72-7 +46-5 +52:8 | — 3-4 + 4-7 +33-1 +23-0 + 0-7 14-1 
etump © Books and stationery ... +15-8 +20-5 +11-5 +39-1 +21-1 + 0-3 +30-5 +155 + 2-0 —15-5 
Nov-f Jewellery, leather and miscellaneous : 7 
fancy goods a +16:3 +33-0 +24-4 +34-1 +27°4 — 9-4 +29°3 +20-5 +12: —20-7 
Chemists’ wares + 7-0 +21-7 + 9-0 +20:1 22-9 | — 2-8 +21-8 +15-4 + 8-2 — 7: 
Sports and cycles +27-9 +40-4 +34-8 +38°5 +34-9 +15:5 4+-41-7 +33-2 + 8-0 —14-0 
ey Miscellancous and unspecified... +10-2 ea 19-0 +133 + 16-2 | +146 -+10-5 + 2-0 +12-9 +113 10-2 
a Att Noy-roop Goons | 23-5 | 428-1 | 4+23-9 | +333 | +29-1 | +11-8 | +30-3 it. -24-7 | +15+7 ao OM 
ALL Mercnanvise | +154 | 4 119-9 | 417-0 | 423-0 | +22-0 | 410-0 | 420-1 | +191 | 13-7 | — 0-9 
Percentage changes in weekly sales for February-December 1948 compared with February-December 1947 
| aa Sn ee | | 
“thay Food +11-2 | +11-7 | + 9-4 | +128 | +12-4 | +10-7 | +12-8 +121 | 
‘thy Nomfood +18-7 | +196 | +167 | +216 | +185 | + 5-9 | +163 415-7 | 
s All merchandise +143 | 414-7 | +12:8 | +16-0 | 114-7 | L 7-0 | +13-9 | | 413-7 | 
d | | 
949 ee 2 
i _Percentage changes in value (at cost) of total stocks at end December 1943 compared with end December 1947 a 
ried 
| | 
de® All merchandise + 82 | + 13 + 2-6 | — 11 | — 0-4 | — 8-6 | +22°3 | | | — 0-9 
0 
i Index Numbers of Total Employees—January 1947=100 
ey = a oe m —— 
| | 
Employment :— | 
October . 2 | 00 | 106 | 99 | 103 | 107 | 105 103 | «6104 «| 
November 101 107 101 104 107. | = 107 104 | 105 | 
i = December 100 105 | 101 104 1066 | 106 | 103 | 105 | 
! * Not avaliable. § aclndlind some goods for which separate aiibeaibint under the sub- headings are not available. + Including unallocated sales, 
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that once more these groups experienced a very substantial rise 
between November and December since the non-food index rose 
28 per cent. while the two main groups of apparel and household 


also the rise resulted in an increase for the tradin 
whereas there had been a fall in the cumulative figur 


November. 


Sales of jewellery, leather and fancy goods were u 
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goods rose only 15 and 8 per cent. respectively. ‘The independent . uburben Christ 
retailers dealing in similar types of goods reported rises ranging from London all showed increases of over 15 per cent., Central London ff Decemb 
22 per cent. for Chemists to 77 per cent. for jewellers. For each ePorted a fall of 9 per cent. following 
category, sales over the country as a whole were substantially higher This pattern was modified for chemists’ wares and Central London & had beet 
in December than a year earlier; the rises ranged from 13 per cent. sales fell by 3 per cent. while the average for the country as a whok record, ¥ 
for miscellaneous goods, largely coal, to 33 per cent. for sports and rose by 15 per cent. : the avel 
cycles. Sports and cycles, as already mentioned, showed the largest j Decemb 
‘Sales of musical instruments and music were up by 23 per cent. in aes end this was well one throughout the rom, eae snd ovet 
with enormous differences between areas, and the increase was Central London, with a rise of 16 per cent., gave the least favou i -“” 
sufficient to make up the deficit previously shown for February- results Table B south ; 
November compared with the same months of 1947. j compare 
Books and stationery sales were up about a sixth and for this category (Continued on next page) differed | 
the sum 
Index Numbers of Sales per Week and of Apparel Stocks airly €4 
(Average for 1942 = 100) small ris 
_ - — The c 
Sales per week Apparel Stocks (end of month) were 12 
onenaniealenit Amon 
Household Non-food Women’s Men’s and for whic 
Month Apparel Goods Merchandise Food Total Wear Boys’ Wear Footwear Total Since th 
—~ rev 
1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 || 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 eer 
increase 
January 107 130 199 | 245 128 152 125 138 126 143 84 109 69 125 84 129 82 | 118 wee. 
February 103 129 178 | 231 123 153 131 145 128 148 99 130 70 122 95 154 97 | 142 sales an 
March 156 | 182 | 189 | 224 | 156 | 179 | 131 | 151 | 141 | 162 98 | 131 73 | 127 86 | 148 | 95 | 145  & smaller: 
April 157 165 225 268 158 173 130 146 141 157 109 141 79 127 83 168 99 | 156 were bo 
May 159 180 | 222 229 165 181 135 154 147 165 114 128 90 133 83 165 103 | 148 sales of 
June 141 194 | 225 | 240 160 185 134 153 139 165 133 131 99 130 89 175 | 115 | 183 successi 
July 140 185 | 232 245 152 184 138 154 142 164 123 112 99 115 95 175 | 113 | 1% = 
August 117 159 228 | 241 135 164 136 149 136 156 122 110 106 117 106 175 116 | 139 ,” 1947 
September ... 155 196 276 259 172 193 137 151 150 167 132 120 110 128 97 148 124 | 14 " 
October 188 217 281 282 191 212 141 152 161 176 130 117 115 137 108 161 125 | 142 
November ... 195 224 299 283 217 229 140 154 171 184 134 121 116 143 114 165 129 | 148 Notes 
December ... 188 | 257 290 | 306 235 | 293 149 170 180 | 215 116 107 103 111 117 151 115 | 123 . Defin 
efin 
Yearly Average of Trad 
1947 150 185 237 254 165 | 192 135 151 147 167 116 121 94 126 96 160 109 | 142 are base 
purchas 
= sac Sales 
Index Numbers of Sales per Week = 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 51 per | 
i a Re aaa i —— - - : me os Cloth 
Midlands South London— — 
Scotland North-East | North-West and of Central and | London— Great gene 
South Wales England West End Suburban Britaint ee 
1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 | 1947 | 1948 E 
Non-food merchandise : | | q 
Average of 12 months to November ... | 151 | 177 | 157 | 187 | 147 | 170 | 150 | 181 | 172 | 203 | 221 | 236 | 172 | 198 | 162 | 187 ON 
October ... ; 174 | 197 | 183 | 205 | 171 | 189 | 178 | 2083 | 195 | 220 | 286 | 294 | 213 | 229 | 19] | 212 way? 
November 195 203 207 221 198 212 205 229 234 252 332 327 239 266 217 | 220 (Marst 
December 218 269 217 278 204 253 220 293 261 337 301 337 275 358 235 | 293 Th 
Of which :— e 
Apparelt gramr 
Average of 12 months to November | 144 171 142 172 131 156 130 162 147 181 209 | 232 152 186 149 | 179 their 
October... — es 171 200 176 201 160 183 165 197 184 215 285 311 198 226 188 | 217 Co-op 
November 177 189 184 205 167 189 171 204 192 224 307 335 205 259 195 | 224 title ; 
December eee 182 233 180 238 162 211 167 240 196 272 253 315 222 326 188 | 257 1949/5 
Household goods* (HLM. 
Average of 12 months to November | 189 211 224 256 215 | 239 239 273 257 280 253 257 249 260 233 | 253 Th 
October ee Pe ons | 223 231 268 281 252 263 294 310 289 | 291 317 299 302 283 281 | 282 € 
November 238 237 295 293 279 276 299 302 318 287 344 304 320 297 299 | 288 Progra 
December ‘ 262 292 288 326 275 300 306 | 337 300 315 306 | 292 330 330 290 | 306 a seri 
Food and perishables : | activit 
Average of 12 months to November | 132 146 132 147 132 | 144 126 141 133 148 166 | 186 141 158 | 134 | 150 some | 
October 139 | 149 | 140 | 149 | 136 | 144 | 131 | 144 | 136 | 149 | 179 | 183 | 145 | 161 | 4 | 152 Th 
November 138 148 141 153 135 | 144 132 148 134 149 191 | 205 146 | 164 | 140 lit Itis th 
December 148 | 161 | 142 | 162 | 145 | 159 | 132 | 154 | 145 | 169 | 215 | 224 | 163 | 187 | 149 lin ad 
All merchandise : | | | | | | collec 
Average of 12 months to November | 139 157 141 160 138 155 133 153 145 165 204 221 149 169 | 145 | 16 figure 
October ae obs 153 168 155 168 152 164 146 163 155 172 255 262 | 164 180 161 | 11% & expen 
November 159 | 168 | 164 | 177 | 163 | 174 | 155 | 174 | 165 | 182 | 289 | 290 | 171 | 191 | 171 | 1 & admin 
December 173 | 200 | 169 | 202 | 171 | 200 | 159 | 195 |179 | 219 | 277 | 305 | 193 | 231 | 180 '25 Boy, 
+ Women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, footwear. * Furnishing departments, hardware and electrical. t Including unallocated sales. 0251 











ty 1949 ff yy February 1949 


to date, Retail Trade—(Continued) 


€ end of 

es Higher 
Previous Food Sal & . . ° ° . . 
Uburban Mf Christmas always brings a significant rise in food sales and in 
London December 1948 the movement was bigger than in recent years, 


following a period from May to November during which fluctuations 


Lond tad been small. Sales were 10 per cent. higher than the previous 
a whe record, Which was equalled in November, and 13 per cent. higher than 
the average for the previous twelve months. Compared with 
? December 1947 they were up by 14 percent. Rises over the month 
INCreage ind over the previous twelve months’ averages were general in all 
Ithough reas and fairly even, although greatest in Suburban London and the 
Ourable South ; and in Central London there was a big rise (20 per cent.) 
compared with the average for the previous year. This area, however, 
ct pag) difered from the rest of the country in that sales fell rather a lot during 
thesummer. Rises compared with the previous December were also 
ily equal in most areas, but here Central London showed only a 
anal rise from the exceptionally high figure a year earlier. 
ne The cumulative sales for the eleven months February-December 
were 12 per cent. above those a year earlier. 
eiaie, Among the various commodities, except for wines, spirits, beer, etc., 
for which the sample is not large, the biggest rise was in fresh milk. 
tal Since the early summer, the rises over the corresponding months of 
—— ff theprevious year have been considerable and although prices have been 
148 higher in 1948, the figures reflect the higher consumption. The 
— Fi increase in sales of sweets and chocolate were also considerable in all 
1 areas. Other rises were average or less ; both cafe and restaurant 
18 peity doe : 
142 wles and sales of tobacconists goods have, since the summer, shown 
145 smaller rises compared with a year earlier and in Central London they 
156 were both lower than in December 1947. The only decline was in 
148 sales of fish, which fell in most areas and for the third month in 
153 succession were lower than a year earlier. The only decline in the 
cumulative figures for the eleven months was in meat and this was in 
i. part due to the reduction in the ration which took place in the middle 
iy of 1947. 
142 
bo Notes 


Definitions of the various categories were given on page 609 of the Board 
of Trade Journal for April 19, 1947. In all cases, the figures in this article 
are based on value and they are affected by rising prices and the incidence of 
purchase tax. 

Sales figures are based on a larger and more representative panel than 
stocks, since many firms are unable to give monthly the value of their stocks. 
The value of sales of food and perishables amounted in December to 
51 per cent. of total sales. 

Clothing coupons taken by shops reporting this information were 26 per 
cent. lower than in December 1947, but this does not represent the change in 
general public spending since footwear, now free of coupons, is better 
tepresented on the panel than other apparel. 


European Recovery Programme 


ONGRESSIONAL hearings have begun in the United States 
on the moneys to be voted to the European Recovery Programme 
(Marshall Aid) for the fiscal year 1949/50. 





—- 


64 
76 
84 
15 





The 19 “ Marshall’? countries submitted their individual pro- 
grammes to the American Authorities at the end of last year through 
their Paris organization—the Organization for European Economic 
Co-operation. The Report by O.E.E.C. on these programmes—full 
title: “ Report to the Economic Co-operation Administration on the 
1949/50 Programme, Vol. I’’—is now available in this country. 
(H.M. Stationery Office, price 3s. net.) 

The 133-page Report explains the principles on which the 1949/50 
Programmes are based, gives a country-by-country study, followed by 
4 series of studies relating to the different branches of economic 
activity involved. The programme is finally reviewed as a whole and 
some important conclusions are drawn. 

The sum of the national programmes is seen to be $4,650 million. 
Itis thought that this total could be reduced, following further studies, 
toa figure of $4,347 million, but in putting forward this figure as a 
collective bid, the O.E.E.C. countries warn that this is a conservative 

te. Among other things, it makes no allowance for any other 
expenditure which E.C.A. may have to incur, as for example its 
administrative costs. 

The United Kingdom bid for aid in 1949/50 is for $940 million— 
«25 per cent. reduction on last year’s help from America. 
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Registrations of New Companies 


BELOw are details of new companies registered in Great Britain 
during January 1949, showing nominal capital. The figures are 
exclusive of unlimited companies and companies limited by guarantee. 




















Nominal Capital Public Private Total 
Companies | Companies 

Under £1,000 bes ve ai l 339 340 
£1,000 and under £10,000 ... cia 1 702 703 
£10,000 and under £50,000 was -— 126 126 
£50,000 and under £100,000 Mike — 8 8 
£100,000 and under £1,000,000_ ... | — 5 5 
£1,000,000 and above... _... | an a 2 
Total number a 4 | 1,180 | 1,184 
000’s | 000s = «| ~=S °000"s 

Total amount of Nominal Capital £2,757 £5,035 | £7,792 

| | 








Companies Registered in Great Britain in 1948-49 





























1948 | 1949 
Nominal | Nominal 
Month Number Capital Number Capital 
£°000’s | £°000’s 
January... es 1,652 7,516 | 1,184 7,792 
February... was 1,338 8,384 
March in” «ath 1,460 10,738 
April sas poe 1,896 12,020 
May nila Re. 1,381 8,576 
June = hig 2,446 14,008 
July _ nie 403 3,867 
August sia digs 775 5,335 
September ... ce 1,122 6,301 
October — eS 1,313 7,946 
November ... as 1,163 14,484 
December ... oh 1,216 16,529 
Toran... | 16,165 | 115,704 | 








New Capital Issues in January 


THE following statistics have been compiled by the Midland 

Bank Limited. These compilations of issues of new capital, which are 
subject to revision, exclude all borrowings by the British Government ; 
shares issued to vendors ; allotments arising from the capitalization 
of reserve funds and undivided profits ; sales of already-issued 
securities which add nothing to the capital resources of the company 
whose securities have been offered ; and issues in replacement of 
securities previously held in the United Kingdom. The figures are 
based upon the prices of issue. 

On the above basis the total of new capital issues for January 1949 
is £6,578,000 (as against £38,470,000 in January 1948). 


New Capita. IssuEs IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 
(£7000 omitted) 





Month | 1938 1946 | 1947 | 1948 | 1949 























January ... sts 7,465 5,666 14,186 38,470 | 6,578 
February... re 19,248 4,618 15,834 4,390 
March ... sce 6,392 71,201 14,486 11,200 
April saw a 5,114 12,636 9,758 | 2,544 
May a ~ 27,323 7,133 9,338 | 13,480 
June ea a 8,509 9,264 12,303 | 9,939 
July ae oe 15,188 31,461 45,715 | 6,676 
August ... ae 2,184 8,968 3,306 30,557 
September sh 1,649 13,278 5,101 5,196 
October ... es 2,628 6,098 | 3,942 104,779 
November «os | 12,802 9,063 | 8,837 14,372 | 
December | 9,596 15,348 | 5,974 | 5,592 | 
| 
Year | 


118,098 130,770 | 151,108* | 251,365* | 6,578 
| | | 


* Including items which cannot be allocated to any ons month, 
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Varied Rises in December Sales due to Christmas Trade 


ECEMBER returns of sales from the panels of independent 
retailers received by the Board of Trade showed that Christmas 
shopping caused increased sales compared with November in all 
classes of shops except motor and cycle dealers, etc. The percentage 
increases were largest for jewellers, etc., and for retailers of toys, 
sports goods and leather goods, though sales in these shops were 
lower than in December 1947. The index numbers of sales by 
each type of apparel shop also rose sharply to reach new records, 
while furniture dealers and hardware shops showed higher sales 
than a year earlier. 
The table below shows index numbers of sales for all months for 
which comprehensive figures are available, and other tables on the 


Percentage Changes in Sales Compared with a Year Earlier 











February- 
Trade December December 
1948 1948 
Drapers* ... oe +18 +17 
Men’s Wear Shops :— 
Total bie +17 +20 
Outfitters ... ists +20 +21 
Bespoke Tailorsf... +12 +18 
Boot and Shoe Retailers +33 +27 
Furniture Dealers ... isp = vA +7 +10 
Hardware, Electrical and Radio Shops :— 
Total ie re = wee ss —3 + 1 
Radio and Electrical Shops = +1 + 3 
Booksellers, Stationers and Newsagents ... — 6 + 6 
Jewellers, etc. — 5 —3 
Chemists = me Joe va rae am —1 +1 
Retailers of Toys, Sports Goods and Leather 
Goods see ee ane at = —5 + 3 
Motor and Cycle Dealers, Garages, ete. ... + 3 + 3 








* This group includes women’s clothing shops of all kinds. 7 
+ This group includes all shops which do a substantial trade in made-to- 
measure garments. 


next page show changes for December and for the eleven months 
February-December 1948 compared with the corresponding periods 
of 1947, and percentage changes in sales during December 1948 
compared with a year earlier for those districts where the number 
of retailers contributing was sufficient to permit these comparisons 
to be made. 


New Records in Apparel Sales 


Sales by independent men’s wear shops rose 30 per cent. above 
the November figure, a much bigger increase than was recorded in 
December 1947. They reached a record level nearly 20 per cent. 
higher than in December last year, but this rise may have been due 
almost entirely to price increases. Increases for outfitters and bespoke 


Comparison of Independent and Large Retailers 
Percentage changes in sales compared with a year earlier. 


December 1948 





| February-December 1948 
Trade 








|Independent| Large | Independent | Large 
| shops retailers | shops | retailers 
| 
Drapers SS +18 } +32 +17 +18 
Men’s Wear +17 +51 +20 +34 
Boot and Shoe +33 +36 127 | +27 








tailors were 40 per cent. and 18 per cent. respectively, the increases 
for these traders over December 1947 being 20 per cent. and 12 
per cent. 

Sales by independent retail drapers were up by 17 per cent. com- 
pared with November and were 18 per cent. higher than a year 
earlier, but here again prices have risen very much. The figures 
for the large shops, discussed elsewhere in this issue, show much 
greater increases compared with December 1947; sales by men’s 
wear departments were 51 per cent. higher, and sales of women’s 
wear 32 per cent. higher, while the increases compared with Novem- 


ber, at 18 per cent. and 10 per cent. respectively, were much lower 
Sales by the independent boot and shoe retailers were 33 per cent, 
above those for December 1947 and only 9 per cent. above the 
November level, increases similar to those shown by the footwear 
departments of the large retailers. 
Considering the eleven months February-December, sales bh 
independent men’s wear shops in 1948 rose by 20 per cent, compare 
with 1947 while the large shops reported an increase of 34 per cen 
The corresponding increase for drapery was 17 per cent. while the Value 
of women’s wear sold by the large retailers rose by 18 per cent, 
Although the increases in the figures for sales of apparel are partly 
due to the price rises, which have been very considerable, and cong. 


Percentage Changes in Sales by Areas 
(Values in December 1948 compared with December 1947.) 

















| 
Midlands | South 
Trade Scotland North- North- and of 
East West South England 
Wales 
Drapers ... +19 +20 +9 +16 +29 
Men’s Wear ; Soe +19 +16 +18 +16 
Boot and Shoe ... bos +35 +30 +38 +37 
Furniture -_ — + 7 $e +4 +9 
Hardware, etc. ... —l4 + 6 — 6 — 4 —4 
Booksellers, etc.... ant - ise Kae —6 
Jewellers... oe —|2 
Chemists... = —4 +2 
Toys, Sports Goods, 
~ a —i1 
Motor Dealers, etc. +1 














Note.—No trade in London had a large enough sample. 


quently the changes in volume of business done during 1948 have 
not corresponded to the movements in value, the figures show a 
tendency on the part of the public to return to a pre-war pattem 
of Christmas spending. 


Slight Increases in Hardware 








Total sales by independent hardware, electrical and radio shops) 
were 7 per cent. higher than in November and 3 per cent. lower F 
than in December 1947. The electrical and radio specialists showed | 


increases of 10 per cent. and 1 per cent. compared with the same two 
months. Sales in the hardware departments of the large stores 


increased in value by 11 per cent. compared with November and by} 


4 per cent. compared with December 1947. 
In the eleven months February-December, total sales by both 


classes of shops were very little higher than during the same period é 


in 1947. 


Little Change in Furniture Sales 


Sales by independent furniture dealers in December were 4 per cent: 
higher than in November, though they did not quite equal the October 
figures ;_ they were 7 per cent. higher than a year earlier. Considering 
the eleven months, February-December, sales in 1948 were 10 pet 
cent. above those in 1947. 
of the large stores, which also include furnishings, showed very 
similar movements. 


Booksellers, Stationers and Newsagents 


During the year sales have generally been rather higher than m 
1947, and for the eleven months since February they were 6 per ceft. 
up. The rise at the end of the year was, however, less steep than” 
1946 or 1947, and December sales were 6 per cent. less than a yea 
earlier. "The smaller influences of Christmas trade relative to that 
earlier months, may have been partly because more newspapers af 
stationery were available during the year, and because some buyitg 
was diverted to other channels. The large-scale shops, where books 
are generally more important, showed a different trend ; sales through 
out 1948 were generally rather lower than in 1947, but in Decembet 
they rose very sharply to 16 per cent above those in December 1947. 


Sales by the corresponding department © 








{2 Febr 


Compari 
were 2 J 


Toys; s 
Sales | 
goods we 
ponding 
Consequ 
56 per ¢ 
sales 1n 
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January 
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{2 February 1949 


Comparing the eleven months, February-December, sales in 1948 
were 2 per cent. higher. 
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compared with November than in 1947, but the index number for 
December was still 5 per cent. below that for December 1947. Sales 
for the eleven months commencing with February were 3 per cent. 






























































































































































d Toys, Sports Goods and Leather Goods lower than in 1947. Sales by the departments of the large-scale 
d e Gales by the independent retailers of toys, sports goods and leather _ retailers most comparable with the independent jewellers were 21 per 
oods were higher during the early months of 1948 than in the corres- cent. higher in December than a year earlier, and for the period 
b lower nding months of 1947 but they fell off in the middle of the year. February-December they were 12 per cent. higher. The figures for 
er cent, Consequently although the increase from November to December, _ the large shops, however, include sales of leather and fancy goods, 
Ove the E56 per cent., was greater than the corresponding movement in 1947, | which are not generally dealt in by the independent jewellers. 
Ootwea I sales in December were still 5 per cent. below those a year earlier. Chemi 
for the eleven months, February-December, they were 3 per cent. emists 
ales by IB higher in 1948 than in 1947. Comparison with the large-scale retailers The Christmas trade increased the sales of the independent chemists 
mpare |F cannot be made at all precisely as here the figures for toys are included by 22 per cent. over those for November, an increase comparable 
er cent, | with sports goods and cycles, and the figures showed very different with that occurring in 1947. Sales in 1948 have followed those for 
he valye IB trends : a rise of 33 per cent. over December, 1947 and, in the period 1947 very closely over the last few months, the cumulative difference 

t. February-December, of 8 per cent. compared with a year earlier. over the period February-December being rather more than 1 per cent. 

e partly Sales of chemists wares by the large retailers were 15 per cent. above 

1 conse. Jewellers, etc. the December 1947 level, and sales during the period February- 

In sales of jewellery, etc., also there was a much sharper increase December were 8 per cent. higher than in 1947, 
Index Numbers of Sales Per Week 

= (Average weekly sales in 1947 = 100) 

South a: 

of Men’s Wear Shops Boot and Shoe 

agland Month Drapers* Retailers 

Total Outfitters Bespoke Tailorsf 

4.90 1946 1947 1948 1946 1947 1948 1946 1947 1948 1946 1947 1948 1946 1947 1948 

+16 

+37 January 68 84 66 83 66 81 67 85 66 87 

+ 9 February 66 72 84 66 73 87 62 70 84 71 76 91 63 66 87 

~4 March ... 79 105 112 72 106 121 70 104 123 75 108 119 72 99 118 

~§ April ... 102 106 lll 93 107 112 91 107 112 94 107 113 91 105 113 

12 May ... 95 111 117 82 103 124 80 105 125 85 101 123 86 108 147 

+ 2 June ... 80 94 120 79 95 123 78 95 125 80 96 120 82 105 135 

July ... 78 90 120 83 98 134 82 98 137 84 98 131 87 105 137 

-7 August 92 83 lll 95 83 115 98 81 114 91 84 115 99 95 133 

-13 September 99 105 127 95 99 121 91 95 119 100 105 123 99 107 133 

October 100 118 136 92 112 125 90 113 122 94 110 128 89 110 149 
—— — November 97 120 129 95 121 124 94 121 125 97 119 123 91 120 139 
December 120 127 161 129 139 162 131 146 175 126 129 145 99 114 152 

) have 

10W a 

atten F Hardware, Electrical and Radio Shops Booksellers, Stationers 

Month Furniture Dealers and Newsagents 
Total Radio and Electrical Shops 

shops q 1946 1947 1948 1946 1947 1948 1946 1947 1948 1946 1947 1948 

lower January 82 107 82 94 85 103 83 97 

rowed F February 76 79 108 74 82 103 65 90 118 76 79 96 

ie twoh) March ... 81 93 102 78 88 99 73 91 104 76 84 96 

stores (April 74 94 114 80 95 107 73 99 116 78 82 97 

nd by May 83 100 108 84 97 103 76 94 101 78 85 91 
June 76 98 112 78 96 89 68 90 90 79 89 89 

both July... 78 93 111 82 96 97 74 85 87 83 93 100 

eriod August ... 80 92 101 83 95 90 74 86 82 83 90 95 

© September 89 111 105 89 114 96 84 lll 92 86 98 97 

October 87 115 124 95 lll 109 96 116 116 93 103 111 
) November 98 128 118 98 123 108 97 134 110 117 129 125 
December 94 115 122 107 120 116 107 119 121 171 184 173 

cent 

tober 

ering 

) per Month Jewellers, etc. Chemists Retailers of Toys, Sports Goods Motor and Cycle Dealers, 

rents and Leather Goods Garages, etc. 

1 1946 1947 1948 1946 1947 1948 1946 1947 1948 1946 1947 1948 
January 78 85 95 100 57 7 89 94 
February 68 61 81 86 96 100 57 56 67 56 66 86 

ring March... 60 78 85 89 95 96 67 69 82 69 90 97 

at _ 72 84 93 85 94 99 74 86 92 72 110 108 

nin j ay 81 86 89 85 92 99 79 92 96 80 113 102 

vest Jae 83 92 85 88 95 93 83 94 90 78 124 109 

des hte A 84 100 94 91 100 104 95 104 115 85 111 99 

tin aoe tee 78 103 91 86 100 97 92 103 105 81 104 96 

and cptemaber 85 108 88 88 99 98 91 108 101 89 98 108 

ying — 88 98 96 90 100 99 90 103 101 101 100 112 

yoks ae 88 139 93 97 106 104 117 135 117 106 94 113 

gh: jm ember 156 173 165 118 128 127 184 192 183 95 100 103 

ber 

M7. * This group includes women’s clothing shops of all kinds. 





+ This group includes all shops which do a substantial trade in made-to-measure garments. 
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Britain’s Efforts to Develop 


N outline of Government policy on trade with Eastern Europe 

and steps that were being taken to develop this trade was given 

by the President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, 
in an address to the International Fabian Society in London on 
Monday. He mentioned that over the past year this country had 
concluded bilateral Trade Agreements with getting on for forty 
countries. ‘Trade with Eastern Europe, therefore, was a relatively 
small part only of our general trade and it had to be viewed against 
the background of our trade both with Commonwealth countries 
and with the Western world. 

Before indicating the main course of events in trade with each 
of the principal Eastern European countries, the President said he 
would like to set out the general principles on which His Majesty’s 
Government were working, because there had been quite a lot of 
misunderstanding about it. First, His Majesty’s Government in 
common with the other countries associated with the Organization 
for European Economic Co-operation regarded the healthy develop- 
ment of East/West trade in Europe as an essential part of the pro- 
gramme for European Recovery, as was made clear in the Covering 
Report on the O.E.E.C. Countries’ four-year plans. Secondly, 
so far as we ourselves and our bilateral trading arrangements were 
concerned we pursued trade with Eastern European countries, 
and pursued it actively, wherever it was to our economic advantage 
to do so. This meant, thirdly, that politics did not enter into it 
(any more than that political considerations affected the trading 
policy of most of the principal Eastern European countries them- 
selves), though, of course, because of the present state of affairs it 
was essential to watch closely any development of trade which might 
result in exports of items of military or strategic value. This should 
give the lie, and he was glad to have the opportunity of giving the 
lie, to the statement often made that political considerations, often 
in the statements personified in the shape of the Foreign Office, 
had obstructed the development of advantageous trading relations. 
Indeed in the case of certain of the more important trade negotiations 
it was the Foreign Office (and in the case of the U.S.S.R. the Foreign 
Secretary personally, two years ago in a conversation with Marshal 
Stalin) who took the initiative in these questions. But if it was 
true that political considerations had not operated to hold back 
trading arrangements it was equally true that they had not affected 
us the other way. We had not gone in for trade agreements which 
were of poor economic advantage to us in the hope of developing 
better political understanding. In the present state of world affairs 
His Majesty’s Government certainly did not suffer from any delusion 
that a trade agreement with a particular country in Eastern Europe 
was going to have any effect on the political difficulties. 


Soviet Union 


After a series of messages from his predecessor and from the 
Foreign Secretary indicating our willingness to open trade talks 
with the Soviet Union, the initiative was taken by the Foreign 
Secretary on his last visit to Moscow in a talk with Premier Stalin 
on March 24, 1947. Asa result of that, said the President, he visited 
Moscow for three weeks in April and May 1947, when he was 
Secretary for Overseas Trade, to discuss the basis on which trade 
between the two countries might be revived. (Apart from certain 
late deliveries under various war-time supply arrangements, trade 
between the two countries was almost at a standstill at that time.) 
The Soviet Government made it clear that as a condition of any 
Trade Agreement they would insist on certain fundamental changes 
in the terms of repayment of the war-time credit made for the purpose 
of financing the export of civil supplies from this country to the 
Soviet Union. This was an entirely new issue and required close 
consideration in London before he, the President, was able to go a 
second time in June and July for the purpose of detailed trade 
negotiations. ‘Those negotiations took place against the background 
of our rapidly developing balance-of-payments difficulties and, as 
was well known, although in those five weeks we reached complete 
agreement on all trading matters, we finally failed to reach agreement 
on a quite important financial point which, if we had given way 
further, would have involved this country in an immediate and 
substantial loss of convertible sterling—that is, in effect, of dollars. 

This was in the last week of July 1947. Then came the suspension 
of convertibility and the difficulties of the autumn, but in December 
on his third visit to Moscow, agreement was reached with Mr. 
Mikoyan on a short-term Trade Agreement covering the shipment 
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to this country from the Soviet Union of 750,000 tons of 
grains out of the 1947 harvest. Against that we provided facilis; 
for placing orders, and an undertaking to afford all possible aid j 
getting contracts signed for (and to use such powers as we exerc} - 
to secure punctual delivery of) certain kinds of engineering a 
ment, much of it for the restoration of the Soviet timber inde 
in order that it could once again play its part in timber exports {, 
this and other countries. ‘That Agreement was signed on Decembe A 
1947, and there had been a lot of inaccurate statements shout i 
way in which it had worked out. 


How, in fact, had it worked out? First, the U.S.S.R. delivers 
100 per cent. of the amount contracted for and scrupulously observed 
all the terms of the contract, both in respect of quantity and quali 
In fact, so far as quantity was concerned they slightly ovendid ¢ 
764,000 tons having arrived in this country. And, of course 
was well known, the Soviet Government did not exercise rte 
option to withhold 200,000 tons, which they were permitted to doit 
as in fact happened—through no fault of ours—the Soviet Gover. 
ment had failed to place contracts to the extent of one-half of th 
scheduled equipment by the end of May 1948. So far as the quality 
of the grain was concerned, grain experts of the very highest standing 
had commented on the high standard of the grain received, There 
had, of course, been remarks about the price. 


It was not our practice to disclose the price reached in our bulk 
trading contracts—this information would be far too valuable t 
other countries with whom we were negotiating, but the price 
contracted for were certainly below the highest prices on worl 
markets (to which we should have had to go for supplies in th 
absence of the Russian Agreement) ruling at the time. And, in 
discussing this question of price, what the critics had far too often 
ignored, was the effect that this particular grain deal had in con 
tributing to that big and most welcome fall in world grain price 
which began soon afterwards. There were a number of factors g 
work, but undoubtedly, with conditions on world markets as they 
were a year ago, the sudden return of the Soviet Union as an exporter 
to the West had, as commodity experts would tell you, a most 
profound effect. 

There had been a lot of comment on the working out of the 
Agreement so far as supplies from this country to the Soviet Union 
were involved. At the time of the Agreement it was envisaged 
that we would buy about £20 million of Soviet grain and that, apart 
from certain shipments of goods which could be quickly manv- 
factured in this country, this money would be used to pay for capital 
goods of various kinds which would be delivered over the next two 
or three years. Even if order books had been empty and there hal 
been no long waiting list for deliveries, many of the items the Soviel 
Government wanted would have taken a year or two to manufacture, 
and this period was extended, the longer the time taken to prepart 
and agree on specifications and to settle terms and conditions 0 
contract. 

The Government never accepted any obligation to force manu 
facturers to enter into contracts, and certainly we could not havé 
given any commitment which would have had the effect of pushing 
back orders previously accepted—such as orders for our own electric 
generating programme or important orders for Canada and othel 
Commonwealth markets. In fact, British manufacturers, pa 
because they realised the importance in our balance of payment 
of this trade agreement, partly also because many of them looked 
to the U.S.S.R. as a useful long-term market, played their pat 
in tendering for the Soviet equipment, and considerably befor 
May 31, tenders for over 90 per cent. of the equipment were in tht 
hands of the Soviet authorities. Complaints that the Britis 
Government were at fault if the Soviet Government failed to plat 
the contract simply could not be accepted. To admit that the 
was anything in these statements at all would mean that the Britis 
Government would have the obligation of forcing British mam 
facturers to accept whatever terms the Soviet authorities offer 
even if they were in fact at only half the price and on terms far!é 
advantageous than those offered in other (and no less importall 
markets. 

In fact, he was satisfied that the terms offered in general } 
British manufacturers were comparable with those offered in ott! 
markets, and he could not accept the relatively small amount 
orders actually placed by the Soviet Government as in any si 
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our part of the Agreement whether in letter or in spirit. 
In fact the Soviet Purchasing Agencies had placed orders for nearly 
+ million of goods specified in the Agreement but they had not 

n inhibited or prevented from placing orders for some £15 million 
f engineering equipment outside | the scheduled list. Naturally, 
ACilities “a a period of time their requirements for equipment change 


breach of 





> aid in ind he did not complain that they had to some extent switched 
ercised BF their demands. / } 
quip. fut the really big development in the working out of the Agreement, 
dustry, which was not envisaged at the time of its signing, had been the 
orts to H activity of the Soviet authorities in using the sterling earned from 
aber 27, the sale of coarse grains, and a lot of other sterling as well in buying 
Out the Hi aw materials—especially wool and rubber in the sterling area (and 

also certain foodstuffs in the sterling area and Brazilian coffee outside 
livered ff it). In fact, it had been quite clear that the Soviet Government had 
served ME no difficulty whatever in spending their sterling and had done far 
quality, Mf better than could have been expected at the time of the signing 
rdid it HE of the Agreement. In fact, in addition to the orders placed for 
se, a; engineering equipment and the small quantities of steel and other 
e their ME things delivered from this country last year, the Soviet Government 
»doif H had spent at least £25 million on sterling area raw materials and 
‘oven. had not only spent all the sterling received from the sale of the grain, 
of the | of some timber, canned salmon and a few other things, but had 
quality F spent a further £8 million which they had got by transfer from 
anding | third countries. : 
Ther Since the agreement of last year we had entered into a small and 

separate contract for timber with them and a small contract for 
t bull canned fish, We were also having discussions with them about 
ble R plywood and a few miscellaneous raw materials. But the main 
«Ef discussions with them at the present time, of course, related to 
uae grain. It would be _wrong, while negotiations were continuing, 
in the 10 8 into this question in any detail, but there were two things 
ad, in Which ought to be said. The first was that the Soviet Government 
often were not being prevented from placing orders with British firms 
con for equipment and other goods which they required (subject, of 
prices course, to control over equipment of direct military or strategic 
ors at Value) and they were also continuing with their heavy programme 
they of purchasing raw materials and other products of the sterling area. 
vorter At the same time, our efforts to get them to make us an immediate 
‘most S#le of grain while the Agreement was still being negotiated had not 

so far been successful. 

Clearly this one-sided arrangement could not continue. The 
f the Soviet authorities could not expect to place orders freely outside 
Jnion the Agreement with our supplying firms and organizations if we 
saged could not place orders with the Soviet organizations. In any case, 
aan the Soviet sterling position was clearly such that we could not envisage 
nan: their continuing to be free to buy on the present scale (in addition 
api to the orders they had placed for future delivery) without some sale 
ia of grain and other goods to this country. 
‘nef Jugoslavia 
epary Turning to trade with Jugoslavia the President said that a short- 


ns of term Agreement was signed in December after 16 months’ prolonged 
and, at times, tedious negotiations undertaken, so far as our side 
was concerned, by the Secretary for Overseas Trade. For the 
first few months the Jugoslavs insisted on guaranteed deliveries of 
items of capital equipment, many of them goods urgently wanted for 
our own recovery programme, including blast furnaces and other 
a steel equipment, and heavy electrical plant. In fact, the Jugoslav 
Government, perhaps a little less experienced in these matters than 
some other countries, tried for some months to insist on terms and 
guarantees such as we had never contemplated in any other country 
and for which even the Soviet Union had not asked. Another 
factor delaying progress was the problem of compensation for 
nationalized property in Jugoslavia. 
_ The Agreement finally reached in December, 1948, provided for the 
interchange of scheduled commodities to the value of about £15 million 
in each direction. We should be shipping miscellaneous textiles, 
including cotton yarn and certain other textile materials, crude oil, 
tyres, inner tubes, certain pharmaceutical products, £2} million of 
r machinery and some electro-technical, scientific and navigational 
€quipment. From the Jugoslav side the deliveries would mainly be 
timber, to the tune of about £11 million, which included 170,000 
standards of soft-woods—thus bringing Jugoslavia in as a major 
timber exporter to this country, in quantities not all that far behind 
the bigger Scandinavian exporters. In addition there would be 
. quantities of hard-woods—beech and oak—veneers and parquet, 
as well as pit props and pulp wood. A small but useful quantity 
of food, to the extent of £14 million, included meat, poultry, cheese, 
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eggs, prunes, and fruit pulp. Arrangements were made also for 
British importers, if they so required, to take quantities of Jugoslav 
tobacco. The short-term agreement provided also for a settlement . 
of the financial difficulties outstanding and provided for the starting 
up of negotiations for a long-term agreement covering a wider volume 
of trade. ‘These negotiations would be beginning in the near future. 


Poland 


We had had one or two trading agreements with Poland since 
the end of the war but the agreement signed last month was a much 
more ambitious thing. It was, in fact, a five-year Trade and Finance 
Agreement between the two countries and dealt also with the question 
of the release of Polish property in the United Kingdom and com- 
pensation of United Kingdom property in Poland. 

On the trade side provision was made for an exchange of goods up 
to the end of 1953 of about £130 million each way, including supplies 
from Poland on an increasing scale of bacon, eggs and other agri- 
cultural products and timber, and the purchase by Poland of raw 
materials and manufactured goods including capital equipment. 
As regards foodstuffs, Poland was assured of a market which would 
enable her to adapt her production, particularly of bacon and eggs, 
to the needs of the United Kingdom, and the United Kingdom was 
for its part assured of supplies of bacon and eggs, including winter 
eggs. In the case of timber, Poland accepted a firm commitment 
for 1949, and for a three-year period from 1949 to 1951, and had 
undertaken to do her best to reach the targets for softwood and pit 
props in particular which were specified in the Agreement. Poland 
would obtain supplies of wool, rubber, crude oil, semi-manufactured 
copper goods, tyres, dyestuffs, and other goods, and would continue 
to place in the United Kingdom orders for capital equipment for a 
programme estimated at £20 million, in addition to their previous 
programme of £15 million. 

Export credit guarantees were to be given for the purchases of 
wool on short-term credits, and the existing £6 million credit for 
the purchase of capital equipment would be converted into a revolving 
credit within the same limit. 

It had been said that the effect of the Anglo-Polish Agreement 
was to make this country the major participant in Polish trade ; 
that under it we became not only the major importer from Poland 
but also the major exporter to Poland. We had no means of checking 
this as details of Soviet-Polish trade were not available, but certainly 
we become a major if not the major trader with Poland. 


Hungary 


There was an agreement with Hungary in 1947 covering a period of 
three years for a useful supply of geese, bacon and poultry to this coun- 
try. The agreement was further extended last year in both time and 
volume and covered the supply of food from Hungary to the extent 
of about £6 million last year. Talks had been due to start for some 
time on the question of import licences for a small quantity of in- 
essential Hungarian exports and also on the subject of the Hungarian 
foreign loans position. In fact, not only these talks but the whole 
development of Anglo-Hungarian trade had been recently severely 
prejudiced by most unsatisfactory and discriminatory action against 
certain British trading interests in Hungary. His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment had to make it clear that trade could not be developed or even 
continued—in these circumstances—and it was too soon to say 
how the position would develop. 


Roumania 


The President next dealt with three countries with which we 
had not been able to develop trade to any considerable extent— 
Roumania, Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia. The main problem had 
been in the case of the first two countries that they had so little to 
sell us of what we wanted, except possibly in the case of Roumanian 
grain which the Roumanian Government had so far been willing 
to make available only in return for steel and other things of which 
we were extremely short and which were already heavily committed 
to other countries from whom we were securing a much higher 
proportion of our total needs. The published figures of trade with 
Roumania last year gave a misleading picture ; they showed exports 
from Roumania to this country of between £3 and £4 million sterling, 
but these were artificially swollen by large quantities of Russian 
grain sold to us under the 1947 Agreement and shipped through 
Roumanian ports. There had been some useful trade, but on a 
small scale, in timber, and the Roumanians had bought a certain 
amount of machinery such as tractors. We had tried in successive 
years to buy any grain that was available but in 1947 their offers of 
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grain were made contingent on deliveries of steel and scarce 
machinery. In that year the Roumanian Government proposed 
the shipment of a small quantity of maize and sunflower oil against 
an equal value of copper, steel, jute, rubber, cotton yarn, agricultural 
machinery and equipment for the railways, for the oil wells and for 
the textile and mining industries. 

There had been some criticism in this country that we had been 
slow off the mark in negotiating for Roumanian maize ; in fact it 
was the Roumanian Government which took a rather difficult line 
and said that we must wait until their friends had been looked after. 
It was not until December 1947 that their list of goods required 
from this country was received. Moreover the problem was com- 
plicated by the Roumanian attitude on compensation for nationalized 
property and also by their highly discriminatory action against British 
trading interests in favour of Soviet interests. In 1948 we again 
had discussions about grain but the negotiations were deferred while 
the Roumanians were considering the possibility of selling grain to 
Bizonia and further discussions in the autumn broke down because 
the Roumanians were asking prices far in excess of what we were 
paying for the bulk of our supplies. More recently, although it 
has been very difficult to get any clear statement on this from the 
Roumanian Government, we believed that they had been selling 
the whole of their exportable grain surplus through the U.S.S.R. 
who were, perhaps not surprisingly, operating a grain cartel in 
Eastern Europe. 


Bulgaria 

With Bulgaria trade had been very small. Last year our imports 
from Bulgaria were less than £150,000, and our exports and re- 
exports slightly higher. We had had a number of discussions about 
the possibility of a trade agreement in which connection we had had 
to stress the importance of dealing with compensation for British 
interests, nationalized or otherwise dispossessed in Bulgaria. The 
Bulgarian Government informed us six months ago that they agreed 
in principle to compensation and were working out a procedure for 
dealing with it, and we replied immediately welcoming this and 
asking for Bulgaria’s statement of the types and quantities of goods 
they would suggest including in the agreement. However, we 
had not yet had any reply in spite of the fact that we had pressed 
the matter further in Sofia. It was in general true that there was very 
little that Bulgaria had to offer us which would be of any real value 
whether as raw materials or as food. The President said he did 
have discussions with the then Bulgarian Minister of Foreign Trade 
in Moscow and it became clear that his idea of a trade agreement at 
that time was that we could have a quantity of tomato puree, which 
would have been quite acceptable, provided that we took large 
quantities of grapes and wine with it and also supplied them with 
considerable quantities of scarce equipment and material. 


‘zecheslovakia 


The problem of Czechoslovakia was much more difficult. The 
Czechoslovak Government, both when Dr. Ripka was Minister for 
Foreign Trade and also since the changes of a year ago, had made 
frequent approaches for a trade agreement providing for a greater 
volume of trade between the two countries. Our approach to this 
problem—and political changes had made no difference to it—had 
followed our guiding principle in all trade arrangements, the test of our 
national economic advantage. Until the summer of last year the 
problem was complicated by the fact that the Czechoslovak Govern- 
ment were unwilling to come to any settlement of the compensation 
problem which would be for us an essential part of a trade agreement 
with Czechoslovakia (as with Poland, Yugoslavia, etc.). Although 
in the summer the Czechoslovak Government indicated their 
willingness to do something about this, we had still had an even 
greater problem in that the Czechoslovak Government were able 
to offer us only a small proportion of essential goods and required 
us to take a very high proportion of non-essentials, to a large extent 
manufactures competing with our own. Even without an agreement 
our trade with Czechoslovakia which was running at the modest 
scale of about £6 million a year was considerably unbalanced and 
Czechoslovakia was running a fairly heavy deficit. 

The fundamental difficulty was that Czechoslovakia could not, 
or did not, offer an adequate amount of the goods we wanted. Current 
proposals from Czechoslovakia for a trade agreement would involve 
a flow of trade of nearly £30 million per annum and of that only 
£1} million consisted of goods which could be regarded as essential 
food or raw materials, another £2 million of goods which we might 
possibly be prepared to have but would not be willing to pledge 
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any important items in return—and £26 million worth f . 
essential goods. Against this Czechoslovakia would require | 
from the United Kingdom and sterling area of raw materiale 
more essential goods. We were simply not in a position to ; 
large quantities of non-essential and luxury goods ; and oe 
the more desirable goods such as clothing were at very high Pe af 
There had been considerable criticism, both by consumer . 
by the trade, about one or two items of clothing, such as a 
imported from Czechoslovakia and other countries and put a 
shops at extremely high prices far beyond the range of the ordi . Danish 
buyer. In particular, it was very natural that the manufacturiny & The | 
trades, themselves forced to export a high proportion of their prod ed if 
tion into sometimes risky and difficult markets, and, so far 4 onc 
home market was concerned, tightly controlled in prices and mary; we hine 
should be highly critical when they saw these imports coming ints iit 
the country. But there was a more difficult problem. In balang Saer 
our accounts with other countries, especially those with whom wi “The ] 
a trading deficit—and where the question of payment in gold arog_ Agreem 
it was essential that we reduced to an absolute minimum our takinn & : cludec 
of non-essentials, Our position in negotiating agreements With ai 
such countries would be gravely prejudiced if we allowed in large aeveri 
imports of non-essentials from countries such as Czechoslovakia, to Denn 
These were some of the difficulties, but approaches had bee the goo 
made ; where it was possible to negotiate an agreement which Argenti1 
would overcome them was a matter on which it was difficult tof together 
prophesy. ‘As to 
dom mé 
Finland would c 
Finland was a country with whom we had Jong had close anj ih 
fruitful trading relations. We needed Finnish timber, woodpulp ff Geneve 
and other products. Finland equally needed our coal, steel (in Asket 
greater quantities than we could export it) and many of our othe 4 dis 
products as well as raw materials from the sterling area. Finland ne 
was one of the very first countries with whom trading relations wer le 
re-established after the war by a bilateral agreement. Year by yea 7 - 
we had seen the volume of trade steadily mounting, as the tw . 
economies recovered increased quantities of essential and other te —m 
goods were exported. The most recent understanding with the Sendo 
Finnish Government was announced only a couple of weeks ago, ie 7 
The President said the developments he had described showed rad 
how much we had been doing to foster trade with Eastern Europe, 50) 
In addition we had participated fully in the activities of the Economic a 
Commission for Europe, including their timber project and their — 
work on coal and transport. One of the most important matter os 
dealt with by the E.C.E. was timber, a commodity in which East/West the Ur 
European trade was of prime importance. The Timber Sub- a ti 
Committee of E.C.E. was particularly interested in softwood and rif ce 
pit props and it was engaged upon working out a scheme whereby a Ur 
certain Eastern timber exporting countries could obtain timbe the Ger 
equipment by means of which exports to Western Europe could be | 
increased in 1949 and 1950. We had not a closed mind about os 
best means of improving the flow of trade with this area. Ou — 
delegation, for example, to the recently established E.C.E. Committe In ad 
on Trade would go to Geneva prepared to collaborate with had alre 
delegations from other countries in exploring the possibility off said he 
finding yet further means of fostering this trade. for Dev 
' cutlery, 
Tobace 
e e eye The | 
Boiler Availability ment, 0 
the prey 
A MOST complex problem of electric power generation is relativel Depart 
unknown, although it is one of the most serious difficulties wit! operate 
which the industry has to deal. It is concerned with “‘ boiler avai Kingdo 
ability,’’ which means reducing the hours during which boilers a TPrese 
power stations are idle while deposits are being removed from t probab 
external heating surfaces. to ensu 
These deposits are caused by traces of certain chemicals in pring. 
coal burnt. They can be hard, like clinker, in the hottest part 0 tive ne 
the boiler, or sticky in the cooler parts. In the latter case they fom tang 
very quickly, and as the stickiness is due to dilute sulphuric aci¢ hie’ | 
the deposits corrode the metal surfaces. They occur in the boileg “8 Tf 
itself and in other parts of the plant. crops | 
Details of the research, which is continuing, the types of depos ae 
encountered, and methods of dealing with the problem can ? atin 
obtained from the Department of Scientific and Industrial Resear on 
Rex House, Regent Street, London, S.W.1. onl 
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> ordinan Danish- Argentine Agreement 
ufacturiny | The President of the Board of Trade, Mr. Harold Wilson, was 
Tr Produc, sked if he had taken note of the terms of the recent trade pact between 
ar a8 the M Denmark and the Argentine by which Denmark supplied milking 
| margins machinery and the Argentine supplied cattle cake; and what steps 
Ming inp he was taking to provide continuing opportunities for British manu- 
b cing [B facturers to supply milking machinery to the Argentine. ’ 
mWeha i The President replied that he understood that the Commercial 
arose~ fF Agreement recently concluded between Argentina and Denmark 
i taking; included lists of the goods which each country might acquire from the 
nts with other. It was true that animal feedingstuffs were mentioned among 
in large IF the various goods for the purchase of which facilities would be afforded 
vakia, fF t) Denmark, and milking machinery was similarly mentioned among 
‘ad been the goods for the purchase of which facilities would be afforded to 
it which f Argentina, though there was no suggestion of the sales being linked 
Ficult to fF tozether. ‘ . 

‘As to the second part of the question, the desire of United King- 
dom manufacturers to supply milking machinery to the Argentine 
would certainly be borne in mind in the course of negotiations shortly 
to take place with the Argentine Government. 





Ose and 
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Geneva Agreement 


Asked what steps he had taken to assess the relative advantages 
and disadvantages to this country of the tariff changes which took 
place under the Geneva and Havana Agreements, the President 
said the tariff changes had taken place under the Geneva Agreement, 
notthe Havana Charter. As was explained in the debate in the House 
on January 29, 1948, His Majesty’s Government considered that 
there was a fair balance between the concessions obtained for United 
Kingdom exports and the concessions made by the United Kingdom 
under the Geneva Agreement. The tariff changes took effect as 
ere between the eight original signatories of the Agreement from the 
wo beginning of 1948, but the changes made by other countries that have 
the subsequently adhered had been in effect only a short time. It was 

not possible to relate changes in trade directly to the tariff changes, 
in particular because in many of the countries concerned (including 
the United Kindgom but excluding the United States) import 
restrictions to safeguard the balance of payments had so far prevented 
tariff concessions from having their full effect. But he might say 
that United Kingdom exports to the other original participants in 
the Geneva Agreement had shown an encouraging increase in 1943. 


he two 
other 
th the 


cS ago, 
howed 


t/ West 
Sub- 
d an 
rereby 
imbe 
ild be 
at th . 
Quy, Development Councils 
nitty, In addition to the three industries for which Development Councils 
h tha? had already been set up (cotton, furniture and jewellery), the President 
ty off said he was in consultation with six other industries about proposals 
for Development Councils. The industries concerned were clothing, 
cutlery, hosiery, wool, pottery and china clay. 


' Tobacco Talks 


_ The President said that at the request of the United States Govern- 
ment, officials of his Department together with officials of the Treasury, 
the previous week met officials of the United States State Department, 

ively Department of Agriculture and Treasury and of the Economic Co- 
wit, °Peration Administration to discuss the future outlook for United 
vals Kingdom purchases of United States tobacco. The United States 
s a Tepresentatives explained the importance of their knowing the 
probable requirements of the United Kingdom during 1949 in order 

to ensure so far as possible that an adequate crop was planted this 
spring. ‘The United Kingdom representatives said that the impera- 

tom te need to balance the United Kingdom’s dollar payments as soon 
om *8 possible would continue to impose a strict limit on the sums 
cid which could be spared for the purchase of American tobacco. For 
ile this reason United Kingdom purchases from the 1947 and 1948 
crops had been restricted below the minimum necessary for the 
Present level of consumption which had been maintained only by 
wing on stocks; but in order to maintain the present rate of 
chy CONSumption the United Kingdom expected (provided that there was 
No substantial adverse change in the dollar position) to buy in 1949 
more United States tobacco than in 1948. The probable position 
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Questions Asked and Answered in Parliament 


Below is a selection of questions of interest to industry answered in Parliament. 


in later years was touched on but not discussed in detail. It was 
made clear in the discussions that full allowance was being made for 
all supplies which could be obtained from other sources. The 
President emphasized that nothing that took place during these talks 
affected the need for the United Kingdom to obtain from non-dollar 
sources as much tobacco of suitable quality and price as pessible. 


Cinema Licences 


The President stated that under Section 5 of the Cinematograph 
Films Act, 1948, he was empowered to withhold a licence for the 
operation of any cinema by a circuit of more than two hundred 
theatres unless the cinema was comprised in the circuit before Septem- 
ber, 1947. 


Token Import Scheme 


The Token Import Scheme is being continued in 1949 on the same 
basis as in 1948, and for the same countries, it was stated. 


Timber for Agriculture 


The number of licences for timber to a monthly value of £5 issued 
to farmers for agricultural purposes during 1948 was 17,266, the 
President said. So far as was known, no applications from farmers 
actively engaged in agriculture had been refused, though applicants 
had not necessarily been granted licences for the full amounts 
applied for. 

Applications for timber licences were required in triplicate for 
administrative and statistical reasons, but he was hoping to simplify 
the procedure in the near future. The issue of new licences at six- 
monthly periods was necessary to check the quantities actually acquired 
and to ensure that the conditions justifying the issue of the licence 
remain operative. 


Imports of Loofahs 


For balance of payments reasons imports of loofahs were at present 
confined to the small quantities needed for essential industrial 
requirements such as filters for the engines of ships, it was stated. 
Loofahs were not separately distinguished in the trade returns and 
the President said he could not supply figures comparing present 
imports with those in 1938. He saw no prospect of licensing imperts 
on a more liberal basis in 1949. 


Shortages Inspection Officers 


The President was asked what need there was for the 30 Shortages 
Inspection Officers of his department to be retained in so far as all 
sections of trade had channels through which they could report 
shortages to his department without Government officials being 
specially appointed for this task. 

He replied that the Distribution Officers provided regular, com- 
prehensive and reliable information—which he could not get from 
any other source—not only about shortages and maldistribution but 
also on the general state of the consumer market. This work was of 
considerable value in planning the orderly relaxation and removal 
of controls. 


Shirtings and Suitings 

Asked what proportions of materials available for shirtings and 
suitings for home consumption was allocated to the production of 
Utility goods in 1947, 1948, and the current year, the President 
said the proportions in 1947 and 1948 were: shirtings, 85 per cent. 
and 75 per cent.; wool apparel cloths, 78 per cent. and 72 per cent. 
No separate figures for suitings were available. For 1949 he was 
aiming at 80 per cent. in both cases. 


Film Finance Corporation 


Replying to a question about the proposed National Film Finance 
Corporation, the President said he proposed, as soon as the Corporz- 
tion was set up, to authorize the directors to make loans to companies 
organized to carry out a programme of production of cinematograph 
films and equipped with the necessary experience in a relevant type 
of production, provided that there was an adequate amount of private 
investment ranking behind any money lent by the Corporation. In 
making loans, the Corporation would not only impose such particular 
terms and conditions as the directors might think applicable to each 
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company, but would also require to be satisfied on such general 
points as arrangements for distribution of the films and deferment 
of certain payments, e.g., producer’s remuneration until other costs 
had been recovered. 


Export of Horses 


The export of all horses is subject to licence, it was stated. During 
the six months ended December 31, 1948, 62 licences were issued 
for the export of 2,897 working horses to the Continent, but it was 
not possible to say how many of these had been actually exported, 
since such exports were not separately recorded in the trade returns. 


Anglo-Danish Trade 


The President was asked why he had allowed foreign textiles to 
be imported into Denmark within the British quota under the 1949 
Anglo-Danish Trade Agreement. He replied that he presumed 
that the question referred to the fact that the Danish authorities 
were stated to be using a small portion of their sterling resources for 
the purchase in the United Kingdom of textiles of foreign origin. 
He was considering whether anything could be done to safeguard the 
interests of United Kingdom manufacturers. 


Footwear Profits 


Asked whether, in view of the excessive distribution of profits 
recently made by a firm manufacturing and retailing footwear, 
he would reduce the profit margins allowed in this trade, the President 
said he had recently undertaken comprehensive enquiries into the 
costs and profits of footwear manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers. 
As a result, manufacturers’ margins were reduced over a wide range 
of footwear last November and, as had already been announced, the 
margins for both wholesalers and retailers would be reduced later 
this month. 


Board of Trade Prosecutions 


Asked how many prosecutions were undertaken at the instance 
of his department in the year 1948 or the last convenient 12 months; 
in how many cases a conviction was obtained; and how many en- 
forcement officers are employed by his department, the President 
said 2,708 cases were undertaken during 1948 against 4,563 individual 
defendants. 3,821 convictions were obtained. 282 officers were 
employed on enforcement work. 


Grain from Poland 


The President stated that no coarse grains or other animal feeding- 
stuffs had been imported from Poland during the last three vears. 
A minimum quantity of 30,000 tons of feed barley was scheduled to 
be bought from the 1949 crop, if available at a satisfactory price. 


MONDAY FEBRUARY 7 


Havana Charter 


Asked which of the provisions of the General Agreement on tariffs 
and trade relating to departures from non-discrimination in import 
restrictions, Command Paper 7258, would apply to the United 
Kingdom, the President said that Article XIV of the General Agree- 
ment (as amended by the Contracting Parties at Havana in March 
1948 to bring it into line with Article 23 of the Havana Charter for an 
International Trade Organization) provided two alternative sets of 
rules relating to departures from non-discrimination in import 
restrictions designed to safeguard the balance of payments to which 
countries may choose to conform. The first permitted countries to 
discriminate by means of import restrictions to the same extent as 
they would be entitled under the rules of the International Monetary 
Fund to discriminate by means of exchange restrictions, and in 
addition to maintain and adapt to changing circumstances any dis- 
criminatory measures which they were taking on March 1, 1948. 
The second permitted countries to discriminate where this enabled 
them to obtain additional imports over and above the volume they 
could afford to purchase on a non-discriminatory basis, provided 
that certain conditions were complied with. 

His Majesty’s Government were satisfied that the second set of 
rules would give the United Kingdom the greater measure of freedom 
and flexibility in import policy, and had notified the Contracting Parties 
to the General Agreement of their desire to take advantage of these 
rules. ‘They had also notified the Interim Commission for the 
International Trade Organization of their desire to take advantage of 
the corresponding alternative provisions of the Havana Charter if and 
when this entered into force in respect of the United Kingdom. 
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Strike at De Havilland Factories 


The Minister of Supply, Mr. George Strauss, said that about 
weeks’ output of engines for Vampire and Prentice aircraft had be 
lost as a result of the strike at the De Havilland factories. Thi woul 
affect deliveries of aircraft over the next month or two. 


Aero-Engines for U.S.S.R. 


Mr. Strauss stated that Rolls-Royce Derwent V engines Wer 
included in the 55 jet engines which were sold to the USSR i 
fulfilment of contracts placed in August 1946 and March 1947 
Further sales were not contemplated. 


Drive for Scrap 


An intensive scrap drive in this country was already being under. 
taken by a Joint Committee of the British Iron and Steel Federation 
and the National Federation of Scrap Iron, Steel and Metal Merchans 
Mr. Strauss stated. ‘This special drive, which had already resulte) 
in greatly increased collections, would continue throughout 194) 
The allocations of steel were based on the needs and relative impor. 
ance of the various users and the amount allocated for a particuly 
purpose could not be related to the amount of scrap collected, 


Stocks of Copper 


It was stated that the Ministry of Supply’s stocks of virgin copper in 
the United Kingdom on December 31, 1948, amounted to 98,000 tons 
Contracts had been made to cover adequately consumers’ estimate) 
requirements for 1949. 


Exports of Jet Aircraft 


The countries to which jet aircraft have been exported since th 
war are as follows, Mr. Strauss stated :— 


Argentina. Belgium. Canada. 
France. Holland. India. 
Norway. Sweden. Switzerland. 
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Wool Control 


Asked what duties would remain after April 1 for the Wool Contr 
to perform; and whether it was now possible for this war-time boty 
to be disbanded, the Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of Trade 
Mr. John Edwards, replied that the principal remaining duties of the 
Wool Control were rationing worsted yarn and ensuring the manimu 
production of cloth for export and a proper balance among the variou 
types used at home. The Government were anxious to remov 
controls wherever possible, but he could not yet say when the Wod 
Control would be wound up. 


Development of United States Markets 


All diplomatic and consular representatives in the United States 
had express instructions that one of their most important duties we 


the furtherance of United Kingdom exports to that market, Mr 
Edwards said. Our representation on the commercial side had beet 
steadily expanded since the war. As increased supplies of good 
became available for exports so would there be an increasing need fo 


such representatives and we should continue to expand so long as thig 


could contribute to increased sales. 


Gladioli Corms from Canada 


Gladioli corms could be imported from Canada under Open Generif 
Licence, it was stated, and no individual licences were issued. Sepatat 


statistics of the value of these imports were not readily available. 


Jute Bags 


Mr. Edwards said the need for mended jute bags for essentl 
purposes in this country was so great that export was only possibl 
in very exceptional cases, whether the destination was Germany ‘ 
anywhere else. 


Crafts Centre 


Asked how much purchase tax had been repaid to date to Scotti 
craftsmen by the Crafts Centre of Great Britain, Mr. Edwards states 
that no Scottish craftsman had so far received relief under the sche 
announced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer on July 30, 1948. 
scheme began to operate only on October 1, 1948, and the total amou! 


so far paid by way of relief was very small. Applications from © 
number of Scottish craftsmen were at present under consideration”) 


the Crafts Centre. 
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Mr. Edwards added that he was aware that certain Scottish Societies 
were considering the establishment of a Crafts Centre for Scotland. 


ary 1944 






















on President of the Board of Trade would, of course, be prepared to 

td been The 7 rest tation with the Chancellor of the Exch d 

Chis woy)y consider, in consultation wi the ancellor of the Exchequer an 
the Secretary of State for Scotland, any suggestions which may be 
made in connection with the establishment of such a centre. 

ines Wen | Paper for Football Pools aay 

‘SSR iff The allocation of paper to the individual football pool promoters 

ich 1947 HF was at present fixed at levels which were agreed with them in October 
1947, These levels were maintained at the beginning of the current 
gason and Mr. Edwards said he did not feel that it would be appro- 
priate to introduce any changes at this stage in the football season. 

Ng under. . 

‘ederation Trade with Colombia and Venezuela 

Terchans Both Colombia and Venezuela were among the markets to which the 

Y resulted attention of exporters had been energetically drawn by His Majesty’s 

= 194s, Government on many occasions, Mr. Edwards said, and exporters 

© import were given the fullest practical assistance in developing their trade with 

rate these countries. Publicity was being maintained by the Board of 





Trade and by the Information Offices of the Embassies in the two 





Copper in 
00 ton, (OAL, gas and electricity returns issued by the Ministry of Fuel and 
estimated Power in the week ending Saturday, February 5, 1949, are given 
below. All the figures are subject to revision ; in particular those 
relating to the latest week are provisional estimates which may be 
substantially altered. 

Compared with the corresponding week last year total production 
last week showed an increase of 265,300 tons—202,000 tons more from 
deep-mined and 63,300 tons more from opencast. 

Total production last week was 3,000 tons more than the previous 
week (10,100 tons less from deep-mined and 13,100 tons more from 
opencast). 

Overall output per manshift during the week ended January 29, 
1949, was again 1-15 tons—the same as the previous week. ‘This is 
more than the average overall output per manshift for the years 1938 
and 1939, which was 1-14 tons. 

Output per manshift at the face during the week ended January 29, 
1949, was 3-00 tons, compared with 2-98 tons the previous week and 
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Coal, Gas and Electricity 








Rn 294 tons during the corresponding week last year. 
imu Output of Coal Last Week 
variou ort Tons 
remo id - 
e Woo February 5, February 7, 
Week ended 1949* 1948 
SALEABLE OuTPpUT— 
Stat (i) Deep-mined 4,080,300 3,878,300 
States (ii) Opencast ... 221,100 157,800 
ies Wa [ese 
; Mr Total 4,301,400 4,036,100 
Deen 
ood Toxnace Lost (Derp-Minep)t— 
sed fo (i) Recognized holidays con <= 
as th (ii) Disputes A 586 en 8,000 28,000 
ie (iii) Accidents, breakdowns and re- 
r pairs to machinery... wal 5,600 14,100 
: (iv) Rail transport difficulties and 
} want of wagons 200 — 
ener (v) Other causes 3,600 3,200 
parate 
“ Total 17,400 45,300 
t Excluding tonnage lost through absenteeism. 
enti Based on returns collected by the National Coal Board from all coal mines. 
ssib Year’s Output of Coal to February 5 
ny 0 ee Tons 
Year to date (5 weeks) 
oa 1949* 1948 
ates SALRABLE Ooreus— 7 a“ 
er Deep-mined 19,921,500 19,730,900 
~ Opencast 893,000 749,600 
m Total 20,814,500 20,480,500 
1 DS 


















* Based on returns collected by the National Coal Board from all coal mines. 
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countries, whose commercial staffs were adequate. The Federation 
of British Industries had appointed a full-time representative in 
Venezuela. 

Exports to Venezuela had increased from £1,446,000 in 1938 to 
£13,812,000 in 1948, and great credit was due to exporters for this 
achievement. In the case of Colombia, whose capacity to absorb 
United Kingdom goods was much more limited, the corresponding 
figures were £1,761,000 and £4,361,000. 


Payments from Argentina 

Asked whether he was aware that British manufacturers who had 
fulfilled contracts for rolling stock for Argentine railways had been 
awaiting payment for a long time, and if, in view of the adjustment of 
the wheat purchase, he would press for the discharge of those out- 
standing obligations, Mr. Edwards replied that he was aware of these 
difficulties and the firms concerned had been in touch with the Board 
of Trade. Representations had already been made to the Argentine 
authorities on this matter through His Majesty’s Embassy in Buenos 
Aires and assurances had been received that steps were being taken 
to discharge the obligations referred to. He understood that officials 
of the Argentine Ministry of Transport had now arrived in this 
country to deal with this among other matters. 


Returns for February 5 


Coal Consumption 
Thousand Tons 





Ir 





























Week ended | Total year to date 
——_—_—|—— ra -| (4 weeks) 
Jan. 22, | Jan. 29, | Jan. 31, | 
1949 | 1949 1948 1949 1948 
Inland ee Re 4,227 4,211 4,143 | 16,789 | 16,489 
Exports and bunkerst 345 336 168 1,288 648 
Total inland and export... 4,572 4,547 | 4,311 | 18,077 | 17,137 

















Consumption of coal by gas and electricity undertakings in the week ended 
February 5, 1949, was 573,100 and 681,500 tons respectively. 

+ Based on National Coal Board figures of licences cleared for exports and 
Customs and Excise returns for foreign bunkers and Channel Islands. The 
programme announced for exports and bunkers does not include shipments to 


Channel Islands. 
Availability of Gas and Electricity 





Week ended | Total year to date 
| 


(5 weeks) 





Feb. 6, | 
1948 





Feb. 4, 
1949 


Jan. 28, 
1949 








1949 | 1948 





Gas— 
Made at gas works seis 
PuRCHASED FROM COKE 

OvENS we 


Million cubic feet 
10,328-1 |10,699-6 | 9,657-2 |52,617-3 |48,884-2 





1,178.0 | 1,175-2 | 1,192-7 | 5,886-4 | 5,954-4 





| 
Total available 10,849-9 |58,503-7 (54,838-6 
| 


11,506-1 |11,874°8 | 





fillion units 


id 


ELEctTRICITY— 
Sent out for public supply 
fromsolid fuel fired stations 





5,009°3 | 4,690-8 








971-2 | 1,023-5 923-6 | 





+ The figures are based on returns from all the solid fuel fired stations con- 
trolled by the British Electricity Authority and the North of Scotland Hydro- 
Electric Board and represent approximately 96 per cent. of the total electricity 
sent out for public supply by these authorities. 


Safes Make Export Contribution 


RITAIN’S heavy safe manufacturing industry has made an out- 

standing contribution to the export drive. 

I~ the last three years it has exported more than 55 per cent., or 
£605,511 worth of heavy security products, of an overall production of 
£1,092,878, compared with 29 per cent. exports in 1939. 

In 1948, the best export year in the industry’s history, six of the 
main firms sent abroad approximately £340,000 worth of heavy safe 
products, or over 68-7 per cent. of a total output of nearly £450,000. 

Figures made available to the Ministry of Supply, which allocates 
the steel used in the making of heavy security equipment, show that 
in 1947 exports rose more than 52 per cent. above those of 1946, and 
in 1948 more than 51 per cent. over those of 1947. 

These figures have been achieved despite many post-war difficulties. 
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Few Changes in Commodity Prices in January 


OARD of Trade index number of commodity prices in January 

rose by 0-3 per cent. compared with December. A substantial 

rise in the price of tomatoes was mainly responsible for the 
increase of 0-1 per cent. in the index for food and tobacco. The other 
individual price movements during January were moderate ; among 
industrial materials and manufactures, the index for which rose by 
0-4 per cent., the most noteworthy were increases for lead, lead pro- 
ducts and rubber, and reductions in the prices of wood pulp, fuel oil 
and Italian raw silk. 

Compared with 1938, the index for all articles has risen by 118 per 
cent., industrial materials and manufactures by 139 per cent. and 
food and tobacco by 83 per cent. 

The regrouped data, in which the prices of industrial materials 
(excluding fuel) are subdivided into three separate categories, showed 
a fall compared with December of 0-1 per cent. for basic materials, 
due to the lower price of paper-making materials included in this 
index. Intermediate products and manufactured articles, however, 
increased by 0-7 and 0-5 per cent., respectively. ‘The rise of 1-0 per 
cent. in the index for building materials was the result of the higher 
prices in January for lead pipes, galvanized corrugated sheets and 
white lead paint. 


Food and Tobacco 


Apart from some slight fluctuations in prices of home-grown grains, 
there were no significant changes among cereals in January. The 
market prices of both English malting and English Gazette average 
barley were about 3 per cent. lower than in December, while English 
Gazette average wheat rose in price by nearly 2 per cent. 

The price movements in the ‘‘ other food’’ group were confined 
mainly to fruit and vegetables. Prices of Canary tomatoes, which 
had fallen sharply in December, rose steadily during January ; the 
monthly average price was about 48 per cent. above the relatively low 
quotations in the previous month, but approximately the same as in 
January 1948 under similar free market conditions. ‘The average 
price of onions showed a further monthly fall, of about 143 per cent., 
the January quotations being about 48 per cent. lower than those in 
September last year prior to decontrol. Apples also were cheaper on 
the average, by about 4 per cent., but potatoes (weight of 3) rose in 


Average for the Year 1930=100 ; 


price during the month by about 1 per cent. The reduction of 
35s. 2d. per cwt. in the Ministry of Food selling price of raw : 
which came into effect on December 5, lowered the monthl 


: a 
price as calculated for the index by about 2 per cent. —— 


Industrial Materials and Manufactures 


As a result of the recent advance in the price of spelter, the Minis 
of Supply authorized increases on January 11 in the prices of certain 
galvanized steel products. So far as the index is concerned, the items 
affected were galvanized corrugated sheets and galvanized feng) 
wire, the monthly average prices of which went up by 6} and 24 per 
cent., respectively. ‘The resulting slight upward movement in the 
iron and steel index was the first change recorded since October last 
year. 

The non-ferrous metals index showed a rise for the fourth successive 
month. Following further advances on the world market, the Ministry 
of Supply raised their selling price of lead on January 1 by {11 per 
ton (10 per cent.) ; the previous change in the price of this metal 
which has reached a record level in this country, was an increase of 
£22 per ton in October last year. The average prices of lead sheets 
and pipes were correspondingly raised in January by about 9 per cent, 

The only change in raw cotton prices which actually took place 
in the month was an increase on January 24 of 0-5d. per Ib. in the 
Raw Cotton Commission’s selling price of American middling, the 
rise of 2-7 per cent. in the group index being due mainly to the carry. 
over of the price advances which occurred during the previous month, 
The increases of 4:5d. and 2-0d. per lb. on December 13 and 20, 
respectively, raised the monthly average price of Egyptian Giza 7 in 
January by nearly 8 per cent., while the monthly increase in American 
middling cotton, which had been previously advanced by 0-5d. per |b. 
on December 13, amounted to about 14 per cent. So far as yarns are 
concerned, the prices of the Egyptian qualities included in the index 
rose on the average by about 6 per cent., and those of American by 
14 per cent. Poplin dress cloth and poplin shirting, the loomstate 
prices of which rose by 5} per cent. and 13 per cent. respectively, 
were the only items among the selection of cloths to show any appre- 
ciable change. 

(Continued on next page) 
































oa 
1948 1949 
Group 
Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June} July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec. | Jan. 
I. Cereals con a 178-5 | 179-6 | 175-0 | 175-9 | 176-4 | 176-3 | 176-7 | 178-7 | 177-2 | 175-2 | 175-7 | 174-7 | 173-4 
II. Meat, fish and eggs ... 118-5 | 135-5 | 138-0 | 138-0 | 138-0 | 138-0 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 | 137-9 
III. Other food and tobacco 224-7 | 223-2 | 223-5 | 227-2 | 227-4 | 233-5 | 232-0 | 227-2 | 222-5 | 221-4 | 223-2 | 216-3 | 217-9 
Total—Food and tobacco 173-9 | 180-8 | 180-5 | 182-0 | 182-2 | 184-2 | 183-7 | 182-8 | 180-8 | 179-8 | 180-5 | 178-0 | 1781 
IV. Coal ... om 293-8 | 293-8 | 293-8 | 293-8 | 293-8 | 293-8 | 297-2 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 | 301-7 
V. Iron and steel 232-1 | 234-9 | 234-9 | 234-9 | 234-9 | 235-2 | 235-7 | 236-1 | 237-5 | 236-8 | 236-8 | 236-8 | 237-4 
VI. Non-ferrous metals 231-4 | 234-0 | 234-0 | 233-6 | 233-6 | 236-3 | 237-1 | 238-7 | 238-7 | 259-8 | 260-2 | 265-6 | 2688 
VII. Cotton... 256-1 | 257-9 | 282-7 | 321-3 | 328.9 | 335-8 | 321-7 | 309-1 |*303-0 | 297-1 | 297-6 |*306-0 | 3141 
VIII. Wool = 258-4 | 270-9 | 264-9 | 264-5 | 274-0 | 285-5 | 283-9 | 282-0 | 280-7 | 271-8 | 281-2 |*299-6 303-9 
IX. Other textiles... 167-8 | 166-7 | 165-2 | 165-0 | 165-9 | 166-3 | 168-9 | 168-9 | 168-9 | 169-1 | 170-1 | 171-1 | 1707 
X. Chenicals and oils 187-2 | 188-4 | 189-3 | 189-3 | 190-4 |*191-3 |*191-3 | 191-3 | 191-3 | 192-8 | 193-2 | 193-1 193-2 
XI. Miscellaneous ... 263-1 | 266-8 |*266-5 | 267-3 | 268-8 |*267-8 |*268-3 | 267-2 |*266-2 | 266-5 |*265-5 |*265-9 | 264-7 
Total—Industrial materials and manufac- 
tures... 234-5 | 273-4 | 238-5 | 240-9 | 242-7 |*244-1 | 244-0 | 243-3 |*243-0 | 243-3 | 244-0 |*246-3 | 247-1 
Total—All articles 21L-1 | 216-7 | 217-2 | 219-3 | 220-4 |*222-1 |*221-8 | 221-1 |*220-0 | 219-8 | 220-5 |*220-8 | 221-4 
Industrial materials (excluding fuel)— 
Basic materials ~ a 289-7 | 293-8 | 293-4 | 296-8 | 301-7 |*304-0 |*303-7 | 301-2 |*298-5 | 299-4 | 301-0 |*307-7 | 307-5 
Intermediate products 239-7 | 244-2 |*246-2 | 246-9 | 248-9 | 250-9 | 250-5 | 249-6 |*249-8 | 250-5 | 251-2 | 254-1 | 2560 
Manufactured articles 206-4 | 207-8 | 209-4 | 213-1 | 213-2 | 213-9 |*213-6 | 213-1 | 213-7 | 213-6 | 213-9 |*214-2 | 2153 
Building Materials 213-7 | 218-7 |*218-7 | 218-7 | 218-7 | 218-3 | 218-2 | 218-0 | 218-2 | 222-0 | 222-0 | 222-0 | 2242 









































—— nd 





* Revised figures. 
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wholesale Price Index Numbers—(Continued) 


Values of several qualities of raw wool showed an easier tendency 
during January, and average prices as a whole fell by about 4} per 

t. The quotations for botany noils and crossbred tops, which 
rose if January by 33 and 6 per cent., respectively, reflected the earlier 
advance in raw wool prices. Yarn prices, however, showed little 
change, the only appreciable movements in January being increases 
of 6 and 3 per cent., respectively, in the average prices of wool skeins 
and botany weaving yarns. ‘The group index for these commodities 
rose in January by 1-4 per cent., compared with a monthly increase 
of 66 per cent. in December. 


Among “‘ other textiles,” Italian raw silk was outstanding with a 
fall in price of 12} per cent., while Japanese raw silk was dearer by 
4} per cent. The only other change recorded in January was an in- 
crease of 2 per cent. in the average price of raw jute, the net effect 
on the group index being a decline of 0-3 per cent. 


Following the recent decline on overseas markets, the leading oil 
companies reduced the price of fuel oil in this country on January 3 
by 4d. per gallon (about 5} per cent.) ; this is the second reduction 
since November when the Government-fixed prices of petroleum 
products became maximum permitted prices, and fuel oil was brought 
down in price by }d. per gallon. The increased cost of lead was re- 
fected in a rise of 93 per cent. in the price of lead acetate, which is 
weraged with nine other chemicals in calculating the price series for 
“other chemicals ’’ in the index ; white lead paint was also advanced 
in price, by about 43 per cent. 


The fall of 0-4 per cent. in the ‘‘ miscellaneous ’’ group was due to 
ageneral reduction on January 8th in the prices of wood pulp, which 
have been stable since the beginning of 1948. The monthly average 
prices of the four types of chemical wood pulp included in the index 
fell by about 5 per cent., while that of mechanical wood pulp (weight 
of 2) was 3 per cent. lower. Esparto also was cheaper, by about 
34 per cent. The only other commodity price change in this group 
was in respect of rubber, which was dearer in January by nearly 
8 per cent. 


Commodity Groups 


The table below shows the number of items included in each of 
the groups of commodities distinguished in compiling the index 
number, and the percentage changes in each group comparing prices 
in January with those of a month and a year earlier and with those 
in 1938. 





























| 
Index Percentage change 
No. No. compared with 
Group of 

‘nas items Jan. Dec. Jan. Year 

1949 1948 1948 1938 

I. Cereals aa =a 20 173-4 —0-8 —2-9 +57°8 

II, Meat, fish and eggs... 20 137-9 * +16-4 +60-5 

Ill. Other food and 

tobacco ... aes 28 217-9 +0:7 —3:0 | +123-5 

Tota—Food and tobacco 68 178-1 +0-1 +2-4 +83:-1 

IV. Coal... ite se 9 301-7 * +2:-7 {-145-0 

V. Iron and steel _ 37 237-4 +0-2 +2-3 +70-7 

VI. Non-ferrous metals 8 268-8 +1-2 +161 +184-6 

VI. Cotton ww Sw | 10 | S14 42-7 | 429-7 |+4275-6 

VIII. Wool sas sie 1] 303-9 +-1-4 +17°6 +199-6 

IX. Other textiles wen 9 170-7 —0°3 +1-7 |+148:3 

X. Chemicals and oils... 15 193-2 +0°1 +3-2 |+103-9 

XI. Miscellaneous sae 33 264-7 —0-4 +0-7 |+184-0 
Total—Industrial materials x i | “an 

and manufactures wos | AOR 247-1 0-4 +5:4 |+138-8 

Total—Ai! articles ooo 1 OO 221-4 +0:3 | +4-4 +118-3 
Industrial materials (ex- | ’ oie 

cluding fuel):— H 

Basic materials ... ioe 33 307°5 —0-] +6-2 |+231-1 

Intermediate products ... 38 256-0 +0-7 +68 |+145-0 

Manufactured articles ... | 48 215-3 +0°5 +43 +92-0 

Building materials ak ee 224-2 +1-0 | 44:9 |+115-5 

















*No appreciable change. 
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Percentage Changes 


The following table shows in 5 per cent. ranges the increases and 
decreases among the price averages for food and industrial materials :-— 


JANUARY COMPARED WITH DECEMBER 














Food and tobacco Industrial materials 
(68 items) (132 items) 
Per cent. 
Increases | Decreases | Increases | Decreases 
10-15 ... a re Sat + 1 — — 
5-10 ... os er ee o a 8 2 
Under 5 ae wa ha 8 8 20 8 
Total. ... ae 9* 9 28 10 

















* Including an increase of 48 per cent. in the monthly average price of 
tomatoes. 


Note.—(1) The index is computed as a geometric average of 200 price 
changes, the weight given to any commodity being proportional to the 
value of the imports and production of that commodity in 1930, corrected 
so as to prevent multiple counting at different stages of manufacture. 

(2) In cases where the Government buys a commodity at one price and 
resells it at a lower one (e.g., home-produced meat), the subsidized price 
is the one used for the index ; where different prices are charged according 
to the use to which the article is put (e.g., in the case of sugar and flour) 
a weighted average of these is taken. 

(3) The commodities in groups V to XI are regrouped to give the index 
numbers for basic materials, intermediate products and manufactured 
articles. In many cases quotations are available for basic materials, but 
not for corresponding products at later stages of manufacture ; the very 
large rise for some of these (e.g., paper-making materials) largely accounts 
for the fact that this index has risen most compared with 1938. Similarly, 
the greater rise for intermediate products than for manufactured articles 
is largely due to the timber items included in this index. 

(4) The index for building materials is based on a selection of com- 
modities from groups V, VI, X and XI. 


QUICK-FROZEN 
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QUAYSIDE PRODUCTS LTD 
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Trade of Wholesale Textile Houses sade 
ra 
H Fall in Sales in December < 
eavy Fall in Sales 1 ee 
(2 per ¢ 
HERE was a substantial fall of nearly 30 per cent. in sales by Percentages of Corresponding Values for 1947 
wholesale textile houses in December. This has been usual Sales . Sales L 
since 1940 and before the war December sales were lower than : me Stooks af 
R as ‘ Class of Merchandise end of Total 
in November, though the decline was smaller. Last December, Dec. |Jan.toDec| Dees than in | 
however, stocks also remained rather low relative to the high figures or hich fo 
returned in the middle of the year and, for the first time in 1948, Household textiles ras Sse sea 129-9 110-6 103-8 n rc 
they were lower in value than a year earlier, the decline being mainly _Dress materials vee ee eee | 109-6 105-3 120-9 pone ‘ 
in women's and children’s wear. W omens wear eco eee @e0 ooo 113-6 106-2 | 88-9 es 
The three main sections all shared in the drop in sales. Women’s C od Wen — 7 en “- “ame , 
wear, already well down from the October peak, fell by 26 per cent. Knits, ys nna: — ibid ee 122.3 rT 4 729 . add 
y h th while men’s and boys’ wear and dress materials seaman -> Tae 3 ag 9.6 4 848 sho 5 
over the mon oy 2 ; Millinery and artificial flowers... — 133-2 108-7 10:1 than in 1 
fell by 31 and 36 per cent. respectively. Stock rises were small T-asticn’ hiwe is ‘ai ins as 107°1 133-7 1118 tp be av 
with the exception of men’s wear which increased by 14 per cent. Woven underwear ji 133-3 127-7 86:5 dost 2 
Compared with December 1947 sales were 16 per cent. higher. In Other underwear (inc. sanitary goods) 125-1 117-0 84.0 
contrast to preceding months household goods and furnishings Girls’ and children’s wear . 94:3 101-2 89:9 
showed most increase, about one-third and one-fifth respectively, Haberdashery, trimmings, buttons, etc. 92-3 86-9 99-0 
among the main categories. The only fall occurred in fancy goods ional veg soeae tee tee ae 119-2 116-6 114-2 lr 
where results have been consistently poor. Among the’sub-categories Ready-made clothing ... Wn ” 117-9 108-3 1075 
of women’s wear, changes in sales varied from falls of over 5 per  Qjoveg On” Boece take ead 118-2 99-7 
cent. in children’s wear and haberdashery to a rise of over 50 per Boots and shoes* ... a or a 123-5 | 123-9 914 
cent. in outerwear. Furnishings ... bis See on 120-5 125-1 101-2 HE f 
A : Fancy departments... ses -_ sae 89-2 81-2 94-2 T . 
Change in Stocks During 1948 Sports andtravel*... ...  ... ase | 104-6 91-2 118 hn 
: . Misce 99. 5 d ‘oup. 
Stocks at the end of December were almost without exception Miscellancous es oe ca ti senetied i 78 fe 
relatively lower compared with the previous year than at the beginning Total (including geeee Menta wet ealouted | Natura 
of the month. The two sections which showed most net gain in to classes) ... nae ne , 115-8 109-8 | 994 
stocks over 1948 were dress materials, up by 21 per cent. and men’s a 7 eae 7 PRODUC" 
wear with a rise of 14 per cent. Furnishings and household goods t ee ee export which form only a small part of the tela, Malay 
‘ eporting houses do relatively little business in these categories and the Indon 
(Continued on next page) figures may not be representative of the trade of the country taken as a whole, Ceylo 
Britis 
Index Numbers of Sales and Stocks _ 
(Averages of values in 1942—100) 
Total Home Trade Women’s and Children’s Wear | Men’s and Boys’ Wear Piece-goods (Dress Materials) Consuw 
Pre-war Unite 
seasonal 1945 1946 1947 1948 1945 1946 1947 1948 1945 1946 1947 1948 1945 1946 | 1947 | 1948 Unite 
movementt | _ 
est 
SaLEs | 
| | | | jl 
January ... 55 88 98 | 123 | 123 90 | 93 | 107 | 106 68 81 | 128 | 133 | 116 | 137 | 152 | 143 
February ... 80 131 136 157 190 136 132 146 168 135 141 193 214 116 133 139 158 - 
March _... 119 125 | 120 | 163 | 176 | 132 | 117 | 147 | 165 | 122 | 113 | 162 | 187 | 105 | 123 | 134 | 149 ff STOCKS 
April = 109 114 133 169 172 118 137 169 157 106 128 171 186 97 120 127 155 Prodt 
May... sie 106 98 147 175 153 102 154 174 136 91 135 181 181 79 127 136 144 Cons: 
June ae 90 92 108 150 163 95 109 139 148 87 102 153 178 78 106 156 147 Afloa 
| 
July ve | 67 92 123 148 144 92 117 125 | 126 82 131 164 174 86 123 154 140 
August ae | 71 92 138 149 163 93 137 133 | 146 93 157 172 190 75 121 134 139 * Pxc 
September ... 137 119 163 181 223 124 161 162 199 117 18) 188 261 80 126 166 184 xc 
October... 138 130 174 207 227 132 173 187 202 126 190 226 268 86 132 191 185 
November ... 122 112 151 179 216 109 144 158 186 112 163 187 267 85 115 155 179 Synthe 
December ... 106 80 112 133 154 76 104 121 137 70 112 154 184 76 93 105 115 Pessuc 
Year aA | 100 106 134 160 175 108 132 | 147 | 156 | 101 | 136 173 202 90 | 121 146 153 — 
ana 
Stocks (at end of month) Gern 
January... 95 90 94 122 176 96 104 132 183 103 93 114 172 71 74 83 142 
February ... 107 79 93 113 185 2 107 129 199 89 85 89 164 68 65 78 146 
March < 106 72 95 107 188 74 lll 121 198 82 87 90 174 54 65 75 161 Co 
April ron 103 68 95 108 191 69 107 116 195 | 7 86 91 172 52 61 76 174 “a 
May ion 99 67 90 109 189 67 99 115 192 79 84 94 181 48 64 8l 172 Unit 
June 94 76 97 122 192 78 106 127 185 84 2 111 192 55 69 103 201 ee 
uurc 
July _— 101 82 106 139 195 88 119 148 188 90 99 122 198 55 68 106 184 Rest 
August see lll 78 100 139 184 84 109 148 176 82 88 lll 180 56 72 120 198 
September ... 107 72 92 141 172 77 99 151 163 73 75 108 159 55 67 120 183 
October... 101 70 92 141 163 74 99 151 156 68 72 109 153 61 68 118 167 
November ... 95 75 94 142 150 81 100 150 141 71 79 120 149 67 74 119 154 ig 
December ... 81 86 109 156 154 92 115 162 144 87 102 148 169 74 87 132 160 TOCK: 
Year som 100 76 96 128 178 80 106 138 177 | 82 87 109 172 60 69 101 170 
* Purchase tax has been omitted in computing the values of both sales and stocks, and no adjustment has been made for changes in prices. The figures, with Tots 
the exception of home trade sales, include some goods for export, which form only a small part of the total. year 1! 
t Based on 19365 to 1938. in 194 
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Trade of Wholesale Textile Houses—(Continued) 


showed small rises but otherwise stocks fell by varying amounts. 
In women’s wear the only sub-category to show a rise was stockings 
((2per cent. up) and outerwear was down by more than a quarter. 


ales During I 948 

Total home trade sales in 1948 were almost 10 per cent. higher 
than in the previous year, largely owing to the heavy autumn sales 
ghich followed the easing of clothing rationing. Men’s wear, up by 
{7 per cent., showed the most rise of the three clothing groups while 
yomen’s wear and dress materials rose by rather more than 5 per 
wt, Furnishings rose by as much as 25 per cent. and household 
testiles by a little over a tenth; gloves and boots and shoes were 
jo well up. For the remaining three categories sales were less 
than in 1947, the first contractions since more consumer goods began 
ty be available after the end of the war; in fancy goods the fall was 
imost 20 per cent. 


International Rubber Situation 
during 1948 


T= following advance information of the world’s rubber position 
during 1948 is given by the Secretariat of the Rubber Study 
Group. All figures given are in thousands of long tons. 


Natural Rubber 





PRODUCTION Year 1948 Year 1947 
Malaya 698 646 
Indonesia 430 278 (rev.) 
Ceylon 95 89 
British Borneo 62 54 
Others 230 188 

TOTAL 1,595 1,252 

CONSUMPTION a 
United States 623 562 
United Kingdom 194 153 
Europe god 365 210 
Rest of the World 225 185 

TOTAL 1,407 1,110 

Stocks End 1948 End 1947 
Producing areas 230 230 
Consuming areas* 305* 290* 
Afloats 230 240 

TOTAL 765 760 


* Excluding such"government stocks as are not available to industry. 


Synthetic Rubber 














PRODUCTION Year 1948 Year 1947 
United States 490 509 
Canada oe As ae wire 40 42 
Germany (British Zone)... ee 3 8 

TOTAL 533 559 

ConsuMPTION Year 1948 Year 1947 
United States as oe 450 560 
United Kingdom... oa ae K 3 
Europe “liga i Re 15 32 
Rest of the World 20 30 

TOTAL 488 625 
| Stocks End 1948 End 1947 
TOTAL 125 77 


Total consumption of natural and synthetic rubber during the 
foe” amounted to 1,895,000 tons compared with 1,735,000 tons 
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Third Report on House Construction 


HE Inter-departmental Committee, appointed in September 1942, 

‘to consider materials and methods of construction suitable for the 
building of houses and flats having regard to efficiency, economy and 
speed of erection,”’ and reconstituted in 1944 to advise the Minister of 
Health, the Secretary of State for Scotland and the Minister of Works 
‘** on materials and methods of construction for the building of houses 
and flats, and in particular to advise on the experimental work in 
connection with house-building being carried out by the Ministry 
of Works,’’ has made two previous reports. 


The first report, completed and published before the reconstitution 
of the Committee, made suggestions on the basic technical considera- 
tions for house construction and discussed details of non-traditional 
constructions used in the inter-war period. In November 1945 the 
Committee’s Second Report was published, which consisted of details 
of eight systems of alternative construction, together with Appendices 
on (1) the protection of light-gauge steel and wrought-iron against 
corrosion, (2) condensation within roofs and walls of composite con- 
struction, and (3) fire hazard. 


The third and last Report* now published gives details of ten more 
alternative systems, selected as representative examples of different 
types of construction, together with recommendations on a number of 
matters of general application where non-traditional systems are 
concerned ; notes on Thermal Insulation and Foundations prepared 
for the Committee by the Building Research Station. Also included 
is a list, which indexes and classified all systems of non-traditional 
construction which have been referred to in the three Reports or 
approved by the Committee as suitable for post-prototype develop- 
ment or use by Local Authorities. 


* Post-war Building Studies No. 25: House Construction. Third 
Report of an Interdepartmental Committee appointed by the Minister of 
Health, the Secretary of State for Scotland and the Minister of Works. 
Published by His Majesty’s Stationery Office, price 2s. Od. net (2s. 3d. 
post free.) 


WHICH IS MORE ECONOMIC--- 




















A fleet of vans from different textile manufacturers serving the retail, 
or one van from the wholesaler delivering the pick of their products? 
Which method saves manpower, transport, time and money? 


Issued in the interests of Economic Textile Distribution 


THE WHOLESALE TEXTILE ASSOCIATION 
75 Cannon Street, London, E.C.4 
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The Week’s Auction Sales Arranged by the 
Ministry of Supply 


T the Ministry of Supply Depot No. 98, 12-14 Tower Bridge 
Road, London, S.E.1, on February 22-23, the stores to be offered 
will include a 2-ton portable platform weighing machine, motors 
up to 25 h.p., motor alternators, electric magnetic crack-detector, 
centrifugal suction pumps, metal differential pumps, pulley blocks, 
double-ended box spanners, copper wire, unirubber cable, aluminium 
rod, scrap batteries and accumulators, web, canvas and leather 
anklets, carpet rags, old waterproof covers, medical stores, electrical 
and wireless equipment, old bicycles and numerous other effects. 
A wide variety of stores will be on offer at the Admiralty Storage 
Depot, Risley, near Warrington, Lancs, on February 23, and will 
include alternators, air trunks, aerial units, ammeters, amplifiers, 
blowers, boxes, batteries, brushes and _ brush-holders, bellows, 
circuit-breakers, condenser units, calibrators, control units, cathode- 
ray units, cement, cable, caps, cords, dipoles, die-castings, earth mats, 
earthenware bottles, filter units, fuse boxes, fuse wire, felting, gauges, 
gearboxes, gaskets, gyro repeaters, generators, galvanometers, 
headphones, heater units, hoods, insulators, junction boxes, jacks, 
lamps, lampholders, loud-speakers, leather transit cases, loading 
units, micrometers, microphones, motors, mirrors, mild steel tubing, 
masts, plastic belts, packings, rectifiers, resistors, racks, receivers, 
stowage boxes, scales, screens, suppressors, starters, tables, tools, 
trays, tents, thermostats, thermometers, trolleys, time switches, 
visors, voltmeters, valveholders, volume controls, wavemeters, wheels, 








windows, 42 tons of electronic scrap and many other radio and 
electrical items. 

On February 25, at the R.A.F. Maintenance Unit No. 25, sub-site 
Edgehill, near Banbury, Oxfordshire, the stores to be offered include 
periscopic sights, plastic domes, waterproof canvas bags, jerry cans 
canvas buckets, power-driven balloon winches, receivers, dinghy 
inflators, felt, balloons, miscellaneous photographic equipmes, 
gravel-spreaders, metal stands, wood trestles, large metal tanks, 
various cylindrical cartons, concrete slabs slotted for cycles, tent 
boards, drums of chloride of lime, hessian sheets, miscellaneous 
cable, transformer, metal cable reels, scanners, metal canisters 
indicator units Johnson mechanical brush, long wooden wing trestles 
and other items. 

Stores lying at the Returned Stores Depot, Highbridge, Somerset 
are to be offered at the Highbridge Town Hall on March 3, and will 
include sleeping-bags, blankets, bicycles and spares, small lifting 
gear, canteen equipment and various hardware items, various ladders 
mattresses, about 40 tons wet batteries, hand tools, empty drums, 
bacon-slicing machines, steel cupboards, saddlery, quantities of 
mild steel and welding rods, and many other valuable items. 

Details of these and other sales arranged by the Ministry of Supply 
can be found in the list below. Catalogues, which will permit admis. 
sion on all view days in addition to admission to the sale, can be 
obtained from the auctioneer, price sixpence. 








Date Store Location | Auctioneer 
Feb. 7-23 Motor vehicles, cars, trailers and motor M.O.S. Depot, Byram Park, Brotherton, Yorks. | Hollis & Webb, 3 Park Place, Leeds, 1. (Tel; 
cycles. Leeds 29671/2.) 
Feb. 16 R.A.F. miscellaneous stores, mainly engin- | R.A.F. M.U. No. 16, Sandon Road, Stafford ... | South & Stubbs, Bank Passage, Stafford. 
eering, radio and electrical. (Tel. : Stafford 82.) 
Feb. 16-17 Sleeping bags, clothing, soiled parachutes, | M.O.S. Depot, Alexandra Dock, South Quay, | Victor Osmond & Co., 6 St. Stephen's Avenue, 
assorted wrapping paper, hand trucks, Newport. Bristol, 1. (Tel. : Bristol 23281.) 
small tools. 
Feb. 22-23 General miscellaneous stores and equip- | M.O.S. Depot 98, Tower Bridge Road, London, | Fuller, Horsey, Son & Cassell, 10  Billiter 
ment. $.E.1. Square, London. (Tel.: Royal 4861.) 
Feb, 22-24 Tractors, diesel locos, pile driving equip- | M.O.S. Depot 74, OSD, South Littleton. near | E. G. Righton & Son, Estate Office, Evesham. 
ment, concrete mixers, stone crushers, ete. Evesham, Wores. (Tel. : Evesham 6155.) 
Feb. 23-25 Industrial, electrical, engineering and | M.O.S. Depot 119, Knottingley, Yorks. Bentley & Son, Knottingley, Yorks. (Tel.: 
general miscellaneous stores. Knottingley 311.) 
Feb. 23 Radio and electrical equipment Admiralty Storage Depot, Risley, near Warring- | Outhwaite & Litherland, 3 Eberle Street, 
ton, Lanes. Liverpool, 2. (Tel. : Liverpool Central 6561.) 
Feb. 24 Modern machine tools . | M.O.S. Depot, Burghfield, near Reading Henry Butcher & Co., 73 Chancery Lane, 
| London, W.C. (Tel. : HOLborn 8411.) 
Feb. 25 Miscellaneous R.A.F. stores and equipment | R.A.F. M.U. No. 25 sub-site, Edgehill, near | Nock & Joseland, Bank Buildings, Kidder- 
Banbury, Oxon. | minster. (Tel. : Kidderminster 2053.) 
Mar.2_... | Miscellancous R.A.F. stores and equipment | R.A.F. M.U. No. 14, Carlisle, Cumberland | Harrison & Hetherington, 147 Botchergate, 
| | Carlisle. (Tel. : Carlisle 1792/3.) 
Mar. 3 ne Sleeping bags, blankets, small lifting gear, | Returned Stores Depot, Highbridge, Somerset. | J. H. Palmer & Sons, Bank Chambers, Burnham- 
| eyeles, canteen equipment, hardware, | (Sale to be held at the Highbridge Town Hall.) | on-Sea. (Tel. : Burnham-on-Sea 626/7.) 
| batteries, hand tools, saddlery, etc. 
Mar. 3-4 ... General miscellaneous stores and equipment | M.O.S. Depot 73, Gatend Farm, Giffen, near | Hugh Mcllwraith & Son, 269 Buchanan Street, 
| Beith, Ayrshire. | Glasgow. (Tel.: Douglas 1888/9.) 
All the above sales have previously been announced in the Board of Trade Journal. 
Newly Arranged Sales 
Mar. 7-8 , Motor vehicles and motor cycles . ; Command Vehicle Park, R.A.O.C., Long Kesh, ; J. D. Nicholl & Co., 43/47 Chichester Street, 
| near Lisburn, N. Ireland. Belfast. (Tel. : Belfast 25757.) 
Mar. 8-11... | Motor vehicles, etc. ... | M.O.S. Depot, Elstow, Kempston Hardwick, | W. & H. Peacock, 10 Lime Street, Bedford. 
| Bedford. (Tel. : Bedford 3115.) 
Mar. 8-11... | General miscellaneous stores and equipment | M.O.S. Depot 1, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, S.E.18| Wheatley, Kirk, Price & Co., 2 South Audley 
| Street, London. (Tels.: Regent 7150 and 
} | 7159.) 
Mar. 10 | Hand tools, household hardware, hessian | Returned Stores Depot, Barlow, near Selby, | Bartle & Son, Garforth, Leeds. (Tel. : Garforth 
scrap, canvas rags, oil heaters, textiles, | Yorks. 26.) 
portable cranes, gantries, conveyors, 
cycles, ete. } 
Mar. 10-11 Motor vehicles, etc. ... M.O.S. Depot, Duddingston, Edinburgh | John Swan & Sons, 5 Clifton Terrace, Edin- 
| burgh, 12. (Tel. : Edinburgh 62383.) 
Mar. 10-11 General miscellaneous stores and equipment | M.O.S. Depot 142, Byley, Cranage, near | Rushton, Son & Kenyon, 12 York Street, Man- 


Middlewich, Cheshire. 
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OFFICIAL 


Definition of Gaberdine Cloth 


f0LLOWING the clothing ration changes announced in the Board 
of Trade Journal last week, the description of gaberdine given below 
may be of assistance to traders in determining the kind of woven wool 
doth which is still rationed :— 

“A gsmooth-face closely woven twill-weave material with a 
preponderence of warp threads over weft to give a steep diagonal 
ribbed effect.” 

The Board of T'rade regard Utility cloths Nos. 215, 215A, 223 and 
203A and similar cloths in non-Utility as falling within this description 
ind, therefore, rationed. Although the term “ gaberdine ”’ is some- 
times applied to other woven wool cloths these are not regarded as 
ntioned if they do not comply with the description above. 


Correspondence on Binder Twine 


4$ a consequence of the release of staff following relaxation in the 
wntrol of hemp, matters relating to binder twine hitherto dealt with 
jy the Board of Trade, Hemp Control, Chester, will in future be the 
esponsibility of the Board of Trade, Raw Materials Department, 
R.M.4B), Room 257, I.C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1, to 
shich communications regarding binder twine should be addressed. 


Board of Trade Appointment 


yR. JOHN EDWARDS, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the Board 
¢Trade, has appointed Mr. D. W. Savage to be his Private Secretary. 


Board of Trade—Northern Region 


AS from January 1, 1949, the sub-office of the Board of Trade at 
3) Roper Street, Whitehaven ; telephone: Whitehaven 470-1 (to the 
regional office at Newcastle-on-Tyne), became a district office. 

The death of Mr. John G. Rhodes, Regional Controller, Board of 
Trade, Northern Region, Newcastle-on-Tyne, occurred on January 27, 
1949, 


Assistant Official Receiver 


THE Board of Trade have appointed Mr. Leonard Edmund Ingram, 
Second Class Examiner in Bankruptcy (High Court) to be Assistant 
Official Receiver in Bankruptcy for the District of Aylesbury, Brent- 
ford, Chelmsford, Edmonton, Hertford, St. Albans, Southend and 
Brentwood County Courts; the Bankruptcy District of Croydon and 
Woolwich, Guildford, Kingston (Surrey) and Wandsworth, and also 
forthe Bankruptcy District of the County Courts at Reading, Banbury, 
Newbury, Oxford and Windsor, with effect from December 16, 1948. 


Electrical Signs Manufacturers’ Deputation 


ADEPUTATION of the Electrical Sign Manufacturers’ Association 
was received on Monday afternoon at the Ministry of Fuel and Power. 

The Association’s memorandum on the restoration of a limited use 
ofelectrical signs was fully discussed and the deputation was promised 
tht the Minister would give careful consideration to the views 
cap 


0il Consumers’ Council 


CHAIRMAN and members of the Oil Consumers’ Council which 
twas decided to set up after the dissolution of the Petroleum Board, 
have now been appointed by the Minister of Fuel and Power. 

The chairman of the Council is Sir William Palmer, chairman 
of the British Rayon Federation, chairman of the Building Materials 
tices Committee, and vice-chairman of British Optical and Precision 
Engineers Ltd. He was formerly Principal Industrial Adviser to the 
Board of Trade. 
The Council will consider any matter affecting the sale and supply 
of petroleum products in the United Kingdom. Such matters may be 
considered either as a result of representations from consumers or 
on the initiative of the Council. The conclusions of the Council 
wil, In appropriate cases, be notified to the Minister of Fuel and 
Power, and the Minister may also ask the Council to report on 
matters which he may refer to it. 

The oil industry is represented on the Council by Mr. C. M. 
pack, managing director and general manager of Shell-Mex and 

P. Limited and chairman of the Unitéd Kingdom Petroleum 
ndustry Advisory Committee, and by Mr. L. Sinclair, director of the 


Anglo-American Oil Company Limited and member of the United 


dom Petroleum Industry Advisory Committee. 
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The term of office of all members, in the first instance, is three 
years. The secretary of the Council is Mr. F. E. W. Barnett, Ministry 
of Fuel and Power. 


Petrol for Commercial Travellers 


FOLLOWING discussion with the United Commercial Travellers’ 
Association and the Association of British Chambers of Commerce, 
the Minister of Fuel and Power has decided to increase the scale of 
maximum allowances which may be granted to commercial travellers. 

The maximum allowances will be increased by approximately 
10 per cent. Within the maximum, applications will continue to be 
assessed on their merits. 

The increased allowances will be available from the beginning of 
the next period covered by the application. They will not be retro- 
spective. It is not necessary for any special application to be made as 
allowances at the new rates will be issued automatically where an 
increase is justified. 


Exports of Onions 


THE Ministry of Food has made arrangements, in agreement with 
the Board of Trade, for the grant of licences permitting the export 
of onions up to the end of March 1949. 

Anyone desiring to take advantage of these arrangements should 
submit an application for an export licence to the Board of Trade, 
Export Licensing Branch, Regis House, 43/46, King William Street, 
London, E.C.4. 


Marshall Aid Aluminium 


A MEMORANDUM has been released in Washington on the recent 
statements that, during 1948, the United Kingdom, while importing 
virgin aluminium from Canada financed by Marshall Aid, has been 
exporting aluminium scrap to the United States at inflated prices. 

The memorandum gives the result of a joint investigation made by 
E.C.A., London and the Ministry of Supply. It shows that no 
aluminium was exported from the United Kingdom to the United 
States as scrap. More than half the aluminium ascribed to United 
Kingdom sources did not in fact come from this country. The 
remainder of the aluminium concerned was manufactured products, 
not scrap. 


C.0.D. Parcels for Pakistan and Gwadur 


CASH on delivery parcels may now be sent to Pakistan and to the 
Persian Gulf port of Gwadur, the Postmaster-General announces. 
The maximum trade charge is £2. 


Olympic Games Postage Stamps 


THE Postmaster-General announces that the total sales of the special 
Olympic Games postage stamps were :— 
24d “ a 


; 155,350,000 
3d. 32,554,000 
6d. 24,397,000 
1s. 32,187,000 


BRITISH STANDARDS 


Impregnated asbestos-covered solid copper conductors 


The series of British Standards for electrical conductors has 
recently been extended by the issue of a specification for impregnated 
asbestos-covered conductors (B.S. 1497/48) as used in the windings 
of electrical apparatus. 

This British Standard, which is based upon data supplied by the 
Electrical Research Association, deals with the properties of the 
copper conductor and with the thickness and physical and electrical 
properties of the asbestos covering. A series of tests is prescribed, 
including an ageing test. Price 2s., post free. 


Photographic safelight-screens and housings 
Users of photographic safelights have been inconvenienced in the 
past by the lack of interchangeability between safelight screens made 


by different manufacturers. 
In order to remove this source of trouble the British Standards 
Institution have prepared and published B.S. photographic safelight 
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screens and housings (B.S. 1496 : 1948) at the request of the British (i) illumination at the time of exposure ; (ii) type of scene : 


Photographic Manufacturers’ Association and the Wholesale Photo- of sensitized material. + i) peg 
graphic Finishers’ Association. The tables had been based on the information available at that time 
This British Standard specifies the dimensions of safelight-screens A new method of determining photographic speed, common to the 
and housings necessary to ensure interchangeability of screens of United Kingdom and America, was adopted and published 
the same nominal size. B.S. 1380 in 1947. ’ 
The nominal sizes of safelight-screens specified are classified as The revised exposure tables now published agree with th 
primary and secondary. The secondary sizes are not recommended equivalent American Standard. They provide a method of fin rn 
for future design. Price 1s., post free. an appropriate combination of exposure time and lens aperture 
; from any combination of geographical latitude, time of year and 
Photographic Exposure Tables time of day, weather conditions and type of scene. 
British Standard 935 : 1948, Photographic Exposure ables, is a The standard includes a separate table to deal with reversal 
revision of a standard which was published originally in 1941, at the materials intended for projection. Price 2s., post free. 
request of the Admiralty. The first edition followed the general Copies of these standards can be obtained from the British Standards 


practice for exposure tables by taking into account three factors: Institution, Sales Department, 24 Victoria Street, London, S.W,, 


Registrations of British and Foreign Films 


HE following are details of films registered by the Board of Trade under the Cinematograph Films Acts, 
1938 and 1948, during the week ended Tuesday, February 8, 1949 :— 


























| | Length Date of 
Title of film | Registered in the Name of Maker’s Name | Registered No.| (feet) Registration 
eee SS se ee — — ms Teheran — ee “| pepe | 
Britisu 
The Small Back Room _... — — ..» | British Lion Film Corpn. Ltd. British Lion Production Assets | Br/E 12140 9,627 February 2 
Ltd. 
Stable Secrets es ve ses se --- | Monarch Film Corp. Ltd. .-- | Monarch Film Corp. Ltd. a Br/E 12141 2,987 February 2 
Kings of the Turf ... be 7am eo ... | General Film Distributors, Ltd. | Burt Hyams get ee Br/E 12142 3,087 February 2 
Looking at Birds ... ~ sok vee si ss s Editorial Film Productions Ltd. Br/E 12143 896 February 2 
This Modern Age—No. 25—Struggle for Oil ... - > This Modern Age Ltd. ... ea Br/E 12144 1,804 February 2 
Once Upon a Dream = ee vs side v4 7” Triton Films Ltd. bea bs Br/E 12146 7,583 February 2 
The Passionate Friends ... <a oe sh . Pinewood Films Ltd. ... .» | Br/E 12147 8,154 February 2 
Silent Dust ~ he a ue ... | Associated British-Pathe Ltd. Associated British Picture Corp. | Br/E 12148 7,363 February 3 
Ltd. 
Power and the Story ee ar .-» | Monarch Film Corp. Ltd. ... ; Clapham Park Film Studios Ltd. | Br/E 12149 1,725 February 3 
My African People pee i rie ... | New Realm Pictures Ltd. ... | Joseph Best (Productions) Ltd. | Br/E 12150 3,550 February 4 
Australian Diary No. 18 . | Metro-Goldwyn Mayer Pictures | Australian News and Informa- Br/E 12153 997 February 7 
Ltd. tion Bureau 
Australian Diary No. 19 cs ns a . - na re Br/E 12154 891 February 7 
Place for a Village se as = A en es es Br/E 12155 949 February 7 
Vote for Huggett it sie = ... | General Film Distributors Ltd. | Gainsborough Pictures (1928) Br/E 12165 7,618 February 7 
Ltd. 
A Greedy Boy’s Dream ... oe ae a - = Public Relationship Films Ltd. Br/E 12166 1,893 February 7 
With Uncle Bill at the Zoo—No. 4—In the | 7 < F. Ratcliffe-Holmes ue Br/E 12167 975 February 7 
Mammal House. 
With Uncle Bill at the Zoo—No. 5—Beaks and i = ” Br/E 12168 982 February 7 
Claws. | 
With Uncle Bill at the Zoo—No. 6—Zoo Babies a ra A a Br/E 12169 965 February 7 
Our Club Magazine—No. 40—Swimming Faults | ee f Wallace Productions Ltd. ... | Br/NQ 12170 915 February 7 
By Machine. 
Our Club Magazine—No. 41—The Crofters A Se os na ... | Br/NQ 12171 898 February 7 
Our Club Magazine—No. 42—Visit to a Salt | s ‘ s . ... | Br/NQ 12172 972 February 7 
Factory. 
ForrEIGN 
The Lost Moment aie ee ue ... | General Film Distributors Ltd. | Universal International Films F 12145 7,968 February 2 
Inc. 
Wranglers Roost ... —_ s jes ... | New Realm Pictures Ltd. ... | Stern Productions Corp. F 12151 5,168 February 4 
Class in Archery ... ee one a jf - i ... | Howard Hill Productions F 12152 846 February 4 
The Cat that Hated People a — ... | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures | Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer F 12156 632 February 7 
Ltd. 
The City of Little Men ... L ioe xe “ me om = eee F 12157 901 February 7 
Ice Aces ane bis ei siti 5 * ~ Jy “s Me F 12158 | 786 February 7 
Let’s Cogitate mm - - * sate F 12159 | 719 February 7 
Liebestraum v4 nah See os a a 2 a a de F 12160 | 546 February 7 
Night Life in Chicago me = be ce" © - m ” - F 12161 803 February 7 
Professor Tom... ~~ - is ee = ‘i i . ve F 12162 680 February 7 
Wandering Through Wales = ~~ ~ ne a oe F 12163 850 February 7 
A Wee Bit of Scotland ... co ae ive m € e ee = F 12164 893 February 7 

















: ~ ‘Br/E indicates that the film is an exhibitors’ quota film. 
Br/NQ indicates that the film is a British film but NOT an exhibitors’ quota film. 
*,* The registered length of the film “ Dynamite ” (F 12113), registered on January 27, 1949, has been altered to 6,116 feet. 


The registration particulars of the undermentioned films have been amended so as to provide for a shortened version, as follows :— 





{ 














{ . 
Title of Film | Registration No. Date of Registration Long Version (fect) | Short Version (feet) 
_— or ik queer _— lr eee ee go ae i ee arene —— 
It’s A Great Game ; tite sie or Br/E 11233 March 31, 1948 3,111 2,933 
Riding Thro’ the Ridings a soe ce Br/E 11227 | March 31, 1948 3,210 | 2,993 
A Lover and His Lass. ai > — Br/E 11229 March 31, 1948 | 3,024 | 2,987 
| 


a aes 2 Oe Ce Oe OTe IE: AE —_ oo. aes a 
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OVERSEAS TRADE SECTION 


Trade Conditions and Prospects in British East Africa 


The following article has been written for the Board of Trade Journal by the United Kingdom Trade Commissioner in East Africa. 
The Commercial Relations and Exports Department, I.C. House, Millbank, London, S.W.1, will be pleased to answer any questions 
arising out of this article. 


N assessing the value of the British East African market it is 
important that United Kingdom exporters should remember that 
peculiar limitations may perhaps exist owing to the composition 
of the population. ‘The structure of the population is roughly as 




















follows:— 

Country | Europeans Asians and others Africans 
i | 29,320 124,800 4,055,000 
Uganda 3,600* 37,600 3,967,000 
Tanganyika ... 10,700* 59,300 5,581,000 
Janzibar 300 61,800 202,100 

Total ‘ | 43,920 283,500 13,805, 100 











* Excluding 3,800 Polish refugees in official camps, 1,400 in Uganda and 
2.400 in Tanganyika. 


The effect of this composition is that for many lines of medium or 
superior quality and for certain consumer goods the East African 
market is limited to the Europeans plus a few thousand Asians and 
others conforming to a European middle-class standard of living. 
This means that the market provided for such goods may be little 
more than that of a fair-sized residential town in the United Kingdom. 

Many manufacturers and exporters seem not to be alive to this 
position and therefore expect too much from their agents in the 
market (which they frequently compare or confuse with South 
Africa). It should also be borne in mind that the heavy expenses 
incurred in travelling such a wide area preclude the majority of 
manufacturers’ representatives from specializing in a few lines only 
or in a limited number of agencies, and for this reason it is usually 
difficult to find the specialist agent so many manufacturers would 
prefer as their representative. Most agents handle a wide variety 
of lines, and in order to make the individual agencies profitable, 
require them to be for all four territories. ‘There are, however, 
teo many agents who carry an excessive number of lines, and the 
utmost care is necessary in the appointment of representatives in 
East Africa; but well-established efficient agents with limited com- 
mitments are few, whilst there are numerous recently established 
firms, often with little business experience, and of uncertain future, 
who are prepared to undertake agencies of any description, with 
little if any idea as to how they are to be worked. 


Expanding Market 


Nevertheless, despite its present limitations for some lines, the 
British East African market is an expanding one. All indications 
are that Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika are on the verge of new 
developments in many directions, and at a tempo considerably faster 
than in the past. Increased immigration and the basically greater 


volume of trade which this connotes makes it as well to look back- 
wards for a moment to see how the territories have fared in the past 
in respect of growth of population and external trade. 

Although a native census was taken in Uganda, and also in Tan- 
ganyika, in 1931, no census of Africans had occurred in Kenya until 
1948. It is estimated, however, that the figures of African population 





ASHIRE Insura 


quoted above represent increases since 1931 of 10 per cent. in the 
cases of Uganda and Tanganyika and about 30 per cent. in that of 
Kenya. More reliable figures are available for the non-native popula- 
tions, which have increased since 1921 as follows:— 




















Kenya Uganda | Tanganyika 
Year | | 
Europeans| Others Europeans| Others | Europeans| Others 
1921 9,651 35,982 1,269 5,604 2,447 | 14,991 
1931 , 16,812 57,135 2,001 15,266 8,228 32,792 
1948 (Feb. 29,320 | 124,800 3,600 37,600 | 10,700 59,300 











estimated) | | 








~ Note.—‘ Others ” are chiefly Indian, 


Immigration 


An indication of the tempo of post-war immigration is available 
for Kenya. During 1946 and 1947 new permanent European immi- 
grants entering the Colony numbered 3,509 and 5,040 respectively, 
whilst Indians and others totalled 2,971 and 4,710. There was, of 
course, some permanent emigration (although the numbers leaving 
were less than immediately before the war) and with allowance made 
for this, the net immigration figures for the years in question were 
1,928 and 2,813 Europeans and 1,969 and 3,782 others. 

The first quarter of 1948 saw the arrival of 1,619 Europeans and 
1,832 other new permanent immigrants, these exceeding the per- 
manent departures by 1,079 and 1,539 respectively; should this 
rate have been maintained throughout the year, the net increase 
in population through immigration in 1948 will have been some 10,500 
as against 3,897 and 6,592 in the two preceding years. 

In Tanganyika the reported gross immigration of Europeans in 
1946 and 1947 was 478 and 1,671 respectively; Indians, etc., num- 
bered 815 and 1,467; emigration figures are not available. Owing 
to her land frontiers, reliable figures are not available in the case of 
Uganda, but the excess of immigration over emigration in transit 
through Kenya in those years was 162 and 362 Europeans and 828 
and 1,975 others. 


Imports and Exports 


A glance at the previous course of external trade of the Territories 
is necessary to complete the picture of their rate of development. 
In the year 1922 the total value of imports into all four countries 
was £6°4 million and of exports £6-9 million—a total external trade . 
of £13-3 million. Their overseas trade fluctuated considerably in 
subsequent years, but had reached a peak in 1929 when the total 
value of trade had risen to £29-9 million, imports accounting for 
£16°3 million and exports for £13-6 million. Trade fell away badly 
in the slump of the early thirties, but then gradually recovered. 
The value of goods purchased from the United Kingdom in 1938 
was £5-4 million, and in 1947 £17-3 million. Of the territories’ 
exports the United Kingdom took commodities to the value of £4 
million in 1938 and £9-7 million in 1947. 


(Continued on next page) 
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British East Africa Trade—(Continued) 


The following table reveals the position just prior to and then after 
the war:— 

















1 
1948 
Country 1938 1947 (first 
6 months) 
£ million £ million £ million 
Kenya and Uganda: 
Imports ... ahs ‘cn a 9-7 31-4 21-6 
Exports ... = ron “ob 10-8 26-7 18-1 
Tanganyika : | 
Imports oat ce = 3-5 10-1 
I ik aay ae e. | 7-8 
Zanzibar : 
Imports ... = es ake 1-0 2-0 1-4 
Exports 8 1-5 9 
Total : | 
Imports ... cee = + | 14-2 47-1 33-1 
Exports | 15-7 39-8 26-8 
Total value of trade fee ‘ee | 29-9 86-9 | 59-9 
| | (six months) 








Note.—Exports include re-exports. 


Market Conditions in 1948 


The above table reveals not only the big jump in the value of 
external trade which occurred between 1938 and 1947, but also the 
impressive further increase which came about in the first six months 
of 1948. 

In the case of Kenya and Uganda, figures are available which show 
that the heavy volume of imports continued, and for the nine months 
January/September 1948 amounted in value to £31-8 million as 
against {21-3 million in the corresponding period of 1947, an increase 
of £10-5 million or 49 per cent. Articles about the trade requirements 
and prospects of British East Africa published in the Board of Trade 
Fournal on June 1, 1946, and April 12, 1947, have impressed on 
manufacturers and exporters the need to check accumulated indents 
in order to ensure that orders had not been repeated; reference was 
also made to the importance of avoiding the danger inherent in sudden 
placing of large quantities of particular goods on the market. 

Unfortunately, these cautionary notes seem to have been but little 
heeded by exporters, their agents or importers. The quickening 
rate of export to East Africa which commenced early in 1948 was 
largely due to the increased ability of United Kingdom manufacturers 
and shippers to meet outstanding orders. Series of indents which 
had been placed over a period of years were met in quick succession 
over a few months and, as expected, many dealers then contended 
that they thought earlier orders had been cancelled out by subsequent 
indents. The volume of imports was too great for the market to 
digest. 

Port transit sheds, bonded warehouses and dealers’ go-downs 
were filled to overflowing, whilst the financial resources of importers 
were strained to the utmost in honouring an equally rapid succession 
of sight drafts sent out by air mail, and presented for payment before 
the goods were even clear of the English coast. A heavily over- 
stocked position resulted in a wide range of consumer goods, embracing 
almost all sections of trade except iron and steel, building materials, 
certain lines of hardware and specialities. The over-bought position 
was particularly bad in cotton piece-goods in which there were large 
stocks of high-priced foreign materials unsuitable for the market. 


Effect of Over-stocking 


The adverse effect of the flood of goods was felt chiefly by Kenya, 
where stocks were largely held for ultimate distribution to Uganda. 
Unfortunately the preceding Uganda cotton season had been poor 
and had left many dealers in both Territories with considerable 
stocks on hand. The acute situation bore most heavily on Asian 
firms whose war-time profits had largely been invested in property, 
leaving their businesses under-capitalized. 

Importers’ urgent need for funds compelled much selling at or 
below cost, even this frequently being achieved only against 90-day 
promissory notes, which could, however, be hypothecated with a 
bank. United Kingdom shippers were compelled to retreat from the 


























318 BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL iZ February 19 


sight draft which had prevailed since the beginning of the war and tp 
revert to the D/A bill—usually 90 days; even then there was some 
resistance to the acceptance of D/A bills when first presented on arrival 
by air mail, importers protesting to banks that they would accept 
when the goods had actually reached Mombasa. There Were 
numerous instances where bills were not met on the grounds that the 
terms of indents had not been complied with, e.g., that the shipper 
had not adhered to dates of shipment. 

New indent business was restricted during the greater Part of 
1948 and confined to a marked degree to bread and butter lines which 
had to be stocked, and to goods in which the supply position remained 
difficult. The Bazaar was also timid through an expectation (and 
because of the over-stocked position, feared) of a decline in impor 
prices and the possible availability of low-priced goods from Japan 
China and Hong Kong. The difficult conditions of the year wer 
however, surmounted without apparent serious damage to the 
commercial structure. The Uganda Cotton Season now commen 
is expected to produce a record crop of nearly 350,000 bales, ang 
should go a long way towards improving the position and relieving 
dealers of their unduly heavy stocks. 


Tanganyika Transport Conditions 


In Tanganyika port difficulties restricted shipment of goods to 
Dar-es-Salaam and prevented the early development of a similar 
situation. An over-stocked position was not felt until toward the 
end of 1948, and as the crop seasons in this Territory differ from those 
of Kenya and Uganda, difficult conditions are likely to continue 
well into 1949. 

In January a transport conference was held in London between 
high representatives of the East African Governments, the East 
African Railways and the United Kingdom Ministries of Food and 
Transport. It was agreed that with the forthcoming provision of 
certain additional barges, cranes and wagons, the short-term estimated 
monthly imports of 27,000 tons from ocean-going vessels through 
Dar-es-Salaam could be handled with reasonable expedition. Two 
additional deep-water berths were to be brought into operation 
in 1951 and 1952. In the meantime consideration is being given to 
surveys of alternative routes to provide railway links between the 
Rhodesian and East African railway systems and the route Broken- 
Hill to Mikindani. The former (the north-south link) would join 
the Tanganyika system with Mombasa and thus provide a spillway 
through Mombasa and Tanga should Dar-es-Salaam prove incapable 
of handling the increased volume of traffic likely to emerge from the 
economic development of Tanganyika. 


Better Market Prospects 


But those interested in the East African market should not be 
deterred by what may perhaps seem a somewhat discouraging picture 
of conditions in 1948. A difficult supply position always leads to 
over-indenting and ultimately for a time an overbought position. 
Basically the market remains healthy, with a satisfactory export 
position—a large Uganda cotton crop coming forward, a record sisal 
season and a revival in pyrethrum followed a renewal of demand from 
the United States. But it must be accepted that the switch froma 
sellers’ to a buyers’ market has taken place. A symptom is the marked 
and increasing reluctance to purchase from export houses, whose 
prices, importers have discovered, are commonly 20 to 30 per cent. 
above those of the actual manufacturers; the market is again com- 
petitive and unless warehousemen and similar firms making offers 
to this market reduce their margins of profit considerably there will 
be little business available for them in the East African territories. 


Goods in Demand 


Despite the over-stocked position in so many lines, there is on the 


whole a lack of satisfactory ranges in consumer goods for both the ; 


European and native trades. The spice of variety is absent and put 


chasers have little selection from which to choose. Incentive goods | 


for natives remain inadequate in range. The economy and develop- 
ment of the Territories depend largely on the African worker, who, 
with a supremely fine appreciation of the pleasures of leisure 8 
disinclined to labour more than is necessary for his immediate needs. 
A great incentive to extra effort is the acquisition of goods he longs 
to possess, and these unfortunately are scarce. ; 
Articles which might be an inducement to this extra effort and which 
at the moment are either absent or in short supply are cheap cotton 
piece-goods and low-priced lines such as reliable hurricane lamps, 


(Continued on next page) 
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British East Africa Trade—(Continued) 


clocks and watches, artificial silk piece-goods, artificial jewellery and 
head necklaces, corrugated iron sheets for roofing, floor rugs, and 
amenities generally for the home; also wireless sets and gramophones 
(with cheap records) retailing at less than £5. ‘The need for such lines 
is particularly pressing in Uganda, where the coming cotton 


these 1 oe : 53 page 
ys is likely to put something in the region of £7 million in the hands 


of African growers. ‘ ; 

Inthe European trade wider ranges in price and design are required 
generally, notably in men’s underwear and hosiery, and household 
afticles such as glass and chinaware. ‘There is a lack of precision and 
miniature cameras. An expanding market is that for well-cut 
ready-made clothing. 

Building programmes are handicapped by many shortages in 
materials and hardware; the position is particularly acute in cement 
and piping. Steel plates are badly wanted and better supplies of 
nuts and bolts. Good quality files of United Kingdom manufacture 
sre needed, as also are miners’ shovels and lipped pans. Increasing 
mechanization of agriculture demands high-powered caterpillar 
tractors and their complementary farm implements, a demand which 
is being largely met by countries other than the United Kingdom, 
whilst orders for sisal decorticators are also going elsewhere. ‘There 
isa possibility that cotton ginneries in Uganda may shortly undergo 
re-equipment on a large scale. Increased supplies of fishing nets are 
still urgently needed for the Uganda and Tanganyika lake fisheries. 


Import Control and Customs 


In February 1948, a new import control policy facilitated trade with 
the United Kingdom monetary area by the placing under open general 
licence of all goods not on the ‘‘ Suspended ”’ or ‘‘ Restricted ’’ lists. 
In August, the former list was considerably shortened and the latter 
replaced by a list of ‘‘ Programmed Goods,”’ thus bringing many more 
items under the open general licence; trade with the sterling dominions 
was eased. 

In face of the declining purchasing power of all communities owing 
to increasing cost of living, the Governments of the three mainland 
territories agreed in November to substantial reductions in Customs 
duties; the lines affected included cotton and artificial silk piece- 
goods, certain articles of clothing, motor vehicles, spares, cycles and 
children’s foods, whilst a wide range of building materials were 
entirely freed from duty. 


Future Developments 


Although the import of consumer goods is likely to continue at a 
high level compared with pre-war the volume must not be expected 
toremain for the immediate present at that of 1948. But there should 
then be a renewed upward movement with the gradual development 
of the territories. It must be appreciated, however, that although 
there are numerous schemes very many of these are still in the ex- 
ploratory stage. 

In Tanganyika the groundnuts scheme is progressing and gradually 
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overcoming the difficulties Africa eternally throws in the way of her 
pioneers. Other developments in this territory will be mainly in 
mining, which depend to some extent on the new railway lines being 
constructed. The contemplated Rhodesias-East Africa link if brought 
about, would ‘‘ open up ”’ Tanganyika to the possibilities of almost 
ilimitable development in many directions, especially if the tsetse 
fly could be controlled—as there is now hope it can. In Uganda the 
Owen Falls hydro-electric scheme should be in operation within less 

five years and facilitate the establishment of industries on the 
north and north-eastern shores of the Victoria Nyanza; in this 
territory also a certain degree of mining development is looked for. 
Kenya is chiefly agricultural, but it is expected that here too secondary 


)industries will be built up to meet the more important everyd 
rydaay 
© needs of East Africa. 


“Token” Exports of United Kingdom 
Goods to France 


NOTICES about “Token ”’ exports of United Kingdom goods to 
ba were given in the Board of Trade Journal of July 17 (page 
23) and July 24 (page 176). 

he following additional items have now been agreed :— 

Item No. 90. Steel pen nibs. 

Item No. 91. Beauty boxes. 

Item No. 92. Stencils, stencil inks and carbon paper. 
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Full information as to :— 


IMPORT LICENSING. 
CONSULAR INVOICES. 


of Commerce & F.B.I 


Section 1. 


Section 2. 





ASSESSMENT OF DUTIES. 

CUSTOMS DECLARATIONS. 

DISCOUNTS & REBATES. 

PARCELS POST REGULATIONS. 

EXPORT CERTIFIED INVOICES. 

BRITISH EMPIRE PREFERENCE. 

LEGALIZATION OF DOCUMENTS & FEES. 
CERTIFICATION OF COMMERCIAL INVOICES. 
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN as Issued by British Chambers 


SHAW’S EXPORTERS’ GUIDE 


(23rd YEAR OF PUBLICATION) 
Published Monthly at £1-11-6 


12 consecutive issues - Post Paid 


EXCHANGE CONTROL ACT 1947 
Notice to Exporters—Prescribed manner of payment. 





Published in two Sections owing to Paper Restrictions. 

Foreign Countries—January, March, May, July, 
September and November. 

British Dominions and Overseas Possessions— 
Feb., April, June, Aug., Oct. and Dec. 





The Shipping Dept. Bulletin appears in each Issue, containing 
information on matters relative to Export conditions and Items 
of interest at time of Press. 


Printed and Published by 


A. C. SHAW & COQ. LTD. 


127 CHEAPSIDE, 
Telephone : MONARCH 9417-8-9 


LONDON, E.C.2 








* TO ALL WHO EXPORT TO SOUTH AMERICA 





How Air Freight can eliminate 
costly warehouse charges 


There is no need to incur 

heavy warehousing charges 
in your South American markets by 
maintaining large stocks for distribu- 
tion. Your South American Distri- 
butor need keep only a range of samples 
—you can deliver all orders direct to 
the recipient within a few days, through 
the Commercial Freight Services of 
British South American Airways. 
Your goods arrive in perfect condition, 
with the added prestige of having been 
specially sent by air. 


You make all these savings 
when you ship by AIR 


PACKING COSTS. Less handling in 
transit means that most freight can be 
packed in cardboard cartons. 


LOSS AND DAMAGE. Speedier delivery 
and less handling almost eliminate losses 
from pilfering or damage. 


INSURANCE. Rates for air shipment are 
lower, and the period to be covered is much 
shorter. The more valuable the goods, the 
more you save. 


TIME. British South American Airways 
enable you to take instant advantage of 
topical events, market fluctuation, special 
orders and the like. 


Other advantages: ‘* CONSULARISA- 
TION. B.S.A.A. handle all the intricacies 
of consular regulations. EMERGENCY 
SHIPMENTS are put through 
emergency speed. 


with 





SPECIMEN FREIGHT 
CHARGES AND FREQUENCIES 


London 
to (per kilo) 


Freight charges Flights 
weekly 


Rio de Janeiro 19s. 1d. - 4 
Sio Paulo - 19s.4d. - 1 
Buenos Aires 22s.1d. - 3 
Santiago - - 23s.6d. - 2 


Subject to alteration 


Rebates: Shipments of over 45 kilos 
are subject to 25% quantity discount 
rebates. 


Fast services also to Natal, Monte- 
video, Lima, Barranquilla, Miami 
and the West Indies. 











WRITE for special informative booklet, 
“Air Freight”, which gives details of 
charges, commercial and consular invoices 
and import licences required by each South 
American country. Inquiries on all aspects 
of Air Freighting welcomed by our offices 
and all agencies. 


Ship by Ar— by 
BRITISH SOUI1H AMERICAN AIRWAYS 


Export Cargo Section: 11, Albemarle Street, London, W.1. Telephone : Regent 4141 in 
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Information for United Kingdom Exporters 


RIEF details are given below of overseas enquiries for United 
Kingdom products, contracts open for tender, reports on com- 
mercial conditions abroad, export trade openings, etc., which 
have been issued by the Commercial Relations and Exports Depart- 
ment (Industries Branches) of the Board of Trade to subscribers 
to the Special Register Service of Information. 
The subscription to the Information Service is £1 10s. Od. a year 


Calls for 


Circuit breakers 

The South African Railways Tender Board have issued a call for 
tenders (No. 8661) for the supply and delivery of :— 

101 3,000-volt D.C. high-speed track circuit-breakers ; 
2,000-amp. continuous rating for heavy traction duty. 

Tenders must reach the Chairman of the Tender Board, P.O. 
Box 7784, Johannesburg, before April 7, 1949. 

A copy of the full specification and tender documents will be 
available for inspection by representatives of interested United 
Kingdom manufacturers at C.R.E. Dept. (I.B.), Board of Trade, 
Room 1073, ‘Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1 
(Telephone : VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3068) until February 26, after 
which it will be loaned to United Kingdom manufacturers in order 
of application. Reference No. C.R.E. (1.B.) 2253/49 should be quoted. 


Control Switchboards 

The Argentine Directorate-General of Water and Electrical 
Power has issued a call for tenders (No. 351/48) for the supply and 
installation of the control boards for the steam power station at 
Blanco Encalada in Mendoza. The equipment required includes: 

(1) Control board, with insulation for 15 kV., including panels 
for six 2500kVA. 13-2kV. generators, six feeders, total 
measurement, synchronization and earth protection; 

(2) A low tension board for the internal electric supply of the 
power station, a 125 V battery of accumulators of 200 Ah 
capacity, and rectifying equipment for charging the battery; 

(3) Four tripolar channel switches with lever action, 15 kV., 
400 A., for use out of doors with metal supporting structure; 

(4) All armoured cable, underground type, together with acces- 
sories and terminal boxes, required for linking up the equip- 
ment. 

The closing date for the receipt of tenders is March 7, 1949. 

A copy of the full specification and tender documents (in Spanish) 
will be available for inspection by representatives of interested 
United Kingdom manufacturers at C.R.E. Dept. (I.B.), Board of 
Trade, Room 1073, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, 
S.W.1 (Telephone: VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3068), until February 19, 
after which it will be loaned to United Kingdom manufacturers in 
order of application, Reference No. C.R.E. (I.B.) 2789/49 should be 
quoted. 


Sand Mixing Machine 

The United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at Johannesburg has 
forwarded a copy of the details of South African Railways and 
Harbours Tender No. C.M. 8636, for the supply and delivery of a 
sand mixing machine, the closing date for which is March 30, 1949. 

The machine is described as follows :— 

One electric motor driven, portable, foundry sand mixing and 
conditioning machine having a capacity of approximately 300 Ibs. per 
minute. ‘The machine must be supplied complete in all respects with 
electric motor, starter, and standard equipment, which must be 
specified in detail by tenderers. 

Early delivery within not longer than six months from date of 
placing the order is essential, and tenderers must, if possible, guarantee 
date of delivery. The tender documents will be available on loan to 
manufacturers in order of written application to the Department. 
Reference No. C.R.E. (I.B.) 2254/49 must be quoted. The Depart- 
ment asks that firms tendering should inform the Department in due 
course. 


Universal Milling and Boring Machine 

The Minister (Commercial) to H.M. Embassy at Buenos Aires 
reports that the Argentine State Railways (now the Ferrocarril 
Nacional General Belgrano), Avenida Maipu No. 4, Buenos Aires. 
have issued a call for tenders No. C.C. 51/48 Ax. 23, for the supply of 
one double-headed universal milling and boring machine for milling 
both ends of locomotive axles simultaneously or separately. 
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and membership is open to United Kingdom manufactures ad 
exporters. 


Intending subscribers can obtain a copy of any particular Special 
Circular listed and a membership application form from the 
mercial Relations and Exports Department (Industries Branches), 
Room 1116, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, §,W1. 


Tenders 


The closing date for receipt of tenders is February 25, 1949, any 
the firm which receives the order must deliver the machine Within 
60 days. 

A copy of the specification (in Spanish) is available for inspection y 
the Commercial Relations and Exports Department (Industri 
Branches), Room 3086, Thames House (North), Millbank, Londo, 
S.W.1 (Telephone: VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3047). Reference No, 
C.R.E. (1.B.) 2845/49 should be quoted. 

Interested firms are reminded that local representation is essentig 
for the purpose of the submission of tenders. 


Two Motor-Generator Sets 
The Belgian State Railways have issued a call for tenders (No, 
2651/28-22) for the supply of two motor-generator sets for sign) 
sub-stations. Each set comprises a three-phase 220/380V. motor 
a direct-current dynamo, a 10kVA three-phase alternator, and , 
controller for starting the set. Each set works with a battery of 
accumulators. 
Normally the set is driven by the asynchronous motor taking its 
power from a distribution line, the dynamo acting as a generator 
working in parallel with the battery, the alternator turning light 
If the line current is interrupted, the alternator takes its place bein 
driven by the dynamo acting as a motor and receiving its power from 
the battery. 
Tenders are to be opened on February 23. 
should be addressed:— 
Societe Nationale des Chemins de Fer Belges, 
Direction du Materiel et des Achats, 
Bureau 26/51—Section 9, 
rue de Louvain 17, Brussels, 
A copy of the full specification and tender documents (in French) 
is available for inspection by representatives of interested United King. 
dom manufacturers at C.R.E. Dept. (I.B.), Board of Trade, Room 
1073, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Telephone: 
VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3068.) A second is available for loan to United 
Kingdom manufacturers in order of application. Reference No. 
C.R.E.(1.B.) 3295/49 should be quoted. 


Six Motor-Generator Sets 

The Belgian State Railways have issued a call for tenders (No 
2651/28-23) for the supply of six motor-generator sets for signal sub- 
stations. Each set comprises a three-phase 220/380 volts motor, 
a direct-current dynamo, a three-phase alternator, and a controller 
for starting the set. Two sets have 10kVA alternators, two 20kVA 
and two 7:5kVA. Each set works with a battery of accumulators. 

Normally the set is driven by the asynchronous motor taking it 
power from a distribution line, the dynamo acting as a generaldt 
working in parallel with the battery, the alternator turning light. I 
the line current is interrupted, the alternator takes its place, beim! 
driven by the dynamo acting as a motor and receiving its power from 
the battery. 


Tenders sent by pos 


Tenders are to be opened on February 23. ‘Tenders sent by pos? 


should be addressed:— 
Societe Nationale des Chemins de Fer Belges, 
Direction du Materiel et des Achats, 





Bureau 26/51—section 9, 
rue de Louvain 17, Brussels. 
A copy of the full specification and tender documents (in French) 
is available for inspection by representatives of interested Uni 
Kingdom manufacturers at C.R.E. Dept. (I.B.), Board of Trai 
Room 1073, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.Wi 
(Telephone: VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3068.) A second copy is available 
for loan to United Kingdom manufacturers in order of applicati 
Reference No. C.R.E.(I.B.) 3294/49 should be quoted. 





Iron Straps (hoops or clamps) 
The First Secretary (Commercial) to H.M. Embassy at Mont 
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yideo, has reported that a call for tenders has been issued by the 
Usinas Electricas y Telefonos del Estado for the supply of 22,500 
kilograms of iron straps of annealed soft iron which are used in 
connection with telephone cables. 

Tenders are to be opened on March 4, 1949, at 10 a.m. 

Three copies of the tender documents with specification (No. 3024), 
in Spanish, are available at the Board of Trade (Commercial Relations 
and Exports), Room 1074, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, 
$.W.1. One of these will be retained for inspection by representatives 
of United Kingdom manufacturers until February 19, 1949. The 
other two copies will be loaned to United Kingdom firms in order 
of application. 

Reference C.R.E. (IB) 2005/49 should be quoted. (Telephone : 
Victoria 9040, Ext. 3010.) 

Attention is drawn to the necessity, according to Uruguayan law, 
of tenders being presented to State or Municipal bodies by accredited 
local agents. 

The agent must see that the tender corresponds exactly to the 
conditions set forth, that it is presented in Spanish, and that measures 
are given in metric weights when required, etc. Furthermore, the 
agent must be prepared to make a deposit to guarantee the fulfilment 
of the tender. 

The Commercial Relations and Exports Department (Industries 
Branches) is, of course, through its overseas representatives, prepared 
to assist United Kingdom firms to find suitable agents in countries 
where they are not already represented. 


Plant for Making Nitrate of Ammonia Fertilizer 
The Minister (Commercial) to H.M. Embassy at Buenos Aires has 


Australia 


Imports of typewriters and parts, October 1948. (Ref: C.1792.) 
Enquiry for soft moulded rubber rings. (Ref.: C.1796.) 
Enquiry for hotel glasses and enamelware. (Ref.: C.1797.) 


Belgium 

Possible market for motor car accessories. (Ref.: C.1793.) 
Belgian Congo, Ruanda 

Economic Report, November-December 1948. (Ref. : MAR 184.) 
Burma 

Report on market for paints, etc. (Ref.: C.1778.) 
Brazil 


cia,’ enquiry diesel engines and diesel generating sets. (Ref. : 


Canada 


Note on Manufacture and sale of margarine and opening for 
manufacturers of margarine plant. (Ref.: C.1569A.) 

Agency enquiry for sports goods. (Ref.: C.1773.) 

Enquiry for pogo sticks. (Ref.: C.1780.) 

Enquiry for pianoforte parts. (Ref.: C.1781.) 

Enquiry for quotations of fire fighting equipment. (Ref. : C.1786.) 
Agency enquiry for construction machinery and equipment 
(especially crawler tractors). (Ref.: C.1794.) 


China 
Enquiry for electrical signalling and railway despatching equip- 
ment. (Ref. : C.1767.) 
Chile 

Enquiry for workshop machinery and tools (hand operated lathes, 
universal drilling and rectifying machines, etc.). (Ref. : C.1790.) 
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Wi. 
ilable 
ation. 





fonte’ 





Ceylon 

Notes on aerodrome construction developments. (Ref. : C.1807.) 
Denmark 

Economic Report, November-December 1948. (Ref. : MAR 186.) 
Egypt 


Enquiry for plant for distilling water. (Ref.: C.1788.) 
eport on market for perfumery and cosmetics. (Ref. : C.1799.) 





Export Opportunities, 
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forwarded a copy of a call for tenders No. 501/49 (D.C.1) issued by the 
Directorate General of Military Factories and Installations, Cabildo 65, 
Buenos Aires, for the supply of a plant for making nitrate of ammonia 
fertilizer which is to be supplied, assembled and put into working order 
at the Department’s premises at Rio Tercero, the Cordoba Province. 

The condition of tender also provides that firms which tender are 
required to make a guarantee deposit of 1 per cent. of the total which 
will be increased in the case of the successful firm to 5 per cent., and 
that offers are to be kept open for sixty days. 

The closing date for the receipt of tenders is 11 a.m. on March 25, 
1949. 

Tenders must be submitted to the Directorate General of Military 
Factories and Installations. 

It should also be noted that tenders must be submitted through 
Argentine agents, who must be registered with the Argentine Govern- 
ment Department concerned. 

A copy of the tender (in Spanish) and technical specifications are 
available for inspection by representatives of interested United 
Kingdom manufacturers at Commercial Relations and Exports Depart- 
ment (Industries Branches), Room 3089, Thames House (North), 
Millbank, London, S.W.1 (Telephone: VICtoria 9040, Ext. 3078), 
until March 10, 1949, after which it will be loaned to United Kingdom 
manufacturers in order of application. 

It would be appreciated if United Kingdom manufacturers would 
notify this Department of any action they may take in this matter. In 
all communications with the Department relating to this circular the 
reference C.R.E. (I.B.) 3206/49 should be quoted. Telephone 
enquiries should be addressed to Extension 3078. 


Market Survey, ete. 


Greece 


Report on market for paints. (Ref.: C.1779.) 
Import programme January-March 1949. (Ref.: MAR 181.) 
Economic Report, October-November 1948. (Ref.: MAR 187.) 


Germany 

Imports into Western Germany of certain raw materials. (Ref. : 
C.1801.) 
Guatemala 

Correction re enquiry for tyres. (Ref.: C.1745A.) 


Hungary 
Economic Report, November 1948. (Ref.: MAR 188.) 


India 

Economic Report, November 1948. (Ref.: MAR 178.) 

Enquiry for machinery and plant for complete cotton mill (electric 
power plant, motors, etc.). (Ref.: C.1768.) 

Enquiry for machinery for manufacture of electric wires and 
cables. (Ref.: C.1769.) 

Note on dairy development schemes. (Ref.: C.1800.) 


Italy 
Economic Report, November 1948. (Ref.: MAR 180.) 


Jamaica 
Enquiry for orchard ladders. (Ref. : C.1803.) 


Malaya 
Enquiry for small electronic organ. (Ref.: C.1787.) 


New Zealand 


Agency enquiry for cotton stockinette meat wrappers, bleached and 
unbleached calico sheeting. (Ref.: C.1766.) 


Netherlands West Indies 


Enquiry for cash registers, scales and balances, coir matting and 
mats, crockery, hardware, electric light fittings. (Ref.: C.1771.) 

Agency enquiry various commodities (silk piece-goods, Irish linen, 
ready made tropical and lightweight suits, paraffin lamps, metal 
furniture, bicycles, sweets and fancy biscuits, chocolate, gin, glass- 
ware, leather cases, paper bags and wrapping paper, fireworks, cheap 
toys, sweets and novelties.) (Ref.: C.1783.) 
Agency enquiry, various commodities (aluminium, galvanized and 
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Eastern Enterprise 


For over three hundred years men of enterprise and initiative 

have engaged in trade with the East. For nearly a century The 
Chartered Bank of India, Australia and China has supplied them 

with the specialised banking services that this trade demands. 

Today, in addition to these services, the Bank’s wide network of 
branches ensures that a wealth of information on local needs for 
products and services is readily available to customers. Those planning 
to enter the markets of the East are cordially invited to discuss their 
problems with the Managers of the Bank in London, Manchester or Liverpool. 


THE CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, AUSTRALIA AND CHINA 
(Incorporated by Royal Charter 1853) 

HEAD OFFICE: 38, BISHOPSGATE, LONDON, E.C.2 
Manchester Branch: 52, Mosley St., Manchester 2 e Liverpool Branch : The Cotton 
Exchange Buildings, Old Hall St., Liverpool 3 e West End (London) Branch: 
28, Charles ll St., London, S.W.1 e New York Agency: 65, Broadway, New York 

Associated Banking Institution in India : The Allahabad Bank Ltd. 

The Bank's branch system, under British management directed from London, serves 
INDIA e PAKISTAN « CEYLON e BURMA e SINGAPORE AND FEDERATION 
OF MALAYA « NORTH BORNEO AND SARAWAK e INDONESIA e FRENCH 
INDO-CHINA e SIAM e THE PHILIPPINE REPUBLIC e HONGKONG 





CHINA e JAPAN 





IF YOU HAVE . 
NEVER EXPORTED 
BEFORE— 





How can new exporters find out 
where their goods can be sold, how 
they should be sold and in what 
form? BETRO research can help 
them! 

How can established exporters 
sell more in present markets and 
win new ones? BETRO research | 


Ring Regent 3001, or write for particulars of services available to 
Members or non-Members to: The Secretary, 
BRITISH EXPORT TRADE RESEARCH ORGANIZATION 


48 DOVER STREET, LONDON, W.1 


BA 









IF YOU ARE 
ALREADY SELLING 
OVERSEAS — 


can help them! A fund of valuable 
information is at your disposal 
now at Head Office. 

More can be obtained from 
BETRO’s men on the spot, with 
whom the closest touch is main- 
tained by frequent visits by a 
team of travelling Executives! 
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| enamel holloware, sanitary ware, glazed tiles, floor tiles and 
| pantiles, cheap crockery and tableware, bicycles, 

and wire fencing, pickles and preserves, toilet soaps, 
| etc. and small leather goods.) (Ref. : C.1784.) 


| Netherlands 


i 


| | Economic Report, October 1948. (Ref.: MAR 176.) 
Economic Report, November 1948. (Ref.: MAR 179.) 
Establishment of new factory for production of internal combustion 

| engines. (Ref.: C.1802.) 


| 

| Pakistan 

| ere eee ee 
Enquiry for white cotton shirting. 


roofing 
poultry nettj 
Pencil, rubbers 


(Ref. : C.1764.) 

Persia 
| Economic Report, October-November 1948. (Ref.: MAR 177) 
| Poland 


Poznan International 


| MAR 182.) 


Trade Fair, April-May 1949. (Ref: 

| Economic Report, November-December 1948. (Ref.: MAR 183,) 
Amendment to Report on Chemical Industry, July 1948. (Ref: 

| C.1577A.) 

| | Report on Chemical Industry, August-September and Third 

| Quarter 1948. (Ref.: C.1776.) 


| Portugal 


Economic Report, November-December. (Ref. MAR 185.) 
Note on market for cement. (Ref.: C.1770.) 


| 
| Portuguese Colonies 


Aerodrome construction developments. (Ref.: C.1807.) 
Portuguese E. Africa 
Report on market for paints. (Ref. : C.1804.) 
| South Africa 
Report on market for light springs. (Ref.: C.1774.) 
Sweden 


| 

| Report on market for paints. 
| Switzerland 

| Enquiry for white sheep splits. 


(Ref. : C.1791.) 


(Ref.: CAT77) 
Turkey 
Enquiry for woollen and cotton yarns. 


United States of America 


(Ref. : C.1789.) 


| Enquiry for machine bolts, carriage bolts, stove bolts, hexagon 
| and square nuts, etc. (Ref.: C.1782.) 
| Enquiry for marine hardware (chocks, mooring bits, pulleys, etc.). 
| (Ref. : C.1785.) 
| Extract “‘ The Umbrella gains new fashion respect for its long 
| look.’ (Ref.: C.1798.) 

Enquiry for biscuits, chocolate fillings, candies, canned kippered 
herrings, herrings in tomato, canned Christmas puddings and fruit 


cakes. (Ref.: C.1805.) ‘ 
Requirements for antique and modern jewellery, silver and china- 
ware. (Ref.: C.1806.) 


_Malaya and Singapore Debtor and Creditor 
| (Occupation Period) Ordinance 


THE Debtor and Creditor (Occupation Period) Ordinance was 
passed by the Legislative Council of the Colony of Singapore on 
December 21, 1948, a similar ordinance having already been passed 
in the Federation of Malaya. 
The ordinances deal with the following categories of transactions:— 
Payments during the occupation period in respect of debts in- 
curred during the occupation period; ' 
Debts incurred during the occupation period, and still outstanding 





in whole or in part; and 
Payments made during the occupation period in respect of debts 
incurred prior to the occupation period. 
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German Patents in Sweden for Sale 


[* continuat 


f February ) : : 
; atents, information has now been received from Stock- 


dish p' A 
a he undermentioned further patents are to be offered for 


holm that t 


ion of the notice published in the Board of Trade fournal 


7, 1948 (page 301), about the disposal of German-owned 


sale by the Foreign Capital Control Office (Flyktkapitalbyran) of the 
Swedish Government, namely :— 


No. 122.948 G 


No. 
No. 


No. 
No. 
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No. 
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alvanic dry element (cell) with negative electrode 
and a counter electrode working with surface 
depolarization. 


123.118 Device for calculation of the composition of fodder 

for cattle. 

123.122 Method for primary enamel coating in the wet enamel- 
ling process. 

123.301 Methods of concentrating aqueous dispersions of high 
molecular organic substances, such as latex. 

123.302 Rubber compositions containing chlorinated quinones. 

123.306 Ultrasonic generator for medical purposes. 

123.619 Gearing device without knee-joint action with a 
flexible conductor. 

123.620 Magnet system for electro-dynamic loud speakers 
and the like. 

123.663 Copying pad. ; : 

123.669 Method of manufacturing a cathode of paste composi- 
tion. 

123.679 Device for automatic indication of the altitude from 
the ground, measured from aircraft. 

. 123,694 Device for electrical registration of the time of origina- 
tion of an ignition flame. 

123.750 Method of manufacturing trimesinic acid. 

123-791 —— device for containers filled with dust-like 
goods. 

123.814 Method for the manufacture of bearings. 

123.833 Method for dyeing of enamels, glazings, opaque 
glazings, or the like. 

123.845 Fountain pen with writing tube and writing point. 

123.856 Method for the manufacture of tightly adhering covers 
on fibrous materials of all kinds. 

123.888 Device for controlling magnet circuits in the Boulenge 
short time measuring apparatus. 

123.901 Automatic weapon with gas outlet. 

123.902 Spool winding device with stationary spooling stations, 
operating independently of each other. 

123.997. Drive or brake device for irrigation apparatus with 
turnable spray nozzle. 

124.019 Method for releasing gas producing reactions in 
containers by means of hammer-acted initial 
ignition, by which the sealing of the closure of the 
containers is substantially effected by the pressure 
of the gas itself. 

124.020 Method for manufacturing compounds of benzine 
sulphonic acid. : 

124.021 Method of manufacturing aromatic ethers of 1,3- 
butadienol-z. 

124.027 Switching and shutting-off device for condensed steam 
separators. 

124.046 Method of extracting alkali metals by electrolysis. 


German Owners 
The following is the list of German owners of the above assets 
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given in the same order, namely :— 
Filing 
date 

122.948 E. Marhenkel, Berlin P sine ma .. 28/6 -39 
123.118 Ferd. Schmidt, Deutsche Futterkonserwerungs 

Ges. Verden-Aller. a abe ss ... 18/1x -42 
123.122 I.G. Farben-industri A/Ges. Frankfurt-am-Main 22/12 -42 
123.301 ” ” ” 21/12 “42 
123,302 ” ” ” 13/9 ~44 
123.306 Siemens Reiniger Werke A/G. Berlin 21/8 -41 
123.619 Demag-Zug Ges. m.b.h. Wetter, Ruhr ... 1/3 -41 
123.620 Deutsche Edelstahlwerke A/G. Krefeld... 13/I -44 
123.663 Artmann & Co. Wuppertal Barmen a 7/I -43 
123.669 M. Dickmann, Grafelfing bei Munchen 6/7 -42 
123.679 Atlaswerke A/B. Bremen ... i oH a 1/10 -41 
123.694 Deutsche Waffen und Munitionsfabriken Berlin- 

Charlottenburg... ose or sat .» = 27/6 -41 
123.750 1.G. Farbenindustrie A/G. Frankfurt-am-Main 21/6 -44 
123.791 Daimler-Benz A/G. Stuttgart, Unterturkheim ... 15/8 -42 
123.814 Admas Bleibronze, Dr. Springarum & Co. 

Komm. Ges. Berlin, Oberschone Wide. .. 26/5 -39 
123.833 Deutsche Gold und Silber Scheidenanstalt, 

Vormals Roessler, Frankfurt-am-Main 25/8 -42 
123.845 Riepe Werke, Hamburg, Altona $ 30/12 -42 
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123.856 I.G. Farbenindustrien A/G, Frankfurt-am-Main 28/7 -40 
123.888 Deutsche Waffen und Munitionsfabriken, A/G. 

Berlin, Charlottenburg ... ie eae ..  IQ/IX -42 
123.901 Rhein Metall-Barsig A/G. Berlin 8/9 -42 
123.902 W. Schlafharst & Co. Gladbach 28/1 -43 
123.997. K. Laux, Berlin-Kladow ... oP a usa 2/6 -43 
124.019 I.G, Farbenindustrie A/G. Frankfurt-am-Main 29/11 -43 
124.020 ‘i ‘i ‘i eee iy ae” 
124.021 ” ” ” eee 21/8 -43 
124.027 G.F. Gerdts, Bremen diay ii na .. 20/6 -44 
124.046 I.G. Farbenindustrie A/G. Frankfurt-am-Main 13/12 -43 


Prospective buyers must submit bids in writing direct to the Foreign 
Capital Control Office (Flyktkapitalbyran), Hovslagargatan 2, 
Stockholm, by February 28, 1949, which is the closing date for the 
submission of bids, and from whom further particulars of the sale can 
be obtained. No other details are available at the Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department of the Board of Trade than those 
given above. 

United Kingdom firms intending to submit a bid should bear in 
mind that prior approval of the Bank of England (Foreign Exchange 
Control) is essential. ‘They should, therefore, make application to the 
Bank in the usual way, i.e., through their own bankers. It is desirable 
that a copy of their application should be forwarded to the Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department (Industries Branches) of the Board 
of Trade, Thames House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1, and that 
they should instruct their bankers to advise the Bank of England that 
this has been done. 

All communications to the Department should quote Reference 
37000/115/48. 


Nationalization in Poland 
THE following Polish Gazettes containing lists of undertakings 
affected by nationalization are available for inspection at the Adminis- 
tration of Enemy Property Department (Trading with the Enemy 
Department), Chesham House, 32 Warwick Street, Regent Street, 
W.1. (Telephone No.: Mayfair 7211, Ext. 248) :— 

Monitor Polski, No. A.86. 

Pomerania, Nos. 40, 41 and 42. 

Danzig, Nos. 1 and 25. 

Poznan, Nos. 1, 2, 46 and 47. 

Stettin, No. 1. 

Silesian Dubrava, Nos. 24 and 25. 

Lodz, No. 27. 


Statutory Notice 


UNDER Section 24 of the Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 to 1946, 
the following patents were indorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right’’ on 
January 28, 1949:— 











No. of 
Patent Grantee Subject Matter 
493277 | Broids, D. Calculating machines. 
577820 | Savage, F. Projecting stereoscopic views. 
607961 | Savage, F.... Stereoscopic kinematography. 
588324 | Greaves, C. G. T. Rack or support for cutlery and like 
articles. 
589371 | Greaves, C. G. T. Supporting racks for cutlery and 
like articles. 
589632 | Busbridge, H. R. Reels for weaving and like textile 
machinery. 
591209 | Societe Nationale de Con- | Spray carburetters for internal- 
structions Aeronautiques du combustion engines. 
Centre. 
591685 | Societe Nationale de Con- | Formation of a combustible mixture 
structions Aeronautiques du of air or gas for internal combus- 
Centre. tion engines. 





Any person alleging that indorsement of any of the above- 
mentioned patents has been made contrary to some contract in which 
he is interested may make application for cancellation of the Indorse- 
ment by lodging Patent Form No. 21 stamped £2 at the Patent Office, 
25 Southampton Buildings, London, W.C.2. 

H. L. SAuNnpDers. 
Comptroller-General. 


The Patent Office. 





Customs Regulations and Tariff Changes 





Italian Import Licensing Regulations 


FURTHER details of alterations in Italian import licensing regula- 
tions have been received from His Majesty’s Representative at 
Rome. (A previous notice on import licensing regulations was 
published in the Board of Trade Journal of January 22, 1949, page 158.) 

The new list of goods which may be imported from certain countries 
without import licence but on production merely of a banker’s 
certificate for import against payment in sterling, appears at the foot 
of this notice. "The countries concerned are the scheduled territories, 
Egypt, the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, Abyssinia and Siam. 

For all other goods coming from these countries, the importer must 
apply for an import licence as in the past, but specifying the Italian 
bank through which payment for the goods will be made. The pro- 
cedure is similar to that described in the notice published in the Board 
of Trade Journal of August 14, 1948, page 332, in that the issue of three 
forms, the third of which is the actual import licence, is involved ; 
these forms are known as Forms 1, 2 and 3L Sterling. The main 
difference is that sterling is no longer freely negotiable on the Italian 
market. The sterling required to pay for the goods is, therefore, not 
now purchased by the importer on the export currency market but is 
supplied by the Italian Exchange Office through the bank. The rate 
of exchange between the £ and the lire for this purpose is the closing 
rate on the Rome stock exchange for the United States dollar, on the 
day previous to that on which the transaction takes place, multiplied 
by 4-03. 

“Both the banker’s certificate, referred to in paragraph 2, and the 
import licence (Form 3L Sterling) are valid for four months from the 
date of issue. 

Enquiries about these regulations should be made to Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department, Tariff Section, Thames House 
(North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. (Telephone: VICtoria 9040, 
Ext. 3036.) 


List oF Goops ADMITTED BY THE CUSTOMS ON IMPORT FROM THE 
SCHEDULED ‘TERRITORIES, EGYPT, THE ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SUDAN, 
ABYSSINIA AND SIAM, ON PRESENTATION OF A BANKER’S CERTIFI- 
CATE FOR IMPORT WITH PAYMENT IN STERLING. 





Italian Italian 
Customs Customs 
Tariff No. Goods Tariff No. Goods 
4 Oxen. 135 Palm oil. 
5 Bulls. 136 Vegetable tallow. 
6 Cows. 137 Fats, n.s.m., animal 
7 Heifers, steers and bul- and vegetable. 
locks. 138 Spermaceti. 
8 Calves. 139 Wax. 
9 Sheep. Ex. 140a Raw manila hemp. 
10 Goats. 144a Raw jute. 
11 Swine. Ex. 147 Raw sisal. 
12 Poultry. 150 Fine twine of coco-fibre, 
13 Pigeons. esparto, lime bast 
14 Rabbits. and the like, of two 
15 Game. strands. 
18 Animals, dead. Ex.152a Flax yarn, counts 50 
19 Meat, unprepared, and over. 
fresh including re- 211a, b, e Wool, natural or in the 
frigerated and frozen. yolk, washed, comb- 
24 Poultry eggs. ed. 
29 Butter made from milk. Ex.212 Wool waste. 
Ex. 34b Tunny, prepared. 213a Raw horse hair. 
50a Cocoa in the bean. 214a Other animal hair, raw. 
T' = 215 _—Bristles. 
4 a — 216 Yarns of pure mohair 
Ex.117 Oil seeds, except castor. wool. 
118 Olives, fresh. 248 Waste silk. 
119 Copra. i Ex. 274 Chrome ore. 
120 Oleaginous fruits, 278 Scrap iron and steel. 
, , a 279 Cast iron scrap and 
124 Animal oils. waste from cast iron 
Ex.125 Vegetable — except oiek. 
05. di, cutie. tna 280 Foundry pig iron and 
blown, of any kind. converter pig iron in 
127 Animal tallow. a raw state. 
129 Lard. 284 Steel in ingots. 
130 Bacon. 285 Common _ steel in 
134 Coconut oil ; illipe oil ; blooms and _= sheet 
palm-kernel oil. bars. 
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Italian 
Customs 


Tariff No. 


— 


288 


297a 


.298 
.299 


=x. 349 


Ex. 
Ex. 


Ex. 


376 
383 
388a 


549 


550 


556 
558 


593 
601 


603a, b 


.604a. b 


627 
633 
635a 


Goods 


Iron and steel, in bars 
or rods, cold drawn 
or rolled, not other- 
wise worked, exclud- 
ing those classified, 
by reason of their 
measurements, as 
hoop or wire. 

Iron and steel,s;common, 


hot rolled in flat 
sheets, even if an- 
nealed, rough, or 


pickled, of a thick- 
ness of 4 mm. or 
more. 

Magnetic sheets. 

Flat sheets of iron or 
steel, cold rolled, 
even whitened, but 
not subsequently 
worked, of a thick- 
ness of 4 mm. or 
more. 

Copper, in ingots and 
scrap. 

Nickel. 

Tin. 

Unspecified metals and 
metallic alloys, in 
ingots and scrap. 

Emery and corundum, 
natural. 

Corundun, § artificial ; 
carborundum, xylun- 
dum, abrasite and the 


like. 

Kaolin. 

Potter’s clay, refrac- 
tory earths and 


earths for foundries. 

Asbestos, raw ; even in 
powder. 

Graphite with a high 
carbon content 
(greater than 88 per 
cent.). 

Mica, in lumps, pow- 
der or scales and in 
small plates, un- 
worked or merely 
edged. 

Wood, common and 
fine, rough or 
merely rough hewn 
with the axe, squared 
or sawn lengthwise. 

Rushes, cane and osiers. 

Roots for whisks. 

Raw ivory. 


Italian 
Customs 


Tariff No. 


636a 
637a 
638a 
639a 


640 


654b 
655b-1, 2 


Ex.713f 
717c-bis 
717d 
718 
771 
772 
776 
777b-1 


778a 
805 


826a 
845a 
918 


goods :— 


Wheat, 


Flour. 


Coffee. 











kinds. 


Lamp black. 





Costa Rica 


Certification of Imported Foodstuffs 


HIS MAJESTY’S Minister at San Jose has forwarded translation of 
a notice published in the Official Gazette of January 8, 1949, and 
effective thirty days from that date, which requires foodstuffs imported 
into Costa Rica to be accompanied by a certificate of origin issued bya 
competent health authority, stating the quality and purity of the 
Foodstuffs must also be packed in such a manner as to 


product. 
guarantee purity and avoid contamination or deterioration. 


A translation of the notice may be seen at Board of Trade, Com- 
mercial Relations and Exports Department (Tariff Section), Thames 
House (North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 
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Colombia 


New Rates for Remittance Tax 
| Commercial Secretary at Bogota reports the issue of a Colombian 
of December 16, 1948, which lays down that the remittance 
ree d by Decree Law 1952 of 1948 will continue to be levied 
‘shout interruption in accordance with the following scales and 
v lations, as from December 17, 1948 :— 
“i ercent. on all international exchange operations for :— 
ixp f imports in Group One of the import control 









prescribe 








3 a) Payment oO 
i™ (a schedule ; i alibi 
| ent of film ro ; 
a a eee for films wholly or partially purchased ; _ 
(d) Payment of the emoluments of theatrical companies, circuses 
d seeds and the like, but not of athletes or concert artists. 
Palm, (Previous rate 10 per cent.). 
© slice Twelve per cent. on all international exchange operations for 
emg payment of imports in Group Two. (Previous rate, 16 per cent.) ‘ 
1an in. | Twenty-six per cent. on all international exchange operations for 
8, payment of imports in Group Three. (Previous rate, the same.) 
ncolo. | The stamp tax of 4 per cent. on remittances will continue to apply 
in addition to the above taxes. ; 
ms This Decree came into force on the date of issue. (For previous 
information see Board of Trade Journal of September 4, 1948, page 
457.) 
Venezuela 
smd [Import Licences for Cotton Textiles 
re, THE Commercial Secretary to H.M. Embassy at Caracas has for- 
é3 warded a translation of a resolution published in the Venezuelan 
Gaceta Oficial on November 10, 1948, and effective from that date, 
unfit imposing licensing and quota restrictions on imports of cotton textiles 
raw, Punder tariff numbers 71 to 85. (A list of articles requiring import 
fedor Biicences was published in the Board of Trade Journal of January 17, 
‘d or Fig4g, page 146.) ’ . 
The following articles of the Resolution are of interest to United 
Kingdom exporters :— 
Art.1. Merchandise covered by Chapter 1, Section 2, Sub-group 3 
of Article 20 of the Customs Law (Nos. 71 to 85 inclusive) is submitted 
‘may ito rationing by weight. 
it for & Art. 2. The total amount to be imported each half-year, without 
vided Bdiscrimination as to origin or type, will be equal to one-half of the 
t the Bcorresponding imports for the year 1947, plus 200,000 kilos. 
tand F Art. 3. The National Rationing Commission will distribute the 
pry quota between the various importers in proportion to their imports of 
a the same merchandise during the year 1947, and the first six months of 
’ 1948, retaining 100,000 kilos as a reserve. Imports which arrived at 
Venezuelan ports after October 20, 1948, will be taken into considera- 
ain, ftion when calculating the quotas. 
Art.4. An increase of thirty per cent. on their basic quota will be 
ranted to wholesale importers who, during the year 1947 and the first 
f all Bsix months of 1948, purchased national textiles in a proportion not less 
é' than 20 per cent., by weight, of all their imports of textiles. 
~ Art. 12. This Resolution replaces in regard to cotton textiles, that 
issued by the Ministry of Finance on September 15, 1945 (see the 
Board of Trade fournal of October 27, 1945, page 562) ; and, therefore, 
xed, licences granted previously by the National Rationing Commission 
are cancelled. 
Spain 
Surcharges on Imports 
ATTENTION is drawn to notices which have appeared in recent 
issues of the Board of Trade Journal about the special exchange rate 
of | system now in force in Spain, and in particular to the notice which was 
nd @Published in the issue of January 8 (page 57). In that notice it was 
ed Stated in paragraph 3 that, following the discontinuation of the levy/ 
va subsidy scheme, United Kingdom exports would again be subject to 
he “ general surcharge on goods in Class V only of the Spanish Customs 
to ariff. 


It now appears that the 30 per cent.—70 per cent. surcharge is levied 


only on goods for which no special exchange rate is in force, and to 


n- (which the official rate, therefore, applies. 








Previous notices on this subject appeared in the issues of the Board 


of Trade Journal of January 8 (page 57), January 15 (page 104), and 
January 29 (page 219). 
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Benelux Agreements 


AN Agreement was signed at The Hague on December 16, 1948, 

by the Netherlands, Belgian and Luxemburg Governments 
providing for the unification of excise duties on beer and tobacco, the 
complete withdrawal of the existing Netherlands Excise on cigarette 
paper, the abattoir excise, and the salt excise. Belgium and Luxem- 
burg agreed to the complete withdrawal of their existing excise 
duties on coffee, benzol, vinegar, margarine, mineral water and 
lemonade ‘‘gazeuse’’. 

It was also agreed to regulate the hall-marking of platinum, gold 
and silver wares. 

The Agreement is scheduled to come into operation at the latest on 


April 1, 1949. 


Guatemala 


Customs Tariff Amendment 


HIS MAJESTY’S Minister at Guatemala has forwarded a translation 
of Decree No. 551 of September 30, 1948, and effective from October 
15, 1948, which provides that horses for racing or for use in any other 
sport may be imported into Guatemala free of Customs duties and 
exemption from payment of consular fees, special contributions and 
surtaxes for the reconstruction of the Customs House is permitted 
provided their presence is for a temporary purpose and they leave the 
country within 300 days from the date of entry. 

A copy of this Decree may be seen at Board of Trade, Commercial 
Relations and Exports Department (Tariff Section), Thames House 
(North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


Angola 
Import Regulations 


HIS Majesty’s Representative at Luanda reports the issue of Order 
No. 6618 of January 5, 1949, under which imports of cement into 
Angola during 1949 will be exempted from payment of customs 
duty and other taxes, except stamp tax. 


Iraq 


Invoicing Procedure 


FURTHER to the notice published in the Baord of Trade Fournal of 
February 5 (page 279), it should be noted that Customs and Excise 
Instruction No. 1 of 1948 was published on July 3, 1948, not August 3. 





January Pig Iron and Steel 


Production 


GTEEL production in January, which was affected by New Year 
holidays, was at an annual rate of 15,002,000 tons, compared with 

14,589,000 tons a year ago. 

achieved in January. 


Pig iron output was at the rate of 9,262,000 tons a year compared 
with 8,726,000 tons in January 1948. 


The detailed statistics are set out below :— 
Pic Iron (tons) 


This is the highest rate of production 


1947 1948 
Year 7,785,000 9,276,000 
1948 1949 
Weekly Annual Weekly Annual 
Average Rate Average Rate 
January 167,800 8,726,000 178,100 9,262,000 
STEEL INGOTS AND CASTINGS (tons) 
1947 1948 
Year 12,724,000 14,877,000 
1948 1948 
Weekly Annual Weekly Annual 
Average Rate Average Rate 
January 280,600 14,589,000 288,500 15,002,000 
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LINEDEX-avaitabie now for quick delivery 


Linedex is a fast convenient visible strip index, the 
ideal quick reference equipment. The indexing 
information is carried on individual Strips, easily 
inserted or removed, which are supplied in 4”, 5°, 
6” or 8” widths, and 3”, }", 4”, or 4” deep, according 
to the amount of information they are to carry, 
Tinted inserts, plus distinctive signals, give facility 
for visual classification. Three alternative holding 
devices — Desk Stands, Wall Brackets or Rotary 
Stands — enable thousands of items to be concen- 
trated within so small a compass, and indexed so 
conveniently, that each can be referred to instantly. 


Write now for a copy of our new illustrated folder. 


a ar) iil 
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REMINGTON RAND LIMITED (Dept. 45), Commonwealth 
House, 1 New Oxford Street, London, W.C.1. Tel. : CHA 8888 
Sales Offices & Service Depots throughout Great Britain 








D e Vy eC re 1 4 From London, Manchester, 


Liverpool or Glasgow—Aer Lingus 





will deliver your cargo at Dublin Airport in 
2 hours at the most. Quick Customs clear- 
ance permits normal delivery in Dublin 
within 24 hours. Insurance rates and packing 
costs are low. No danger of pilferage. 


Call Aer Lingus, B.E.A. or your forwarding 





agent for complete details. 


It’s handled with care — 





when you send it by air 
oe a CHARGES FROM oo ee 
} LONDON ... ... 1/3 per kilo LIVERPOOL... ... 8d. per kilo } 


MANCHESTER ... 9d. perkilo GLASGOW ... ... 10d. per kilo 
LONDON/SHANNON ... 1/4 per kilo IRISH AIR LINeEs 
———— P is 
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Netherlands Excise Duties and 
Luxury Tax 


HE Board of Trade have received information that a ‘‘ Law of 
Tinscomber 15, 1948 for the increase of revenue from certain taxes” 
which came into operation on December 21, 1948, provides for 
increases in certain excise duties payable on tobacco, cigarettes and 
The Law also makes certain changes and additions to the list of 


gars. spe 
. the already existing purchase or luxury tax of 


articles subject to 
15 per cent. 70 
The principal additions are :— 

Bar furniture for domestic use. 

Liqueur and bitters barrels. 

Bottle holders. 

Ornamental corks. 

Barometers and thermometers for domestic use (excluding 
clinical thermometers and thermometers specially designed for use 
in conserving vegetables and fruit). 

Ice cream. 

Photographs, photograph frames (excluding photographs for use 
on identity papers, photographs of classes of school children, street 
photographs and artists’ photographs, i.e., those illustrating the 
branch of art practised by the individuals concerned). 

Cake, liqueur, bowl, lemonade, compote, bonbon and cream 
sets, including cocktail shakers. 

Anthracite stoves and open fireplaces. 

Electrically or steam driven toy trains and accessories, toy electric 
motors, transformers and steam engines. 

Motor vehicles mounted on three or more wheels, equipped 
for the transport of persons up to a maximum of eight, including 
the driver ; 

Chassis for such motor vehicles excluding ; 

(a) motor vehicles specially equipped for the transport of 
prisoners and the sick. 

(b) Motor vehicles specially equipped for use by the police, 
fire brigades or for military purposes. 

Motor cycles mounted on two wheels. 

Pleasure craft and aircraft. 

The purchase tax on imported articles is leviable on the value of the 
goods after the customs duty has been paid, i.e., 15 per cent. of the 
sum of the value, customs duty and purchase tax. 


Cuba 


Import Quotas 


AN import quota for braids, trimmings, galloons, etc., classified under 
Cuban Customs Tariff Nos. 127 and 142, were established by a Cuban 
Decree No. 2155 of 1944. (See notice in Board of Trade Journal of 
September 2, 1944, page 327.) 

A Resolution of the Cuban Ministry of Finance, dated October 25, 
1948, states that as from January 1, 1948, the dispositions of Decree 
2155 of 1944 do not apply to countries which are signatories of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, signed at Geneva on 
October 30, 1947. 


Raw Materials for Fertilizers 


SUSPENSION of Cuban Customs duty until October 31, 1949, on 
all fertilizing solid mineral matter, nitro-phosphated, containing not 
more than 6:25 per cent. of nitrogen, and on liquid nitrogenous 
solutions imported by manufacturers in the form of raw materials for 
manufacturing fertilizers and classified under Tariff Nos. 98A and B, 
has been granted by Decrees 3318 of October 6, 1948, and 3525, 


of October 22, 1948. 


Hungary 








Charges Leviable on Export/Import Licences 


THE Hungarian authorities charge duty on all export licences at 
the rate of 4 Ft. for each 1,000 Ft. value, subject, however, to a mini- 
mum duty of 20 Ft. per licence. The licence is dutiable once only. 
ungarian import licences are subject to a duty of 1 per cent. of 
the value of the goods imported. The value of the goods on which 
€ duty is assessed includes the total of the Import ‘Turnover Taxes 
payable. Payment is made in cash on Customs clearance. Transit 
Transportation Licences are duty free. 
Ft. = forint. 47 forints = f1. 
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Regulations for Government 


Purchases in Argentina 


THE Minister (Commercial) to H.M. Embassy at Buenos Aires 

reports that a Decree No. 36506, dated November 27, 1948, 
embodying new regulations for Government purchases, has now 
been published and put into effect. In the preamble of the decree 
it is stated that the regulations have been drawn up in accordance 
with Article 50 of the Accountancy Law (Law No. 12961), because 
it is ‘‘a necessity and a widely felt administrative aspiration ’’ that 
there should be a single set of regulations applicable for all public 
and private calls for tender by Government departments. 

The Deeree itself consists of four articles. Article 1, the only one 
of interest to British firms, states that the following documents, 
annexed to the Decree, have received the approval of the authorities :— 

1. Reglamento de Compras-Ventas (Purchase Regulations). 

2. Pliego de Condiciones para licitaciones publicas (Conditions for 
public tenders). 

3. Pliego de Condiciones para licitaciones privadas (Conditions 
for private tenders). 

4. Modelo de formulario para pliego:de precios en licitaciones 
privadas y compras directas (Standard form for requests for quotations 
in private calls for tender and direct purchases). 

5. Modelo de formulario de orden de compra (Standard buying 
order form). 

The Reglamento de Compras-Ventas (Purchase Regulations) a 
lengthy.document, sets out in fourteen chapters the principles, rules 
and norms to be observed by Government departments for effecting 
purchases. A summary prepared by the Minister (Commercial) 
of the principal points covered in this document may be obtained 
by United Kingdom firms interested in tendering for Argentine 
Government contracts from the Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department of the Board of Trade, Room 1132, Thames House 
(North), Millbank, London, S.W.1. 


Imports of D.D.T., Benzine and Chlorobenzine 


INFORMATION has been received from the Minister (Commercial) 
at Buenos Aires, to the effect that the Argentine D.D.T. manufacturing 
industry has been declared of national importance, and the importation 
of this product is now subject to the system of prior study. 
Imports of benzine and chlorobenzine for use in the manufacture 
of D.D.T. have been exempted from the payment of customs duties. 
These measures are valid for five years. 


Mexico 


Books Printed in Spanish 


A MEXICAN Decree dated December 2, 1948, creates new tariff 
items as shown below :— 








Tariff Commodity Rate of duty in 
item pesos 
7.57.96 | Books printed in Spanish, in paper covers : 
(1) | When edited in countries which permit free im- 
portation, and also payment in convertible 
currency, for books edited in Mexico ? ss Exempt 
(2) | When edited in countries which have established 
restrictions or quantitative controls on the 
importation of books, or which prohibit or limit 
the payment in convertible currencies for books | K.L. 1.00 plus 
of Mexican origin na xe 40 per cent. 
ad valorem 
7.57.97 | Books printed in Spanish, with covers of velvet, 
mother of pearl, ivory, tortoiseshell, gutta- 
percha, wood, celluloid or common metal : 
(1) | As above oe 4 az Exempt 
(2) | As above K.L. 1:00 plus 
40 per cent. 
ad valorem 
7.57.98 | Books printed in Spanish, with covers of cardboard, 
leather or cloth : ; 
(1) | As above Exempt 
(2) | As above K.L. 1.00 plus 
40 per cent. 
ad valorem 























328 


IHHE Zanzibar Customs Tariff (Amendment) Decree, 
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Zanzibar Customs Tariff Modifications 


1949, 


provides for the following amendments to the Zanzibar Customs 
Tariff, with effect from January 7, 1949:— 





Item 


Article 


Rate of Basic Duty 





1 


14 
19 


20 
21 


28 
29 
30 


35 


46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 


54 


56 
62 


63 
64 


65 
66 


> 


67 


68 














Fruit and nuts: 
(b) Other fruit (dried) 
(c) Betel nuts 
(d) Other nuts, excluding groundnuts, coconuts and d copra 
Natural and artificial table waters . 
Spirits :-— 
(a) Liqueurs, cordials, and mixed potable spirits, exceed- 
ing 3% of proof spirit 
(6) Other potable spirits exceeding 3% of proof spirit, e.g. 
brandy, whisky, rum, gin, geneva, sand rectified spirits 
other than for use in the compounding of medicines 
Note.—No allowance will be made for underproof in excess 
of 123% 
Vinegar ... 
Tobacco :— 
(+) Manufactured ... 
(c) Cigars, cheroots and cigarettes" 
(d) Cigarettes 

Foodstuffs of all kinds, ‘including confectionery in phottles, 
tins, cartons or similar containers, n.e.e., but not including 
butter, ghee, milk, evaporated, or condensed or dried, and 
patent or proprietary milk foods for infants or nursing 
mothers 

Animal oils, not including tallow and fats and greases, n. e. e. 

Vegetable oils, other than when imported by a recognized 
medical institution or practitioner for medical purposes, 
not including palm kernel oil 

Dyes and dyestuffs, including laundry blue, “not including 
blue imported for the manufacture of soap 

Paints and paint pastes, enamels, varnishes, celluloses, dis- 
tempers, fillers, siccatives, mastics, turpentine, thinners, 
but not including electrical insulating varnishes and 
enamels on soe 

Printers’ ink, stencil ink and inked ‘ribbons ‘ oes 

Writing and drawing ink, including ink for stamp ‘pads Re 

Pencils, pencil leads, crayons, paint boxes, artists’ paints 
and materials 

Manufactures of rubber and rubber substitutes, n.e. e., but 

not including :— 

(a) Rubber belting for =, transmission hose, and 
electrical material, and 

(6) hot water bottles, nasal douches and similar medical 
or surgical requisites .. 

Tyres and tubes, not attached to wheels or vehicles :— 

(a) Pneumatic: 
I. Tyres,including weight of the immediate wrapper 
If. Tubes for motor vehicles or for side cars and 
trailers for motor vehicles ose 

III. Tubes, bicycle and other . ave 
(>) Solid, complete or in lengths or in pieces a one 

Trunks, chests, suitcases and similar containers, empty ... 

Furniture, including ornaments, lamp shades and floor 
coverings, but not including pictures and refrigerators ... 

Common packing and wrapping paper, including old news- 
papers 

Paper bags, cardboard boxes and discs, and other manufac- 
tures of cardboard, other than when imported for the 
packing of local produce or manufactures.. 

Writing paper, blotting enti a pens and similar 
stationery exe ose 

Other statione ry, n.e. e. 

Paper manufactures, n.€.€., but not including banknotes 
and other pan currency and postage stamps (used or 
unused) 

Leather, dressed ; leather manufactures, n.e.e. ; imitation 
and artificial leather and manufactures thereof, n.e.e. .. 

Sewing cottons and silks, embroidery cottons and silks, 
knitting wool and similar yarns and threads os 

Piece-goods, not including bagging and sacking in the piece 

and mosquito netting :— 
(a) Cotton, grey and unbleached... 


(b) Cotton, bleached and khangas ... 
(c) Other, of cotton or other material, n.e.e. 


(@ Silk 





Ribbons, trimmings, lace and similar haberdashery 
Blankets, travelling rugs and coverlets 


Wearing apparel, n.e.e., including tape, elastic, peeeinn. 
prepared boot and shoe soles and similar smallwear 

Table, bed and toilet linen, of cotton, or other textile . 

Condiments, n.e.e. : prepared sauces, spices, pickles, apni, 
and similar preparations es 

Table and household crockery, portable es 

Mirrors. imported as such and not forming part of another 
article or set of other articles a 

Lanterns and lamps, including globes, ‘chimneys and shades, 
and spare parts thereof 5 

Table and other household glassware. portable om 

Jewellery ; imitation jewellery ; precious and semi-precious 
stones ; beads, including sequins, made of any material 

Personal or household requisites, n.e.e., including spoons, 
forks, dishes, cigarette lighters and cases, toilet sets and 





20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 


Shs. 52-00 per Imp. gal, 
Shs. 52-00 per proof gal. 
20% ad valorem 

Shs. 10-00 per Ib.* 


Shs. 10-00 per Ib. 
Shs. 10-00 per Ib.* 


20% 
20% 


ad valorem 
ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 


Cts, 50 per Ib. 


Cts. 40 per Ib. 
Cts. 50 per Ib. 
Cts. 20 per Ib. 
20% ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 


% ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 


Cts. 10 per sq. yd., or 
15% ad valorem, which- 
ever is the greater 

Cts. 12 per sq. yd., or 
15% ad valorem, which- 
ever is the greater 

Cts. 12 per sq. yd., 
20% ad valorem, av ew 
ever is the greater 

Cts. 20 per sq. yd., or 
20% ad valorem, which- 
ever is the greater 
20% ad valorem 

Cts. 30 each, or 20% ad 
valorem, whichever is 
the greater 


20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 


20% 
20% 
20% ad valorem 


20% 
20% 


20% 


ad valorem 
ad valorem 


ad valorem 
ad valorem 


ad valorem 





* Development duty : 


Shs. 4-00 per Ib. 
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a. 
Item Article Rate of Basic Duty 
similar articles, but not including cups, medals and other 
trophies, ‘imported for presentation : 
(a) As prizes at public examinations, exhibitions, shows, 
or for competitions of skill or sport open to the public 
or members of recognized clubs. 
(b) For bravery, good conduct, humanity, for excellence 
in art, industry, invention, manufactures, learning, 
science or for meritorious public service. 
Provided that proof to the satisfaction of the Comptroller 
of Customs is produced prior to clearing such articles 
through the Customs that they are intended for pre- 
sentation as specified above ... 20% ad valorem 
69 | Table and other household utensils, n.e. e., “not including 
buckets and dustbins . 20% ad valorem 
70 | Household hollow-ware, portable, ‘hh. €.e., “not including 
buckets and dustbins ‘ 20% ad valorem 
71 | Fiat irons, charcoal irons and electric irons . 20% ad valorem 
72 , Nails, screws, bolts, nuts, tacks, spikes, rivets, "washers, 
screweyes and hooks and similar fastenings, whether 
imported as spare parts or not 20% ad valorem 
73 | Locks, keys, hinges and similar fittings | “for doors and 
windows, etc. ; padlocks 20% ad valorem 
74 | Household cutlery ; ; scissors . 20% ad valorem 
75 | Razors .. owe 20% ad valorem 
76 | Safety razor blades 20% ad valorem 
77 | Other cutlers’ wares, 1.€.e., “but not including “articles 
manufactured especially for expat —— or dental 
purposes ane .- | 20% ad valorem 
79 | Office machines and appliances es 20% ad valorem 
80 | Primus and other portable oilstoves 20% ad valorem 
81 | Sewing machines :— 
(a) Hand operated Shs. 12-00 each, or 29%, 
roa — whichever: 
ne greater 
(b) Other Shs. 18-00 each, or 20° 
= pret whichever is 
1e greater 
83 | Electrical batteries and accumulators, not including batteries 
and accumulators for use in factories or for medical 
purposes 20% ad valorem 
84 | Bulbs and tubes for electric lighting, including neon and 
simiJar bulbs and tubes... 20% ad valorem 
85 | Wireless receiving sets, including radiograms, pick- ‘ups and 
extension loud speakers and parts thereof : 20% ad valorem 
86 | Electric torches, complete, and torch cases 20% ad valorem 
87 | Pedal bicycles and tricycles, not including children’s toys Shs. 6-00 each, or 20% 
fs ad valorem, whichever is 
the greater 
88 | Rickshaws Shs. 50-00 each, or 29%, 
ad valorem, whichever is 
the greater 
89 | Photographic and cinematographic apparatus and appliances, 


90 
91 


92 
93 


94 


95 
96 


97 
98 
99 
101 
102 
102 
104 


105 








including photographic chemicals and unexposed films, 

plates and printing paper; not including :— 

(a) Cinematographic projectors and magic lanterns and 
slides therefor, imported for use in, or by, scientific or 
educational institutions. 

(b) Cinematograph films which are certified in accordance 
with the provisions of the Customs Tariff (Exemption) 
Order, 1937, to be of educational character. 

(c) Cinematograph films (developed) for public exhibition 
only. 

(d) Records for use in connection with “ talking ’’ films, 
provided that the films with which they shall be so 
used are themselves — from ie ment of naale 

(e) Any X-ray equipment . 

Sponges and loofahs . 
Clocks and watches, not including chronometers and clocks 
for public exhibition, incorporated as an — “aoe of 
a building 
Gramophones, phonographs and records therefor... 
Firearms, including airguns and pistols, ammunition, ‘swords, 

daggers and similar weapons ‘. a oe 
Matches :— 

(a) in boxes of not more than 100 matches ‘ 

(b) in boxes of more than 100 and not more than 200 
matches ... 

(c) and for every 100 additional matches or part thereof, 
in excess of 200 per box eee 

(d) Tear-off matches, in — dise or booklets a 

Fireworks oe ase woe 
Umbrellas and parasols: — 
(a) Not paper 5 


(b) Paper ‘ 
Musical instruments, n. e. a 
Walking sticks, whips, fly switches and similar articles . 
Prepared decorative feathers and human hair ... 
Works of art, curios and similar goods. under 100 years old, 
not including articles — for ae exhibition 
Brooms and brushes =e use oes 
Brooms and brushes ... ose eee ove 
Cement :— 
©) Portland and similar cement for building purposes . 
Note-—Cement in packages of not less than 350 Ibs. and 
not more than 400 Ibs. to be deemed 400 Ibs. 
(b) Cement clinker ... 
(c) Pudlo, Ironite, Cementone and similar substances fi for 


proofing, hardening or colouring cement 
(d) Plaster of Paris, in bulk wea ° ome 
(e) Putty ose . 


Tron and steel :— 
(a) Plates and sheets, plain, corrugated, perforated, 
galvanized or enamelled, including plates covered with 


(Continued on page 33!) 





20% 


ad valorem 
20% valorem 


ad 


ad valorem 
ad valorem 


ad valorem 


20% 
20% 


20% 


Shs. 3-00 per gross boxes 
Shs. 6-00 per gross boxes 


Shs. 3-00 per gross boxes 
Cts.25 per 1,000 matches 


20% ad valorem 


Cts. 30 each, or 20% a 
valorem, whichever * 
the greater 


20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 
20% ad valorem 


20% ad valorem 
20% ad 
20% ad valorem 


Shs. 1-50 per 400 Ibs. 


10% ad valorem 


10% ad valorem 
10% ad valorem 
10% ad valorem 
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Zanzibar Customs Tariff—(Continued) 




















; Article Rate of Basic Duty 
tem 
——1 jaed, tin or zine, but not including plates and sheets 
~ for the packing of oil, kerosene or motor spirit or of 
it goods the product of agriculture or manufacture within 
> Duty the Protectorate ae bia ine one ee 10% ad valorem 
Ri (b) Angle, bar, channel, rod, hoop, H., T., and similar iron 
“and steel, not worked or fabricated, i ae -.» | 10% ad valorem 
(c) Fabricated girders and fabricated steelwork for 
buildings and bridges, n.e.e.; structural steelwork 
for staging and platforms eh oa ae --» | 10% ad valorem 
06 | Asbestos and asbestos cement manufactures, namely, 
ad shects, plain or corrugated, slates, tiles, ridging und 
auttering, asbestos washers and gaskets, and asbestos 
packing nie + eee ane Acie ook .-- | 10% ad valorem 
107 |. Bricks, slates and tiles for building purposes hee ... | 10% aa vaorem 
SS a 
m 
° 
n Southern Rhodesia 
: Rebate of Customs Duties for Manufacturing Purposes 


GOVERNMENT Notices Nos. 15, 16 and 17, published in the 
Southern Rhodesia Government Gazette of January 7, 1949, provide 
respectively, for a rebate or refund, on first importation or when 





























‘ taken out of bond, of the Customs duties to the extent indicated 
; in the Schedule below :— 
SCHEDULE 
n 
; Extent of Rebate 
or 20% = 
, Or 20% Columns 
hever js 
hi Goods . x 
Md 20°, United 
ae General |Dominions | Kingdom 
and 
, Colonies 
} Per cent. | Per cent. | Per cent. 
Pudding, Jelly and Ice Cream Powder 
Manufacturing Industry :— 
or 20% Citrie acid... ‘ee aac pee 50 — —_— 
heveris Tartaric acid ~ wae ae 50 mo — 
or2iy — Government Notice No. 580 of 1948 is 
hever i hereby cancelled. (See Board of Trade 
Journal of September 11, 1948, page 516.) 
Textile Manufacturing Industry :— 
Cotton yarns, woollen yarns, artificial | A = 
silk or mixtures thereof. The whole of the duty is rebated. 
Government Notice No. 663 of 1947 is 
hereby cancelled. (See Board of Trade 
Journal of September 27, 1947, page 
1684.) 
Bag Manufacturing Industry :— 
Jute rove ... oe vas sas 100 100 100 
: a 
] 
Northern Rhodesia 
! Customs and Excise Duties 
THE Northern Rhodesia Customs and Excise Duties (Temporary 
spas | Amendment) Ordinance, 1948, extends until December 31, 1949, the 


operation of :— 
8 boxts (a) the additional customs duties imposed in 1940 on beer, cider, 


38 bores wines, spirits, etc., contained in the Second Schedule of the 
matches Customs and Excise Duties Ordinance, 1931, and 

_— (0) the additional excise and customs duties imposed in 1940 on 
20% tobacco contained in Parts I and II of the Fifth Schedule of the 


gy Customs and Excise Duties Ordinance, 1931. 


The Cigarette Excise and Surtax (Temporary Amendment) Ordi- 
nance, 1948, extends until December 31, 1949, the amended rates of 
excise duty on cigarettes manufactured in Northern Rhodesia and 
, of customs surtax on cigarettes imported into the Colony. 

) (See Board of Trade Journal of January 31, 1948, page 257.) 





South Africa 
Suspension of Duty 


GOVERNMENT Notice No. 2868 published in the Union of South 
Africa Government Gazette of December 31, 1948, provides for the 
continuation until March 31, 1949, of the temporary suspension of the 
customs duty provided for in Tariff item No. 295 (c) in respect of 
newsprint, in reels or in the flat, imported into the Union. (See Board 
of Trade Journal of October 16, 1948, page 816.) 
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Indian Tariff Board Report 


THE United Kingdom Trade Commissioner at New Delhi has 
forwarded a copy of a Resolution published in the Gazette of India 
Extraordinary of January 19, 1949, giving the Government of India’s 
decisions on the report of the Tariff Board on the question of con- 
tinuance of protection for the silver thread and wire industry : 
Silver thread and wire industry (No. 34(4)-T/B/48): Referred to 
the Tariff Board on April 10, 1948 (see Board of Trade Fournal of 
May 15, 1948, page 973). The Board considers that the silver thread 
and wire industry is no longer in need of protection, at present 
granted until March 31, 1949, and has made the following main 
recommendations :— 
(i) Since the industry has made substantial progress during the 
last several years and has been able to capture the entire 
market in this country, and since there are at present no 
imports, no protection is necessary in the present circum- 
stances. If, however, the silver thread industry is threatened 
by foreign competition at any future time, the matter can be 
referred to the Board for a summary enquiry and report. 
(ii) Government should ask the Indian Trade Commissioners 
abroad to explore the possibilities of developing an export 
market for jari and jari products. 
(iii) To draw wires of uniform thickness and fineness diamond 
dies are the best. The locally manufactured diamond dies 
are not of the requisite standard. It is recommended that 
the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research should 
investigate the problem of manufacturing suitable diamond 
dies in India. Although the industry has succeeded in 
improving the process of manufacturing it is felt that qualified 
technical men are required to place this industry on a sound 
basis. Government should, therefore, depute some technical 
men to study the process of manufacture in foreign countries. 
(iv) In future negotiations for a trade treaty with Pakistan, Govern- 
ment should bear in mind the desirability of duty-free move- 
ment of jari and jari products between the two Dominions. 
The Government of India have accepted recommendations (i) 
and (ii) and necessary legislation will be introduced to replace the 
existing protective duty by a revenue duty as from April 1, 1949. 

Recommendation (iii) is under active consideration and with regard 
to recommendation (iv) suitable action will be taken by the Govern- 
ment of India at the appropriate time. 


Transmission Tax on Belgian Exports 


THE Moniteur Belge of December 31, 1948, contains a Decree dated 
December 28, 1948, effective until April 30, 1949, which modifies 
that of June 25, 1948 (see Board of Trade Journal of August 14, 
1948), and provides for the reduction of the Transmission T'ax on 
certain metal products classified under numbers 699, 700, 701 (a) and 
(b), 702 (a), 703, 704 (a) and (6), 705 (a) and (d), 706 (a), 709 (a) 1 B 
and C, 709 (a) 2, 709 (c), 713-715, of the Benelux Customs ‘Tariff, to 
1°75 per cent. 


Turkey 


Import Restrictions 


READERS will have seen the notice in the Board of Trade Journal of 
February 5 (page 265) on Anglo-Turkish finance and trade which 
referred to the grant of drawing rights to Turkey in sterling to the 
equivalent of 8 million dollars. 

This grant of drawing rights should go some way towards easing 
Turkey’s immediate shortage of sterling and she has already been able 
to recommence on a restricted scale the grant of import licences for 
British goods. It is emphasized, however, that applications for 
licences to the Turkish Ministry of Commerce still exceed available 
sterling. Exporters are, therefore, reminded that they should ship 
to Turkey only when they are certain that a valid import licence is in 
existence. 


Customs Regulations 


A NUMBER of Turkish importers of United Kingdom goods have 
recently had to pay heavy fines for erroneous declarations to the 
Turkish Customs Authorities. These fines are levied not as a result 
of a deliberate attempt to mislead the Customs, but because of a small 
error as to a weight or measure, perhaps caused by a miscalculation in 
the conversion of British Measures and Weights into their metric 
equivalents. ‘The greatest care should be taken, therefore, in supply- 
ing information to Turkish importers for a Customs declaration. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs 





London Antique Dealers’ Fair 


NDER the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Mary, the Ninth 

Antique Dealers’ Fair—the third Fair since the war—will be held 
in the Great Room of Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London, W.1, 
from Thursday, June 9, to Friday, June 24, 1949. 

There will be 100 exhibitors well known to all connoisseurs and 
admirers of British, continental, and oriental antiques, and the total 
value of their contribution to the Fair—glass, porcelain and china, gold 
and silverware, furniture and carpets, books and manuscripts, tapestry 
and needlework, pictures and prints, clocks and jewels, antiquities of 
past civilizations and other objects of art—is once again likely to reach 
the £4,000,000 mark. 

The greatest possible care is taken to ensure that every article 
conforms to the regulations laid down for the conduct of the Fair, 
namely, that all exhibits are authentic antiques of the period they 
represent, and are made prior to 1830. To this end there is put into 
operation a well-planned system of advisory committees, formed of 
experts on each particular type of antique. ‘There are sixteen of these 
panels. Before the Fair opens daily every exhibit, small or large, is 
closely examined by experts on duty drawn from the appropriate 
panels, and every new piece brought in to replace a treasure that has 
been sold—for the whole of the items on show, with the exception of 
those lent by members of the Royal Family and the Worshipful 
Company of Goldsmiths, are open to purchase—is subjected to expert 
scrutiny before being allowed on the stands. 

It is the strict observance of this system of scrutiny that has won for 
the Fair the prestige which is reflected in.the number of connoisseurs 
and collectors from overseas who are amongst the visitors. 

The following list of trade exhibitions and fairs in the United 
Kingdom and overseas is compiled from information furnished by the 
organizers and by the overseas officers of the Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department. It will be understood that no responsibility 
is taken for the standing of the organizations or individuals mentioned 
and that dates, etc., may be subject to alteration. This list is not 
exhaustive and further information about these and other events may 
be obtained from the Exhibitions Division of the Commercial Rela- 
tions and Exports Department, Horseferry House, Thorney Street, 
London, S.W.1. (Victoria 6800.) Recent additions to the list are 
indicated by an asterisk *. 


United Kingdom 
1949 

HOTEL AND CATERING EXHIBITION— 
February 9-19, 1949. At City Hall, Deansgate, Manchester. 
Apply to Provincial Exhibitions Ltd., at above address, 

BrRMINGHAM, ANNUAL Toy TRADE FarR— 
February 21-26, 1949. At Bingley Hall, Birmingham. Apply 
to Toy Fair Association of Great Britain, Progress Works, Church 
Street, Blackpool. (Tel.: Blackpool 23579.) 

AMUSEMENT TRADES EXHIBITION——— 
February 22-24, 1949. At New Horticultural Hall, London, 
S.W.1. Apply to Amusement Trades Exhibitions Ltd., 19 Charing 
Cross Road, London, W.C.2. (Tel.: Whi. 2524.) 

ExHIRITIONS OF BRITISH COMPONENTS, VALVES AND TEST GEAR FOR THE 

Rapio, TELEVISION, ELECTRONIC AND ‘TELECOMMUNICATIONS INDUS- 


TRY— 
March 1-3, 1949. At Grosvenor House (Great Hall), Park Lane, 


London, W.1. Apply to Radio Component Manufacturers’ 
Federation, 22 Surrey Street, Strand, W.C.2. (Tel.: Temple 
Bar 6740.) 


Dairty Mar IpeaL Home ExuisiTlon— 

March 1-26, 1949. At Olympia. 
* papers Ltd., New Carmelite House, London, E.C.4. 

Central 6000.) 

British Inpustries Farr, LONDON AND BIRMINGHAM— 
May 2-13, 1949. Apply to Commerical Relations and Exports 
Department, Exhibitions Division, Horseferry House, Thorney 
Street, London, S.W.1. (Tel.: Victoria 6800), or to Birmingham 
Chamber of Commerce, 95 New Street, Birmingham. (Tel.: 
Birmingham Midland 5021.) 


Apply to Associated News- 
(Tel.: 
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BUILDING AND ENGINEERING EXHIBITION (EQUIPMENT AND Ma: 
May 16-27, 1949. At Old Horticultural Hall, Westminster a 
Apply to British Bulletin of Commerce, 17-18 Henrietta § 1 
Strand, W.C.2. (Tel.: Temple 4728.) te, 
LEICESTER AND LEICESTERSHIRE INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION— 
May 19-28, 1949. At Granby Halls, Leicester, Appl 
Leicester Chamber of Commerce, 3 Granby Street Len ong 
(Tel.: Leicester 60171.) — 
BritIsH ‘THEATRE EXHIBITION— 
May 23-June 18, 1949. At Bingley Hall, Birmingham, Appl 
* to Mr. G. H. Grimaldi, British Theatre Exhibition, Birminne 
Post, 88 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4. (Tel.: Central 8731) 
9TH ANTIQUE DEALERS’ FAIR AND EXHIBITION — : 
June 9-24, 1949. At Great Hall, Grosvenor House, Park Lay 
W.1. Apply to Captain C. S. Platts, Room 904, Groenar 
House, Park Lane, W.1. (Tel.: Grosvenor 6363, Ext. 904.) 4 
RoyaL AGRICULTURAL SHOW, SHREWSBURY— : 
* ~ July 5-8, 1949. Apply to the Royal Agricultural Society, 16 Bey. 
ford Square, London, W.1. (Tel.: Museum 0535.) 
UNDERGROUND MINING MACHINERY EXHIBITION— 
July 7-16, 1949. At Earls Court. Apply to General Manage: 
Engineering Centre, 351 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, C.2, 
ENGINEERING AND MARINE EXxHIBITION— 
August 25-September 10, 1949. At Olympia. Apply to Mess 
F. W. Bridges & Sons Ltd., Grand Buildings, Trafalgar Squar. 
London, W.C.2. (Tel.: Whi. 0568.) , 
INDUSTRIAL FINISHFS EXHIBITION— 
August 31-September 13 1949. At Earls Court. Apply to 
Exhibition Secretary, 26 Old Brompton Road, London, §.W), 
ScoTTisH INDUSTRIES EXxHIBITION— 
September 1-17, 1949. At Kelvin Hall, Glasgow. Apply to 
General Manager, Scottish Industries Exhibition, 351 Sauchiehal 
Street, Glasgow, C.2. (Tel.: Glasgow Douglas 7531.) 
49TH CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION— 
September 19-23, 1949. At Central Hall, Westminster, London, 
x S.W.1. Apply to the British and Colonial Druggist Ltd., 194.20) 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2. (Tel.: Bishopsgate 2148.) 
RADIOLYMPIA, NATIONAL Rapio ExHIBITION— 
September 28-October 8 1949. Apply to the Radio Industry 
601) 59 Russell Square, London, W.C.1. (Tel.: Museum 
INTERNATIONAL Motor ExHIBITION— 
September 28-October 8, 1949. At Earls Court, London. Apply 
to Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders Ltd., 148 Picca- 
dilly, London, W.1. (Tel.: Grosvenor 4040.) 
MANCHESTER, First NATIONAL PACKAGING EXHIBITION— 
October 5-15, 1949. At City Hall, Deansgate, Manchester, 
Apply Provincial Exhibitions Ltd., at above address. 
FASHION IN Footwear ExHIBITION— 
October 10-14, 1949. At Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London, 
* W.1. Apply to Exhibition Dept., ‘‘ Footwear,” Drury House, 
Russell Street, London, W.C.2. (Tel.: Temple Bar 3422.) 
British ‘TEXTILE MACHINERY AND ACCESSORIES EXHIBITION (INTE- 
NATIONAL)— 
October 12-22, 1949. At Belle Vue, Manchester. Apply to 
Textile Recorder Machinery and Accessories Exhibition Ltd, 
Old Colony House, South King Street, Manchester, 2. 
INTERNATIONAL BICYCLE AND Motor Cycie ExHrBITlon— 
October 21-29, 1949. At Earls Court, London. Apply to the 
British Cycle and Motor Cycle Manufacturers and Traders Union 
Ltd., The Towers, Warwick Road, Coventry. (Tel.: Coventry 
62511-2.) 
63RD ANNUAL Datry SHow— 
October 25-28, 1949. 


At Olympia. Apply to British Dain 


Farmers’ Association, 17 Devonshire Street, London, Wl 
(Tel.: Welbeck 1012.) 

Bustness EFFICIENCY EXxHIBITION— 
November 9-19, 1949. At Empire Hall, Olympia. Apply t 


Office Appliance Trades Association of Great Britain and Jreland, 


11-13 Dowgate Hill, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. (Tel: 
Central 7771-2.) 

BurLpInc Trapes ExurstTlon— 
November 17-December 1, 1949. At Olympia. Apply 


Building Trades Exhibition Ltd., 4 Vernon Place, Southampto F 


Row, W.C.1. (Tel.: Holborn 8146.) 
SMITHFIELD SHOW AND AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXxHIBITION— 


*x December 5-9, 1949. At Earls Court. Apply to The Smithfiel 


Show, Joint Committee, 148 Piccadilly, W.1. 
(Continued on page 335) 
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LET PHOTO-UNION PLAN YOUR ADVANCE 
B.1.F. PUBLICITY NOW 


PHOTO-UNION LTD. 


STUDIO HOUSE, 12 SOHO SQUARE, LONDON, W.1 
PHOTO-UNION, WESDO, LONDON 


GERRARD 7184-5-6-7 
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MEMBERS OF THE AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATIO 








GOOD POLISHES 
plus 


SPECIAL ESSENTIAL 
FEATURES 


If these two polishes—Furmoto Non-Slip 
Floor Cream and Solitaire Shoe Polish—did 
no more than “ Polish’’ they would win their 
place in any home. But each has EXTRA 
SPECIAL FEATURES—characteristics which 
place them entirely in a class of their own. 


A FLOOR CREAM 
GUARANTEED NON-SLIP 


Puy Furmoto omg — gp rags gg A 
ordinary fioor polishes and cream do, plu 
rendering of Linoleum, Parquet, Stained Floors, etc.,_ ABSOLUTELY oe ear oi 
There is always a danger of slipping on highly polished floors, but N ‘4 when 
Furmoto Non-Slip Floor Cream is used. The makers are so confident that slipping is 
impossible on a Furmoto polished floor that with every tin they give : 
£100 FREE INSURANCE AGAINST SLIPPING effective in every country in the world. 


Furmoto 7on slie 


FLOOR CREA 


Awarded 64 Gold Medals. 


THE ANSWER 15 — 
THEY SHOULD USE 


furmoto 









THE BEAUTY. TREATMENT FOR SHOES 


Solitaire Shoe Polish De Luxe is a complete beauty 
treatment for shoes because it protects as it polishes, 
waterproofs as it nourishes the leather, and affords a 
brilliant enduring shine. Solitaire gives long life to ’ 
new shoes — new life to old ones. In all fashionable 
shades for all leathers. 


Manufactured by 
S 0 LITAI RE Furmoto Chemical 
Co. Ltd., 
SH P LI SH 1/3 Brixton Road, 
yg ee London, S.W.9, 
in all countries where not le 
already represented. 


England. 
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Memorandum for 





THE CONSULTING ENGINEER @ THE 
ARCHITECT @ THE CONTRACTOR @ THE 
BUILDERS’ MERCHANT @ THE WORKS 
MANAGER @ THE PURCHASING OFFICER 
THE PRODUCTION ENGINEER @ THE 
MERCHANT SHIPPER @ THE LOCAL 
AUTHORITY OFFICER. 


You will want to visit the Building and Engineering 
Exhibition (Equipment and Materials), the third of the 
‘ Britain’s Best ’’ annual series, to see and inspect the 
selected range of products and services, and investigate 
new developments and processes. 





THE DATES 
MAY 16-27 
THE PLACE 
THE OLD HORTICULTURAL HALL, 
WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.1. 
THE 


BUILDING and 
ENGINEERING EXHIBITION 














Memorandum for 


THE INDUSTRIALIST WHO WANTS TO 
INTEREST THE OVERSEAS AND HOME 
BUYERS WHO VILL COME TO THE 
BUILDING AND ENGINEERING 
‘EXHIBITION. 


You will want to contact the Exhibition 
manager while there are still a few stand 
spaces available. You will want to enquire 
about reserving space in the Exhibition Catalogue, 
which is read by many buyers who cannot person- 
ally attend the Exhibition as well as by the visitors. 





Write or Teleph 


The Exhibition Manager, “ Britain’s Best ’’ Exhibitions, 
17 Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, London, W.C.2. 
Temple Bar 4720 











Make sure you reserve a stand—Contact the Exhibition Manager now 
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PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL FAIR | 


3th — 20th MARCH, 1949 HotEL, 


* 





INTERNA 


x 


MraMI, 


New Yo 
BrusseL 
Ext 


Paris, I 
New Yc 


New Yc 
FOR INFORMATION APPLY TO: 


The Secretary, Czechoslovak British Chamber of Commerce vou, 
46 Seymour Street, London, W.1. (Tel.: Ambassador 1801) or: 
PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL FAIR, PRAGUE VII, VELETRZNI 20. [pace 











VERONA 





To British Manufacturers 
WEST of ENGLAND EXPORT DRIVE 
EXHIBITION 
THE OXLEAZE, GLOUCESTER 
16th to 30th July, 1919 


Manufacturers wishing to arrange an Exhibit 
should apply to :— 


BRITISH EXHIBITION ENTERPRISES LTD 
51 Queen Square, Bristol 
Telephone : Bristol 25914 


Melon 


DISPLAY SERVICE 


S3=G6 CARLISEE STREET W. 












ROYAL 
NETHERLANDS p=» 


INDUSTRIES FAIR 


(INTERNATIONAL) UTRECHT |fbu 


29m Mar.—7n Apl. 1949 |p. 


(CLOSED ON SUNDAYS) 


EXPORT DAYS: 29th & 30th MAR. 


Foreign visitors are requested to report upon arrival 
at the Foreign Relations Department Pavilion adjoining 
the Fair’s Secretariat on the Vredenburg Square. 











































JTRECH 













... offer you an unparalleled 
designing and constructing 
service for your requirements 
at the B:I-F 


Call: Ger. 8225—FOR A PLANNED DISPLAY 







DOURT 






For all further information please apply directly to the Foreign 
Relations Department, Royal Netherlands Industries Fair, 
Utrecht, or to the Fair’s Representative in the United Kingdom, 
W. FRIEDHOFF, 10 GLOUCESTER PLACE, LONDON, W.1. 































——~ f fshibitions and Fairs—(Continued) 


; 


1950 


Hore, RESTAURANT AND CATERING EXHIBITION— _ 
; January 25—February 3, 1950. At Olympia. _Apply to Trade 
x and Technical Exhibitions Ltd., 1 Dorset Buildings, Salisbury 
Square, London, E.C.4. (Tel.: Central 1555.) 
JNTERNATIONAL Stamp EXHIBITION— 
: May 6-13, 1950. At Grosvenor House, Park Lane, London, W.1. 
x Apply to Executive Committee, 41 Devonshire Place, London, 
W.1. 


Overseas 
1949 


Mum, Boat SHow— : 
February 11-19, 1949. Apply Mr. Grover Theis, 343 S.W. 
North River Drive, Miami, Florida. 

New YoRK, NATIONAL SPORTSMEN’s SHOW— 

; February 19-27, 1949. At Grand Central Palace, New York. 
Apply to Campbell-Fairbanks Expositions Inc., Park Square 
Building, Boston, Mass., U.S.A. 

BrussELs, INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY AND IMPLEMENTS 

EXHIBITION— 
February 20-27, 1949. Apply to Societe de Mecanique et 
d’Industries Agricoles, 29 rue de Spa, Brussels, IV. 

Paris, INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXxHIBITION— 

March 1-6, 1949. At Exhibition Park. Apply to the Salon de 

la Machine Agricole, 38 Rue de Chateaudun, Paris. 

New York, NATIONAL ANTIQUES SHOW— 

March 7-13, 1949. At Madison Square Garden. 

Morton Yarmon, 97 Duane Street, New York City, 7. 

New York, AMERICAN Toy FatrR— 

March 7-19, 1949. At Hotel McAlpin, Broadway and 34th 

x = Street. Pad to Mr. H. D. Clark, 200 Fifth Avenue, New York 
ity, 10. 

ViENNA, INTERNATIONAL SPRING FarR— 

March 13-20, 1949. Apply to British-Austrian Chamber of 

Commerce Inc.,_ 29 Dorset Square, London, N.W.1. (Tel.: 

Paddington 7646.) 

PraGuz, INTERNATIONAL FaIR— 

March 13-20, 1949. Apply to the Secretary, Czechoslovak- 

British Chamber of Commerce, 46 Seymour Street, London, W.1. 

(Tel.: Amb 1801.) 

VeRONA, INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL FAIR AND HorsE SHOow— 

March 13-21, 1949. Apply to Mr. F. C. Kerry at the above 

address. Last date for space applications, February 20, 1949. 

Geneva, INTERNATIONAL Motor ExHIBITION— 

March 17-27, 1949. Apply to Secretariat-General, 1 Place du 

Lac, Geneva, Switzerland. Final date for space applications 

past. 

Toronto, CANADIAN NATIONAL SPORTSMEN’Ss SHOW— . 

March 18-26, 1949. Apply to Toronto Anglers’ and Hunters’ 

Association Inc., 53 Yonge Street, Toronto. 

Detroit, SPORTSMEN’s AND Boat SHOw— 

March 19-27, 1949. At State Fair Grounds. Apply to Detroit 


Apply Mr. 











Sportsmen’s Congress, 1331, Majestic Building, Detroit 26, Mich. 
LEVELAND, AMERICAN AND CANADIAN SPORTSMEN’S SHOW— 
March 19-29, 1949. At Public Auditorium. Apply to Exposi- 
tions Inc., Public Auditorium, Cleveland, 14, Ohio. 
SuDAPEST, AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION AND LivesTocK Fair— 
March 23-27, 1949. Apply to Sample Fairs and Exhibitions Ltd., 
Szegfu-Utca 6, Budapest, VI, Hungary. 
BUFFALO, SPORTSMEN’S AND Boat SHOW— 
March 26-April 3, 1949. At Memorial Auditorium. Apply to 
Mr. Wm. R. Ringle, c/o Adam F. Eby & Association, 331 Andrews 
Building, Buffalo 2, N.Y. 
HICAGO, INTERNATIONAL LIGHTING ExPpos!ITION— 
March 29-April 1, 1949. At Stevens Hotel. Apply Mr. A. B. 
Coffman, 111 West Jackson Boulevard, Chicago. Last date for 
‘ space applications past. 
TRECHT, RoyaL NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIES FaIR— 
March 29-April 7, 1949. Apply to Mr. W. Friedhoff, Netherlands 
Chamber of Commerce, 10 Gloucester Place, London, i. 


(Tel.: Welbeck 9971, 9972, 9973.) 
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Paris, PHOTOGRAPHY AND CINEMA EXxHIBITION— 
April 1-11, 1949. Apply to Secretary, 94 rue de Rennes Paris, 6°. 
TurRINn, INTERNATIONAL TEXTILE AND CLOTHING EXxHIBITION— 
April 2-20, 1949. Apply to Esposizione Internazionale Arte 
Tessile, Palazzo delle Esposizioni al Valentino, Turin. Last 
date for space applications past. 


FRANKFURT, SPRING FAIR— 
April 7-12, 1949. At the Festhalle. Apply to Messe-Amt, 
Frankfurt-am-Main. Final date for space applications past. 
JOHANNESBURG, WITWATERSRAND AGRICULTURAL SHOW— 
April 8-18, 1949. At Milner Park. Apply to The Secretary, 
Witwatersrand Agricultural Society, Johannesburg, South Africa. 
ene” CHEMISTRY AND ALLIED INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION, ‘“‘ CHEMEX 
1949 ” — 
April 12-25, 1949. At Centennial Hall, Wayville. Apply to 
Manager, Room 43, Chamber of Manufacturers Building, Pirie 
Street., Adelaide, S. Australia. 
Mian, INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES Farr— 
April 12-27, 1949. Apply to Italian Chamber of Commerce for 
Great Britain and British Commonwealth, 652 Grand Buildings, 
Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2. (Tel.: Whitehall 5521.) 
Hanover, Export TraDE Fair (LIGHT INDUSTRIES AND CONSUMER Goops)— 
April 22-28, 1949. Apply to Hanover Trade Fairs and Exhibi- 
tions Co., Hanover-Laatzen. 
Lyons, INTERNATIONAL FaiR— 
April 23-May 2, 1949. Apply to Messrs. Robert Brandon and 
Partners Ltd., 45 Dover Street, London, W.1. 
POZNAN, INTERNATIONAL TRADE FarR— 
April 23-May 10, 1949. Apply to Federation of British Industries, 
41 Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.1. (Tel.: Whitehall 
6711.) Last date for space applications past. 
Paris, INTERNATIONAL AERONAUTICAL SHOW— 
April 29-May 15, 1949. At Grand Palais. 
sioner General, 6 rue Galilee, Paris 16e. 
BRUSSELS, INTERNATIONAL FarR— 
April 30—May 15, 1949. Apply to Palais du Centenaire, Brussels. 
Lice, First INTERNATIONAL FarR— 
April 30-May 15, 1949. At Coronmeuse (Liege). Apply to 
Foire Internationale de Liege, 32 Boulevard de la Sauveniere, 
Liege. ; 
BasLe, Swiss INDusTRigs Farr— 
May 7-17, 1949. Apply to the Swiss Legation, Division Econo- 
at 18 Montagu Place, London, W.1. (Tel.: Paddington 
0701.) 
VIENNA, INTERNATIONAL Motor Car ExHIBITION— 
May 8-15, 1949. Apply to British-Austrian Chamber of Com- 
merce Inc., 29 Dorset Square, London, N.W.1. (Tel.: Padding- 
ton 7646.) 
VALENCIA, INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR— 
May 10-25, 1949. Apply to United Kingdom representative, 
Mr. R. H. Thornton, 8 Duke Street, London, S.W.1. (Tel.: 
Whitehall 6674.) 
Hanover, Export TRADE Fair (TECHNICAL PRODUCTS AND INDUSTRIAL 
EQuiIPpMENT) — 
May 20-30, 1949. Apply to Hanover Trade Fairs and Exhibi- 
tions Co., Hanover-Laatzen. 
Paris, INTERNATIONAL TRADE FarrR— 
May 2t-June 6, 1949. At Porte de Versailles, Paris. Apply to 
Miss E. Lambert, 14/15 Rugby Chambers, Rugby Street, London, 
W.C.1. (Tel.: Chancery 6794.) 
TORONTO, CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL ‘TRADE FaIR— 
May 30-June 10, 1949. Apply to Miss M. A. Armstrong, 
Canadian Government Exhibition Commission, Canada House, 
Trafalgar Square, London, S.W.1. (Tel.: Whitehall 8701.) 
BARCELONA, INTERNATIONAL TRADE FaIR— 
June 10-30, 1949. Apply to United Kingdom Agent, Mr. 
Joaquin Bosch, 109 Whitton Road, Twickenham, Middlesex. 
(Tel.: Popesgrove 4822. 
ANTWERP, INTERNATIONAL FAIR— 
June 11-26, 1949. At Palais des Sports. Apply The Secretary, 
Foire Internationale d’Anvers at above address. 
BrussELs, INTERNATIONAL PLasTics ExHIBITION— 
June 11-26, 1949. At Grands Palais du Centenaire. Apply to 
l’Office Belge des Matieres Plastiques, 153 Chaussee de Bruxelles, 
Forest—Brussels. 


Apply to Commis- 


(Continued on next page) 








3 INDUSTRIAL FINISHES EXHIBITION 


LOURT For the first time covers every branch of the finishing industry under one roof. | Organic Finishes, Electro- 
August 31st - deposited base metals, Electro-deposited precious metals, Dipped and Sprayed Coatings, Chemical Finishes, 

: Vitreous Enamels and Ceramics, Natural Finishes, together with plant and ancillary equipment and materials. 
949 dienes Write to EXHIBITION ORGANIZERS, INDUSTRIAL FINISHES EXHIBITION LTD., 


26 Old Brompton Road, Kensington, London, S.W.7 





Telephone: Kensington 0025 
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Exhibitions and Fairs—(Continued) 
STocKHOLM, WorLD Sport ExHIBITION— 
June 17-August 28, 1949. At Djurgardsbrunn Bay. Apply to 
the Exhibition Commission, Birger Jarlsgatan 25, Stockholm. 
LILLe, INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL FarrR— 
June 18-July 3, 1949. Apply Foire Commerciale and Inter- 
nationale, 69 rue Faidherbe, Lille. 


BrussELs, ANNUAL Foop INpusTRIES ExHIBITION— 
July 9-24, 1949. At Grands Palais du Centenaire. Apply to 
Confederation de I’Alimentation Belge, 55 rue de la Loi, Brussels. 


BRISBANE, ROYAL NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION— 
August 6-13, 1949. Apply to the Secretary, Royal National 
Agricultural and Industrial Association, 99 Creek Street, Brisbane, 
Queensland, Australia. 

Izmir, INTERNATIONAL Farr, TuRKEY— 

August 20-September 20, 1949. Apply to the Commercial 
Counsellor, Turkish Embassy, 47 Elm Park Gardens, S.W.10. 
(Tel.: Flaxman 4242.) 

StockHoLMm, St. Errx’s Farr— 

August 24-September 4, 1949. Apply to St. Eriks-Massan, 
Stockholm, 5. 

BupapesT, INTERNATIONAL AUTUMN Farr— 

September 3-18, 1949. Apply to Sample Fairs and Exhibitions 
Ltd., Szegfu-Utca 6, Budapest, VI, Hungary. 

Urrecut, RoyaL NETHERLANDS INDUSTRIES FAIR— 

September 6-15, 1949. Apply to Mr. W. Friedhoff, Netherlands 
Chamber of Commerce, 10 Gloucester Place, London, W.1. 
(Tel.: Welbeck 9971, 9972, 9973.) 

GHENT, FLANDERS INTERNATIONAL FarR— 

September 10-25, 1949. Apply to Ultra Displays Ltd., 395a 
Edgware Road, London, W.2. (Tel.: Amb. 4147.) Northern 
Agents: Robertson Buckley & Co. Ltd., Berey’s Buildings, 
George Street, Bixteth Street, Liverpool 3; Southern Agents: 
S. R. Tippett & Co. Ltd., 110 Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. 
INTERNATIONAL FAIR— 
September 11-18, 1949. Apply to The Secretary, Czechoslovak- 
British Chamber of Commerce, 46 Seymour Street, London, W.1. 
(Tel.: Amb. 1801.) 

, INTERNATIONAL AUTUMN Farr— 
September 11-18, 1949. Apply to British-Austrian Chamber of 
Commerce Inc., 29 Dorset Square, London, N.W.1. (Tel.: 
Paddineton 7646.) 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


National Formulary 1949. (Pharmaceutical Press, 17 Bloomsbury 
Square, London, W.C.1. 2s. 6d. post free. Interleaved edition, 
4s. post free.) A guide for dispensers, with notes on drugs, poisons, 
etc. 

Cause and Cure of Dollar Shortage. ‘The tenth essay in a series on 
International Finance which is being published by the International 
Finance Section, Department of Economics and Social Institutions, 
Princeton University, Princeton, New Jersey, United States. This 
booklet deals with a problem of current significance and the opinions 
expressed are those of the author, Mr. F. D. Graham, and not of the 
University Section. He reviews among other matters the subject of 
exchange rates as prices and the effect of controls, the international 
monetary organization and international monetary mechanisms. 








NOTICE TO « JOURNAL” READERS — 
AND ADVERTISERS 


The Board of Trade Journal is published by His Ma sy 
Stationery Office and is obtainable directly from the following 
addresses: York House, Kingsway, London, Way 
13a Castle Street, Edinburgh, 2; 39 King Street, Mant 
chester, 2; 2 Edmund Street, Birmingham, 3; 1 
Andrew’s Crescent, Cardiff ; Tower Lane, Bristol, 1; §9 
Chichester Street, Belfast ; or through any bookseller, 


Crown copyright reserved. Extracts may be published if 
the source is duly acknowledged, except that permission of 
the authors must be obtained to reproduce signed articles, _ 


EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to the 
Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, S.Wly 
(Telephone : Whitehall 5140, Ext. 306.) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS (268. PER ANNUM ; 32s. 6d. POST rem) ial 
SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to the publishers at any 
of the above addresses. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion 
of advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9 Oxford Street, London, W.1. (Telephone; 
Mayfair 7755, Ext. 271.) 

The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the 
statements in the advertisements and the inclusion of any pate 
ticular advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or service 
advertised herein have received official approval. 

REPRINTS OF ARTICLES. Reprints of extracts of articles 
and announcements from the Board of Trade Journal will be 
supplied on payment. The scale of charges is as follows = 

For each additional 
125 copies ordered at 
the same time 





No. of Up to 

pages 250 copies 
£s. d. 
i 24:2 

(minimum charge) 
2 29 


1 (or part) 


2 
3 3 3 0 
4 440 10 0 


Prices for extracts of more than four pages are propor 
tionately higher. r 
Orders with remittances should be addressed to the 

Director of Publications (S.A.), H.M. Stationery Office, 

421 Oxford Street, London, W.1, and should be received not ~ 
later than on the Friday following publication of the Boardaf } 
Trade Journal from which the extract is to be taken. Cheques — 
should be made payable to H.M. Paymaster-General. 4 








STEVINSON HOUSE, 
Telephone: Mansion House 1603 (18 lines). 


CHEMICALS - 


155 FENCHURCH STREET, 
And at New York, Montreal and Hong Kong. Cables : “‘Shipex, London,” 


OUR SPECIALIZED DEPARTMENTS WILL WELCOME YOUR SPECIFIC ENQUIRIES FOR 
TEXTILES - 


BRITISH TRADERS AND SHIPPERS LTD. 


Merchant Exporters and Manufacturers Overseas Distributors 


LONDON, €E.C.3. 


METALS 








IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
MANUFACTURERS’ PRICES 
EXCLUSIVE LINES 


CUTLERY - SCISSORS 
BICYCLES 
CAR BATTERIES - ETC. 



































